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EDITOR'S NOTE
Since this is tho last issuc of the
Prairio Horned Lark for which we will sorve
a5 cditors before moving to Lubbock, wo wish
to thank overyono who has contributoed arti-
c¢les and information to the various numbers.
It has been a pleasuro te got out tho nows-
lottor. We have greatly onjoyed our associ-
ation with tho Texas Panhandle Audubon Soci-
cty and wish it succcss in growth and in its
activities in the yonrs to como. --Galloways

THE VERDIN COMES TO THE PALO DURO
__By Konnoth Scyffort

The first sight rocord of the Verdin in
the Pale Duro Canyon State Park was made by
Carroll) Littleficld during our Christmas
bird count on Dececmbor 22, 1965. It was
subsoquently soon a numbor of timos the fol-
lowing January after the discovery by soeveral
of our lady birders of its roosting nost in
1 Texas buckthorn, or jeojube, bush in the
roar of the Sad Monkoy Railread Station. It
is prosumed to have bocn the same bird in
each instance as tho two sightings were mado
within a quarter milo of ono anothcr: al-
though tho Verdin is a woo mite, this is no
groat distance for it to travel, as it is
quitc wide ranging in its foraging habits.

After January, no othor sighting was re=
ported until T made onc on Labor Day of 1966.
This bird was quito a ways from tho locality
of tho othor's original point of observation
a5 the singlo bird was socn downstream from
the first water crossing and some two hundied
yvards northwost of ths Buzzard Roost. The
bird was moving about freely and covering
considorable distancos in its flights from
troo to troo.

The next observation of the Verdin was
made by myself on January 21 of this yecar,
The sighting was made in tho nrea of an in-
torsceting line dircetly wost of the 5ad
Monkcy Railroad station and direcetly south of
Triassic Poak. This time, howovor, thore
wers two birds instead of one and both woro
calling loudly and moving about rapidly.

Tha ycllow on the head of one bird was rather
dull, while that on the othor one was bril-
liant and flameo-like.

Since scoing the pair of birds togothor,
I detormined to koep the area under moro in-
tonsive observation in the hopos of discove
ering thom nesting. Repoated visits, how-
ever, falled te producc the dosired rosults
and it was quitc by accidont, as might bo
aoxpocted, that I cveontually did find thom in
the procoss of nost building. On March 26
I had parked my car at the Sad Monkoy Rail-
road station and had crossed tho road ocast
on my way to South Brushy Draw when I hoard
an unfamiliar bird call. I investigated the
brushy aroa that }ics back from tho strecam
sido and soon found the sourco of the eall
to bo that of a Verdin. I watched tho bird
for semo ton or fiftoon minmutes but as far
as T eould tell it wos fooding only.

I went on my way and roturncd some two
hours lator by the same path of my outward
trip. I walkod along tho trail leading from
tho stroam and when 1 glanced up I saw two
Verding busily ongaged in constructing a
nost about oight feot up in the top of a
thon lonfless Littlcleaf Sumac, Tho nost at
this {continuod next column)

MAY MEETING AND SUMMER RECESS

Jerry Mulliean, suporintondent at Palo
Dare Canyon Stato Park, will speak at the
May 15 meooting, 7:30 in the Garden Centor,
according to Kennoth Soyffort, Program Chair-
man,

Following tradition, tho TPAS will have
no summer moctings; the May meoting will be
tho last until Scptombor.

BIG DAY

The third annual Big Day was tho big-
gost of tham all, as 11 birdors rocorded
144 specios in thoir yoarly sunup to sun-
down offort to count the birds at parks,
camoetories, lakos, and other likoly spots in
Pottor and Randall Countios; Sunday, May 7.

Participating wcre Peggy Acord, recofde
or; Margarct and Raymond Bailey, Vera Dea-
son, Lucille Fiedlor, Rona Ross, Konhoth
Scyffort, Poggy Stack, and Esther Waddill.
The Galloways got back from Nebraska in time
to add the Rod-shaftod Flicker just boforc
sundoun.

Although o tally on numbers of each
specicos of birds had not boen compiled at
pross time, a list of spocios soen is at-
tached.

BIRD NOTES

Birding has been spoctacular for many
TPAS‘ors this past month, with a roal surge
of wostorn birds meking theit appearance
due to oxtrome wostorly winds. Somo of tho
bost have beon Gray Viroo, the first rocord
in many yoars; unusual numbers of Cassin's
Kingbirds; !utton's Virco, soon by one peor-
son only and not confirmmed; twonty-two spe-
cios of warblers, including the Virginia‘s,
Black-throated Gray, Black-throated Green,
Bay-broasted, Blackburnian, EBlackpoll, amd
Prothonotary (a now local rccord): throc
spocics of Swifts soon on tho Big Day; and
Louisiana Waterthrush.

