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BIG DAY

6,839 individual birds of 107 speecies
were seen by nine observers in Potter and
Randall Counties on the second annual Big
Day, May 8. The day's “prize? was the Scar-
let Tonager soen in o draw adjacent to Buf-
falo Lcke by Peggy Acord®s party. Those
participating were Mrs. I. D. Acord, Mike
Allender; Iir. and Mrs. Loo Galloway, Kon-
neth Seyffert, lirs. Goorgo Waddill, and Mr.
and Mrs. Konnoth Whipple and Barbara. For
o complete list of birds, see Page 2.

BIRD FUN AT BLACK RIVER VILLAGE, NEW MEXICO

Take some eager youngsters at summer
camp, add plonty of activity along with sharp
eycs; and you are about to have an interest:
ing experience.

A couplec of sumniors ago wo wore cone-
ducting a class in bird study. Onc of our
roquiraments was to find and identify five
nests. No soonor had I read over tho ro-
quiromonts, than one bright~oyed youngster
looked up into the rulborry trec undor which
wo woro sitting and said, “"What kind of nest
is that?® Upon closer inspection with the
glasses; wo could sco the femalo on the
nest, and we discovored that it was a Bluo
Grosbeak. No sooncer had wo idontified this,
than another pupil said; “Thore®s a nost up
thero, toot? We followed his sharp-eyed
gazo and to our pleasant surprise we saw a
Black.chinned Hummingbirdts folt cuplet.
And; that wasn®t 2lli This vory same treoc

Dove's nost?

Whilc going over the book werk of our
class; we could sce flying by our study -
spot such birds as thoe friondly Vermilion
Flycatcher, Bullock's Oriole, Orchard
Oriole, Wostern Kingbird, Mockingbird, Say’s
Phoebe, Black Phocbe, the brillisnt Sunmor
Tanagor, Barn Swallow, Ladder-backed Wood
pockor, Lossor Goldfinch, and House Finch.
And, vonturing out in a mile radius of our
camp in this oasis in the descorty; wo spotted
the Painted Bunting, Black-throated Sparrow,
Great Hornod Owl, Roadrunnor, Vordins and
their interesting nosts, Wied®s Crosted
‘Flyecatchor, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and evon
a Maryland Yellowthroat, among other
species. '

I nevor dreamed whon we chose to study
under that rmulborry troe that it would start
us on so many intercsting bird discovories--
so many colorful., casy-to-see, friendly
spocios. -- Iirs, Alvin Ficdler,

TELLOW BIRDS

Birdors on the Big Day had the oxperi-
cnco of suddenly secing many “yollow birds®
feeding in the willows at Buffalo Lakc that
Jjust werec not in tho book. It was noted
that ono of the brilliant yollow birds had
the long forked tail, hoad stripo, and chook
patchos of a Clay-colored Sparrow. It also
had a sparrow-likc boak -- but whocvor hoard
of a yellow Clay-colored Sparrow?

Investigation rovealod that pollon of
tho stamenate willow flowors was being shed,
and as these birds fod among tho flowers,
thoy worce becoming coveroed with slightly
sticky pollon. Othor “yollow bilrds? were
golden Pino Siskins, Chipping Sparrows; and
Ruby-crounod Kinglots. fhis is a fine exam-

ple of the role of birds in pollination.

MAY MEETING

A sourd and color film on reptiles is
schoduled for tho May 16 mooting, 7:30 in
tho Gardon Contor.

Poggy Acord, TPAS Rocorder, requests
that membors check thoir bird notes from
lato March to the present and bring to tho
meoting a list showing the first date oach
bird was rocorded this spring.

FIELD TRIPS

Saturday, May 21, meot at 8:00 at the
north gate of Llano Cemctery for a fiecld
trip to be led by Lee Galloway.

Tho April 24 bird walk in Fllwood Park
Yielded no umsual spocies to the five cool,
damp birders.

Nine reoservations have been sont in by
Amarillo birdors for the Black Mesa mooting
of the Okdahoma Ornithological Séciety, May

13-15.

