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i HOGME FOR HELPLESS SPARROW HAWKS

i few years back on ‘Memorisl Day, when
Goorge and I wore walking around our pond
looking at the trees aftek a ralnstorm, we
found two partly feathered nestling sparrow
hawlts, half dead ard lylng at the base of
gsome large willew: at one end of the pond.
Wa sooh found two others in hiding.

Wa put them in a box, and I rushed to

he store for hamburger meat and bogan to
poke the food in them. The next day I hur-
ried to chock tho sparréw hawks, fully axe
pocting the two woakost onoe to have died,
it instead they wore ocagorly awalting broak-
fast. They continued to thrive on a diet of
hamburger and, later, liver and hod to be
rut in a larger box.

After they wore woll featherod, wo
tirnod thom out in a largo storo houso so
thoy cowld learn to fly. They began to fly
ard to greot us with loud orles when wo came
to food them. Wo docidod that they should
Eogin to learn to fend for thomsolves, so wo
would got live grasshoppors and turn thom
loose in the storo houso so they could prac-
tice catching tham. Thoy soon became fairly
good at this, and at last wo docldod it was
time to turn them out. We opwned tho door,
and the birds rather wondoringly pecped out
iato tho big world, Then ono by one they
took off to the trees.

ALl went woll until about night. Then
from the tops of the troes by the houso wo
neard the pitiful eries of hungor, and the
hawks looked down at us as if to say, “Way
donvt you bring.us food??-—3ince-we-could
ot go to them, hunger finally caused thom
to iy back down to us, and; one at a time,
*ioy wont back into thoir »bird house® to
stay for two more wocks. Whon wo then re-
lsascd them, they wore able to take care of
thansolves.

For sevoral yoars after that when 1 saw
a sparrow hawk at our pond, I wonderod, ®Is
that one of Yours'i® and am still ospecially
deliphted to sec them thore. -- Rena Ross

DAST MCNTH'S FIELD TRIPS
Eight birdors visitod loecal comoterles

1a=ch 26. Nothing unusual was soon by tho
15111y birders. Mrs. Lorraine Wells, Croede,
{olorado, attendod with Mrs. Vora Deason.

April 2, soven observors wore *blown
w1 of Palo Duro Canyon. Mr. and Mrs.
.5. Pedorsen and children wore welcomo nde
tionsz to the birding party.

S3TING SURVEY

The nesting survey is underway, with
700 Golloway reoporting the first activity, a
Mourning Dove nost, March 23. Leo and Ken-
noth Seyffert found a Rock Wren nest and a-
nother Dovo nest April 3 at Buffalo Lake.
Yocord cards are avallable through the pres-
adont.
SOLISERVATION NEWS

Mrs, I. Ds Acoxrd talked to approximate-
1y 120 school-age childron on nature and
conservation rocontly.

In a closo vote, plans for the Sospe
{rook Project weore dofoated March 15 by the
votors of Ventura County, California. The
nroposod projoct involves two dams, ono on
the odge of the Condor nosting sanctuary.

17 carried through, this could very well bo
tg doath warrant of the Condor, which will
rormally abandon its nest if disturbed at
211 by human beines.
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APRII, MEETING

Tentatively planned for the April 18
meating is an illusirated talk on the natlion-
ol grassland program. Jim Jokerst, program
chairman, has contacted the Panhandle Nation-
al Grassland office, and they expect to be
able to supply a speaker. The meeting will
be at 7:30 in the Garden Center.

BIG DAY
This yoar's "Big Day” is Sunday, May 8.
Those who wish to bird in town, meet Peggy

" Acord at tho oast ond of Ellwood Park at 6:30.

Those who wish to work Palo Dure Canyon, meet
Loo Gallowny at 7:00 at the Sad Monkey Rall-
road station, If you would like to join us
for the afternoon, we will 2l meet at 1:00
for & pienlec lunch in the grove on the north
sido of Buffalo Lake between the dam and the
goncession house. Last year wo had 17 parti-
cipants and saw 1789 birds of 112 spooles,
Lot*s beat thls record:

FIELD TRIPS |

Sunday, Aprdl 24, Mrs. I. D. Acord will
load a field trip in Ellwood Park. Meet at
the oast cnd of the park at 6:30 a.m.

Tho Oklahoma Qmmithological Soclety's
annual spring mooting at Black Mesa Stato
Park in the Oklahoma panhandle, May-13-15,
will offor intovosting field trips. Lodging
is avod:-0io dn Eodse City, or roservations
may bu mmlo maead of time to stay at the
nearor Youtlr Utrw. Hore information should
he avail~tdo atv the Anwil TPAS meeting, or
throw-u Feores Lecid o Leo Galloway.

AT

e for tho past month, accord-
s 1y rosordar, wore the Vor-
miilier Tlyer ¢glu“¢ avor Ween, and Loulsia-
na Water Torash, a0 Vormillion Flyeatcher,
seon at Euffalo Lake March 19 by Konneth
Sopfloxt; has romained in the vieinity since.
Cn March Z4 Tielma Fox and Elaine Ross Robine
son rocswicd tio flyestcher, as well as Say's
Fhoebo, Hornod Cwl, and Bald Eagle there.

The noxt doy Bother Woddil) and Thelma Fox
racorded Loulsin;a Wetorthrush (an early
date), Winter Ween, and throe Audubon®s Ware
blors at Lhe Palo Duro Ciub.,

Mazch 19 Grady Fox sightod the first
Avooot of tho senson on a playa lake, and
Jim Jokeorst saw tho first Turkey Vulture on
March 27 ncor his plrce.  On Saturday, March
26, Kennoth Scyifcrt listod Chipping Sparrow,
Cassin's En~vrow, cnd Yollow=bollled Sap-
suckor at Luffalo lLoke. On the 29th, Peggy
Acord and Isther Waddill added the Hormit
Tharush 2t Palo Duro Club, and on tho 30th,
Pogry rocorded Rough-winged Swallow.

fwril 1, Jin Jokerst saw about 30 Long-
billed Curlews over his placoe, and on the 2Znd,
Leo Gellowry reported Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
and Phocbhe at Palo Dure Canyon. The White
Polican and Doublo-crosted Cormorant were
noted at Puffalo Lake on April 5 by Rena
Ross, Esther Waddill, and Peggy Acord., Leo
Galloway was callod to the 4000 block on
Parkor fpril 5 to identify a Black-crowned
Night iioron which had perched in a tree just
bohind a hwouse all day.

CALENDAR

fipr. 18 -~ Monthly Socloty Mecting

April 24 Ficld Trip, Ellwood Park, 6:30
May 8 = Big Day

May 13=15-Block Mosa with Okla. Ornith. Soc.
Moy 16 - Monthly Society Meeting