WELCOME

John Bandy is a new mombor of tho
National Audubon Socicty and tho Texas Pan-
handlc Audubon Society.

THE VERDIN GOMES TQ THE PALO DURO (continued)
time was about ono third comploted and quitc
conspicucus. Tho following is a rosumo of
my obsorvations made at tho nost sito on
this and cach subscguent viszit:

March 26: QOver a fiftoen minute inter-
val, twelvo visits were made to the nost
with nesting material. The only material
of large cnough size for me to dotermino its
naturc was what appcarcd to be dead loavos
of provious years®' Littleloaf Sumac.

April 1: Ono adult wes socn noar the
nest., No visit was made to thoe nest and it

appeared far from finished.

April 4: As roported by Leo Galloway,
both birds woro again nost building. At
one timo thoy wore obsorved in a noarby
cottonwood tree. It was on this oceasion
that copulation took placoe. The oggs would
be fertilet

April 8: Ono adult ontored tho nost
with material and remained thero eight min.
utes. During this time (continued noxt p.)
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THE VERDIN COM©S TO THE PALG DURQ (con't)
the othor adult remained outside.

April 16: Onc bird was seon in the
vicinity of tho nest. Was the fomalo inside
it incubating? Bent says, "During tho neste
ing season it is shy and retiring: porhaps
wer should say sly, rather than shy, for it
slips away unobsorved from its nest and
keeps out of sight in the noarost thicket .

. This is cocrtainly wvory truo of the
bind at this time, and generally the pres-

enco of the bird could be dotocted only by
a soft eall it omitted.

April 23: Two adults were noar the
nest, One ontored it at 9:20 a.m. and loft

it at 9:44 a.m.

April 27: The two adults made six
visits to the noest in a thirty minute period.
At timeos, food could boe scon in their mouths.
It is presumed that the oggs have hatchod,
While both adults woroe away from the nest, a
female Brown-headed Cowbird 1lit on the top
of the nest btush and looked norvously a-
round. It thon hopped down to the nest en-
trance at which time I clapped my hands and
frightonec it awny. When this occurred, one
of the adult Verdinsg poppoed up to the top of
a distant juniper and looked around. When
the female Cowbird was on tho nest tree,
the male was nearby giving his rippling
song. Thoe question ariscs, do Cowbirds
parasitize a nest after tho oggs havoe
hatched or only beforet Noting the pros-
once of a nest, was thce Cowbird only inves-
tigating? Meanwhile, down below, two cot-
tontail rabbits did gyro and gimbol in the
wabo. s

April 30: One adult mado onc visit to
the nest during n thirty mimute poried. Af-
ter leaving tho nest, it porched on the limb
of a noarby junipcr and romained thore some
twenty minutes, preoning itsolf and just
sitting, In tho timc precoding entering
the nest, it ongaged briefly in chasing a
Bewick®s Wren.

May 2: I arrived at the nost site at
10:00 a.m. sharp (D.5.T7.). At 10:07 an
adult bird leoft the nest. The following
sequence thon took place: ono bird ontered
the nest at 10:22 and loft at 10:30; one
bird ontered the noest at 10240 and left at
10:u8: one bird entered the nest at 10:53
and left at 11:00. Whon the nest was not
occcupied, both adults could bo seen feoding
in its immediate vicinity

Both birds engaged in a running battle
with a Chipping Sparrow who finally departed
after rcpeated attacks. Whon a famale
Brown-hoaded Cowbird lit on the top of a
nearby juniper, it was routed immediately -
by one of the Verdins who launched itsolf
in a direct flight from the nest bush. All
of the foregoing is not, strictly spoaking,
absolutely and ungqualifiedly accurate, as
an unknown bird call and song, which turncd
out to be that of a Solitary Virco {plume
beous form) drew me away from the nost sitoe
for some two minutes.

In addition to the birds that woroe
chascd, that is, the Bowick!s Wren, Chip-
ping Sparrow, and Brown-headed Cowbird, the
following birds were seen in the nest bush
or in the adjacent junipers and mesgquitos:
Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Cardinal (2),
Audubonts Warbler, Common Bushtit, Mocking-
bird, and White-crowned Sparrow.