BIRD NOTES
This year’s shorecbird habitat is

scarco, as many of the playa lakes are dry
and the water in Buffalo Lake is high, with
vory fow exposed rud flats. Consoquently,
tho nuzser of shorebirds present is low,
but by dilizeal scarching, most of the
shoretird species that aro normally rocorded
have bama foindy however, thoir numbors are
ginall,

Brot Linds of tho month wore Rona
Ross's ‘oni-~onbing Warbler, soon at her

~...0n this-«very.sane day reveslod:aMourning - - =placc cn May 1, and Kennoth Seyffortts dis-

tinetly mariked malo Hoodod Warbler, May 7,
at Baffalo Lake. Although no one could be

‘reacind in time to confimm either find,

v birders orc very roliablo observers.
Other ocutstonding birds were Kenneth's
Blackpoll and Blackburnian Warblors, Poggy
Acord®s Yoirthorn Waterthrush, and Leo Gal-
lowzy®s Forcgrino Faleon., Following are
the month's “finds® in ordor of date socn:

Elackwthroated Gray Warbler, April 17,
Buffalo Lake, Loo Galloway and Kenneth
Soyffort; Yellow-throated Vireo, Solitary
Sandpipor, and Parula Warblor, April 24,
Buffalo Lake, Konnoth Soyffort; Peregrine
Falcon, April 27, Buffalo Lake, Leo Gallo-
ways Worme-oating Warbler, May 1, in yard,
Rona Ross; Common Egret, May 2, Palo Duro-
Club, Esther Waddill, Poggy Acord, and Rona
Ross; Pino Siskins foeding baby birds, May 3
in yard, Rona Ross; Indigo Bunting, May 4,
Buffalo Lake, Loo Galloway; Black-hoaded
Gros>eole and Morthern Waterthrush at tho
Ross rosidenco and Stilt Sandpiper at a
playa lako, May 5, Peggy Acord; Hlack-nockod
Stilt, iZuy 6, playa lake, Poggy Acord: and
Blackpoll, Flackturnian, and Hooded Warblers,
May 7, Buffalo Lako, Kennoth Soyffort.

Tho birds in Vora Deason's yard woro
highly disturbed by a Mississippi Kito
porchod in a troo in a noighbor's back yard
May 5.

NOTLICE

This is tho last schoduled issuo of the
Praoiric Horned Lark until Septembor, as tho
TPAS doos not meot during the summor months.

CALEFDAR
Moy 16 - Monthly Socioty Moeoting, 7:30 p.m.
May 21 - Ficld trip, camcterios, 8:00 a.m.



COITSERVATION WEWS
- Konneth Soyffert;, Conservation Chmu,
H.R. 14176 was introduced into the Houso
March 31 by Rep. John P, Saylor (Pa.) to one
large the Grand Canyon MNational Park so that
tho entire Canyon would bo protocted. This
offors an alternativo to tho Bureau of Reclaw
mation’s plans to build the Marble Gorge and
Bridge Canyon dams, as the onlargement of tho
Park will include both of the proposed sites.
A1l Toxans, consorvationists, and thoso
intorestod in prosorving a uniquo soction of
this country should got behind Son. Ralph
Yarborough's bill to creato a Guadalupo MNoun.
. tains National Park. Tho bill cleared the
Scnate Committoo on Intorior and Insular Af-
fairs without any provision to prosorvo min.
oral rights in the stato. This is tho main
stumbling block to the park's.gstablishmont,
for simiYar-bi1ls, introdfeod irte the Houso
by Texas Ropresontativos Joo Pooliand Richard
Whito, support tho Toxas Land Comission's
stand -that 45,000 acres of the 75,000 acros
in tho proposod park bo 16t -opon to minoral
devolopmant. Sinco theo National Park Sorvice
doos not pormit mineral development in tho
national parks, wo arc confrontod with the
cheico of a national park or minoral rights,
This lotter has boon roceived from Mrs.
Goorgo W. Bicklor, prosident of tho Travis .
Audubon Society in Austing el

“Travis Audubon Socicty has boon ade
visoed that tho Uvaldo Big-toothed Maploes
(Acor grandidentatum) in Sabinal Canyon can
no longor bo viowsd by the public, as tho
road which runs through the canyon is boing
closed. A now highway under construction
from Vanderpool and connocting with a road
from Kerrville will bypass tho interior of
tho canyon.

