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NASTING TTME

Nesting scason 1s underway, a Verdin
nest being the first reported: it was in tho
process of construction at the last observa-
tion. Kenneth Seyffert discovered this, the
first recorded Verdin nest in the arca, at
Palo Duro Park on April 1.

A Mourning Dove nest at Buffalo Lako,
April 1, and another at ILlano Cemetery, April
2, Have been sightod. Swainson's Hawks were
building o ncst at Buffaleo Lake April 5.
These three nests were found by Leo Galloway.

BIRD NOTES

Migration is also well underwnrr,
the latest reworts arc the following:

mMarch 5, Eastorn Phoebe, Jim Jokerst,
March 14, Say's Phoebe, Poggy Acord, Lake
Stoeckton, The 19th, Short-billed Marsh Wren,
Jim Jokerst: Tree Swallow, Loast Sandpiper;
and Fox Sparrow, Suffale L:oke, necnneth Sovi-
fert. Another Fox Sporrow appeared in the
Galloways® yard April 1.

Mareh 2%, Western Phalarope, Tradewinds
Playa, Leoo Galloway, and Turkey Vulturc, Palo
Muro Canyon, beth Galloways. March 25,
Yellow-hoaded Hlackbird ong mile north of
puffalo Lake, and Swainson®s Havk, Caryon,
Konneth Seyffert and Loo Galioway. March 26,
Common Grackle, Peggy Acord;™~the 28th, Vielet
groen Swallow, Buffalo Laks, by Rona Ross,
dsthor Waddill, Vera Deason, and Peggy Acord;
Parula Warbler and Slock and White Warbler,
‘ena Ross?'s yard.

Another Parula Warbler and Bohemian Wax-

ng, April 1, Lake Stockton, Peggy Acord.

1w the first of jipril, Bullock?s Oriole,

thrn Whingla; Scissor-tailed Flycatcher,
. worial Tark Cemctery, and Lark Sparrow,
.enneth Seyffart.

awnril 2, Mashville Warblcr and Black

~nd shite Warbler, Lake Stockton, Paggy
.cord; Blue-gray Gnatecatcher and 3nowy Plo-
~-or, Buffalo Laks, Kemneth Seyffert and Leo
ralloway. The 3rd, Ash-throated Flyecatcher
wad twe Qrange-crowncd Warblers, Palo Daro
T.rk, and a small flock of Zvening Grosheaks,
1lwood Park, Peggy Acord, Esther Waddill,
rnd Rena Ross.

Possibly a couplc of late dates: April
5. Golden-crowned Yinglet, and April 4,
-rite-breasted Juthatch, both in Pale Duro
canyon.

Among

APRIL MEETING

April 17, 7:30, at tho Garden Center is
the portinont information for tho next TPAS
meoting. Following the business session and
program, rofreshments will bo provided for
the popudar period of visiting and exchang-
ing bird notes and storicsy

The talk by Gordon Hanscn, Buffalo Lake
Wildlife Refugce managor, was well receivad
last month, as membeors wero informed about
the purposz of the rofuge and plans for ime
proving it.

FIELD TRIPS

Four trips arce schoduled: Saturday, Apr.
15, 8:00, entrance to Palo Dure Canyon, Loo
Galloway, leader.

Sunday, April 30, 6:30, cast end of
Ellwood Paxrk, Poggy Acord, leader.

Sunday, May 7. Big Day, story below.

Saturday, May 13, 8:00, north entrance
to Llanc Cemetery, Leo Galloway, leader,

BIG DAY 1567

Coming soon (May 7) is the Society's
third annual Big Day, when individual birds,
as wall as specios, arc counted in local
parks and cemeteries, Palo Duroc Canyon, and
Buffale Lake, at thc height of migration.

For details on when and where to moct,
contact Pogey Acord or Leo Galloway. We
would likc to have as many in the field as
poasible.

Last year 6,839 individual birds of 107
specics werce soon by ndnce obscrvors.

May 9, 1965, the prize bird was an
Acorn Woodpocker in Memorial Park Cemetery,
while the best bird on May 8;, 1966, was the
Scarlet Tanagor sccn at Buffale Lake.

SAY*S PHOEBES COME TO QUR CARLSBAD, MM HOUSE
Havo you aver had a little bird oyc a

speceial ledge on your front porchy maks a

good inspection of it and then move in?

Well, a little Say*s Phoebe (Cont. next page)

CALEMDAR

Apr. 15, B:00 am, Field Trip, Pale Durc Canyon
Apr. 17, 7:30 pm, lionthly Society Meeting

Apr. 30, 6:30 am, Field Trip, Ellwood Park
May 7. Big Day

May 13, 8:00 am; Field Trip, Llano Cemetery
May 15, 7:30 pm, Monthly Socicty Meeting
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SAY"3 PHOEBES COME TQ CARLSBAD (Continued)
toock a liking to o wooden shelf that wo had
nailed under the ove of our poreh, and you
ean just imagine tho cxeitemont around our
place whon we discovered her intentions of
building thers. ‘

dpril 19 she dragged in ono string to
display. I would guess, hor "No Vacancy®
sign. Thc naxt day the pair really got busy
and for ton days we watched thoe nest take

shapa--bits of mud for vlastering the founda-

tion, and then grass, cotton from the nearby
iield; lots of string perhaps pulled from a
hancy mop, and gradually o cozy littlc nur-
sery was formed. Then for a few days we
hardly saw our Phocbes around. There was a
bit of apprehension 25 we viewed thoe empty,
completed nest, and wo foared semething had
happened to changs their plans,

Hay 4 our fears worc calmoed: Mrs.
Phoebo was sitting on the nost. The noxt
day we just had to neck in. After hauling
out a step stool 2nd somec,cncyclopsdias to
pile it high, we climbod up to look cars-
fully in, Wt we just couldntt sec anything
whan there were barely threc inchas between
the nest and the eave. We figured out a
Wway, though, and peored in with the use of
a hand mirror. There were revealed two
wnite oggst
The bird book said it teok 12 days to incu-
bate the eggs; so we wore counting the time
now and awaiting th:z blg ovent.

May 8, threc eggs; May 10, four,

On tho morning of May 23 we poored in
tho nest and zaw throe naked little bables,
and the next day all the oggs had hatched.
Of course, you know how tugy the next few
days were; and the intorest helghtencd whon
we saw one parent stuff a Sulfur Butterfly
down the throat of one youngster--just so
mach cotton, as it wore! But that was what
was making those little fellows grow and
feather out.

We watched them rear two familiss that
surmer—-theay wore still feeding the first
brood when on June 173 the mother was sitting
on the nest again. Five oggs were laid this
time, but only four babkics hatched.

To our pleagsant surprise the blrds were
seen off and on throughout the winter, covon
bathing in our birdbath in tho cold woather
ard visiting the nest once in a while during
the cold months, murmuring their little soft
warbling call when they flew to the site.

Happily, they built another nest right
by the first the next summer, and twe morce
fomilies were reared. We moved, btut kept in
touch with those who followed us, and later
I icarned that they had peturncd to this
spot for the soventh succossive spring.

Are they awaiting April 19 this year?

I hopc so.
—-Mrs. Alvin Fiedler