It is intoresting to note that on April
1, another Verdin was obsorved by mysolf at
the same location as the one seon the pre-
vious Labor Day. This makes three known
Verdins in the Canyon and, with any luck,
it appears we will soon have additions.

PLEASE NOTE: Tho field trip to local
emnaturios schedulod for Saturday, May 15,
has boeon cancolled.

TWO POEMS BY JCHN CIARDI

The Sizo of Song

Somo rile of birds kills off tho song
in any that bogin to grow
n{argar than a fist or so.
Hhat happons as thay movo along
to pover and size? Something goes wrong.
Bird music is the tremolo
of the tramulous. Birds let us know
the songstoers ncver are the strong.

Onc stop more on tho way of things

we find a second rule applies

to birds that grow to such a size

they loso, or start to losc, their wings:
they start to lose the very strings

of sound itsolf. Give up the skies:

youtre left your welght. And your last tios
to anything that sings.

Gulls Land and Chase to Bo

Spreesd back across the nlr, wings wide,
legs out, thoe wind delicately

dumped in balance, the gulls ride
down, down, hang, and, oxactly,

touch, folding not quite at once
into thoir gengling welght, but

taking ono stop, two, wings still askance,
reluctantly, at last, shut,
twitch one look around,
and are aground.
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List of birds secn on the Big Day, May 7, 1967:

Canada Gooso
Mallnrd

Gadwall

Pintail

Widgeon

Shovalor
Riuc-winged Teal
Cinnomon Teoal
Groen-winged Teal
Ruddy _
Turkey Vulturo
Mlssissippi Kito
Coopor's Hawk
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Marsh Hawlk

Red-tail

Swalnsonts Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Sparrow Hawk

Scaled CQuail

Bob White
Ring-necked Pheasant
Little Blue Heron
Black-crowned Night Heron
Greon Heron

Coot.

Avocet,

Semipalmated Plover
Snowy Plovor
Killdeor

Greater Yellowlogs
Losser Yellowlogs
Baird®s Sandpiper
Loast Sandpiper
Stilt Sandpiper
Black-necked Stilt
Wilson¢s Phalaropo
Spotted Sandpiper
Sandorling
Semi-palmated Sandpiper
Ring~billed Gull
Herring Gull
Franklints Gull
Black Tern

Hourning Dove

. Yollow=billed Cuckoo
Roadrunnor

Torned Qwl

Barn Owl

Burrowing Qwl
Poor-will

Cormon Nighthawk
Black Swift

Chimnoy Swift
Vhite-throated Swift
Kingfishor
Golden-fronted Woodpeckor
Ladder~-backoed Woodpocker
Redushafted Flicker
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Enstorn Kingbird
Wostorn Kingbird
Cassints Kingbird
Ash-throated Flycatchor
Say's Phoobo
Empidonax Flyeatchor
Wostermn Wood Poowoo
Olive-sided Flyeatcher
Horned Lark

Barn Swallow

CIALL Swallow
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Violot-groan Swallow
Tree Swallow
Rough-wingod Swallow
Bank Swallow

Purple Martin

Blue Jay
Black-crostod Titmouse
Vordin

Common Bush-tit

House Wren

Bewickts Wren

Rock Wron

Canyon Wren
Long-~bllled Marsh Wren
Mockingbird

Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Robin

Hormit Thrush
Swainson's Thrush
Veery

Blue-gray Gnateatcher
Ruby-erowned Kinglet
Codar Waxwing
Loggerhead Shrike
Starling

Gray Viroo

Solitary Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Black-and-white Warhler
Orange=-crowned Warblor
Nashville Warblor
Yollow Warbler

Myrtle Warblor
Audubont®s Warhlor
Chestnui-sided Warbler
Blackpoll,

Northern Watorthrush
Yollowthroat

Wilson's Warbler
Redstart

Housc Sparrow

Wastorn Meadowlark
Yollow=-hoadod Blackbird
Red-wing

Broworts Blackbird
Boat-tailed Grackle
Common Grackle
Brown-hecaded Cowbird
Bullock*s Qriole
Cardinal

Black=headed Grosbeak
Evening Grosboak

Blue Grosbeak

Lazull Bunting
Painted Bunting

House Finsh

Pino Siskin

Goldfinch

Rod Crossblll
Groon=-tallod Towhoo
Rufous-sided Towhoe
Grasshopper Sparrow
Lark Bunting

Vesper Sparrow

Lark Sparrow
Rufous-crouned Sparrow
Cassin's Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Savamnah Sparrow
Clay-colorod Sparrow
White-crowncd Sparrow