"This canyon 1is a unique area, and con-
tains the largost grove of Uvaldo Big-
toothod Maplos to bo found anywhoro. It
also supports an oxcellont roprosentation
of Edwards Plateau plants and a variod wilde
lifo population, including tho rarec Goldon-
cheokod Warbloer; Zono~tailod Hawk, and Blacke
capped Viroo,

"If you arc.intorostod in helping pro-
sorve this arca, possibly as a stato park
with limitoed usc, your wishes should be mado
known to tho Texas Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission, Austin, Toxas. Mr. Will Odom is
Chairman of this Cormission.

#8incorely yours, (signod) Mrs. Goorgoe
W. Blickler, President, Travis Audubon Soci-
oty.n

During the past month, Mrs, I. D.
Acord has spokon to approximately 50 poeoplo,
Jincluding Cub Scouts, Girl Scout loadors,
and wumon"s elub manbers, on conservation.

I

BIRDS SEEN ON BIG

DAY, MAY 8, 1966

:gilgk-crOWHGd Night Heron 7 .Chimoy Swift 5 ~Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ki
. 4 —Boltod Kingfishor 1 _Ruby-crowned Kinglet 9
“Bintail 1 __Goldon-fronted Wood- —Codar Waxwing 28
—Bluc.winged Tcal 14 pockor 12 —starling 37
~Shovolor 10 —Red-hoaded Woodpecker 3 —Black and White Warbler 3
~Turkey Wulturc 9 — Ladder-backod Wood- —Orangoe-crowned Warbler 16
—Mississippi Kite L pockor 3 —Nashville Warhler 4
—Rod-tailed Hawk 1 — Eastern Kingbird )l —Yollow Warbloer 7
—Suainson?s Hawk 4 —Western Kingbird 75 —Myrtlo Warbler 2
—Sparrow Hawk 3 —Scissor-tailed Fly- —Audubonts Warblor 17
—Bobwhite 15 catchor 14 ~Blackpoll Warblor 1
~Scaled Quail 10 —Groat Crosted Fly- —Qvenbird )
—Phoasant 1 catchor 2 —Northorn Waterthrush 2
—Turkoy 1 —Ash-throated Flycatcher 2 —MacGillivrayts Warbler 3
~Coot 4 —BEmpidonax Flycatchor 2 — Yollowthroat 2
~Scmipalmated Plover 1 ~Western Wood Pewoe 1 —Wilsonts Warbler 3
“Killdoor 50 —0live-sided Flycatchor 2 ~—jmerican Redstart 1
—HBlack-bollied Plovor 1 ~—Horned Lark 85 ~House Sparrow 110
—Spotted Sandpipor 2 —Bank Swallow 2 —estern Meadowlark 125
—Baird®s Sandpipor 15 —Rough-winged Swallow 4 ~Redwinged Blackbird 270
—Loast Sandpipor 6 —Bam Swallow 3 —Orchard Oriole 1
—Long-billod Dowltchor 24 —Cliff Swallow 43 —Bullock's Oriole 19
—Stilt Sandpiper 1 <Blue Jay 16 —Boat-tailed Grackle 060 1y 1
—Samipalmatod Sandpipor 16 —Hlack-crosted Titmouse 3 —Common Grackle _ it “ k?* 2
~Wosterm Sandpipor 1 —€ommon Bushtit 2 Brown-headed Cowbird %™ 14
—Harblod Godwit 1 —Houso Wren 2 .-Scarlet Tanager 1
—hvooeot 30 —Bewick's Wren 11 —Cardinal 9
—ilson®s Phalaropc 30 —~Canyon Vren 5 —Hlue Grosbeak 7
~Mourning Dovo 268 —Rock Wren 6 ~TLazuli Bunting 2
~—Roedrunner 3 —Mockingbird 43 —Indigo Bunting 1
~Hornod Owl 1 —Brown Thrasher 1 —Painted Bunting 2
~Burrowing Owl 1 —Robin 7 = Houseo Finch 55
~Cormon Nighthawk 1 ~Hormit Thrush 5 —Pine Siskin 1500

— American Goldfinch 1000 -~ Hlack-throated Sparrow 1

—Lark Bunting 1000 ~ Chipping Sparrow 461

— Vesper Sparrow 1l ~—Clay-colored Sparrow 1200

—Lark Sparrow 92 ~Harris® Sparrow 1

- Rufous-crowned Sparrow 3 — White-crowned Sparrow 17

— Cassint's Sparrow 3 —Lincoln's Sparrow 1
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