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October, L967

FIRST FALL SUTINGs

Though few attended, thesa who did re-
ported a rawarding field trip mide en the
Currie ranch en a beauciful O¢ty 1 worning.
On & two hour hike wade en the ramehy which
is located belew the dam at lake Tanglewood,
Peagy Acord, Margares, Raywond sad Cheyenne
Bailey, Mrsg Fiadler and children, with their
guests, and Katherina, Ken and Barbava Whipe
ple saw, among ether more common specied,
17 Turkeys, 2 Cassin's Ringbirde, a Sage
Thrasher, and numerxcus Lesser Geldfinchess
It is hoped that on our next outing, sehed-
uled for later this menth and which will be
discussed at eur next Joelety matim more
of us can attend, :

ABROUT THE GARDEN CENTER{

Vera Deasaon writes as follows on cht status
of the Garden Center: "My Parr, Building
Chairman, considered the buj.ldi.ng W% com-
pleted Sept, 1st, after payment te the con~
tractor of $17,709.46 which coveraed.30% of
the work completed to date, - There was én
odditional expense of $65,00 paid out for .
some lact minute aurveyiag.

The city has providad water at the sitey
Southwestern Public Service Company's ine
stallation of a powar line ta the site wili
be underwritten by the Amarillo Area Found-
ation, The estimate to bring sewer line
connection across the creek from Wallace -
Blvd, is not 2 firm one at this time -
may be as much as $5,000,00 -~ which we will
have to bear. Telephene service te the
site will be installed at no. cherge to us.
A1l ucilities oo the Medieal- Ceneer will
be underground,

Sept. lst, tatal unpaid pledges and ¢A8h
in the build&ng fund awounted to 3263, 376,94,
The contract with the builder amounted te
$262,900,00, That figure does not; inalude
the architect'’s fea of 6%, or the ftems:
listed above. It is ectimated by the time
all of these items are totalled the cest
will be about $202,000,0Q.

Furnishinga,. equi.pmanﬁ and lendgoaping:
are not yat provided fer, These things:
could run emether. $80,000,00,.

At the time thé: contract was signed the
total in. the. bullding fund: of chszh and
pleiges awouabed to. §221,000,00: oo ‘you
see $42,000.08 hac core in simee Fuly,,

Owr biggest problem La oo slways « tee
fiew; peoplu. working to raisa toneyl*’

"MARIPOSA'

This werd, meaning "hutterfly' in
Spanish, has been appropiintley selected
by Peggy Acord to carry the theme &f the
TPAS entry in the anmual Xmas tree pagesnt,.
The butterflies will be made of blue foil
and the floweras among which they will be
hovering will be ef styrafoam with pine cone
poetals im gold and White. Peggy welcomes
any assistance you cén give im meaking thenm,

FALL MIGRANTS:

Leng-billed Matsh Wrea < 1 at Buffalo
Lake 9/15 (K$); Blaek-crownad Night Heren -
40 at Buffale Eake 9/17 (XS): Yellew-crown=
ed Night Hereh - 1 in the yard of Thelma
Fox (date unknewn) and 1 at Buffalo Lake
9/17 (KS): Wkite-crowned Sparrew - 1 at
Buffale Lake %/24 (KS8); Sharp~shinned Hawk
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= 3. at Buffalo Lake 9/24 (KS}: Yellow-
breasted Chat » 1 at Buffalo Lake 9/24 (KS);
Green Heron ~ 1 at Buffslo Lake 9/24 (KS);
Fraoklin's Oyll « 100 on a playa 9/24 (KS);
Am Bittern » 1 at lake Tanglewood 9/30 scen
by the parents of Peggy Acord; Song Sparrow -
1 at Buffalo Lake 10/1 (KS)} W, Tanager - 1
at Puffalo Lake 10/1 (KS)j Ceeper's Hawk -

I at Buffalo Lake 10/1 (KS); Audubon's War-
bler ~\flock of 250+ at Llamc Cemetery 10/2
by Peggy Acord, et al.} Sage Thrasher - 1
at seme plmee 10/2 by Peggy Acerd, et al,;
Ruddy Duck ~ 1 at Elysian Fieldes 10/1 by
samaj Prairie Faleon - 1 at Elysian Fields
10/1 (ES); Weod Thrush - 2 at Llano. Ceme-
tery 10/6 by Peggy Acord and Thelma Fox; 7
DBouble-crested Cormerant - 2 at Buffalo Lake
10/8 (KS); Lincoln's Sparrow - 2 at Buffalo
take 10/8 (XS); Oregon Jumce - 1 at Buffalo
Lake 10/ (KS): Rufous-sided Towhea - 1 at
Buffalo Lake 10/8 (KS).

m:s FROM A WE& WHO- MEGRATED ¢

-Mrss Clyde Biller, who was transferred to
S8an Antonie this summer, writes from there
that she is now enjoying her leisure moments
by sitting on the balcony of her apartment
sad watching the many humningbirds thet visit
the feaeders of her neighborsyr Her address
is 1002 Oak Manor Prive, Apt. #1108, San
Antonio, Texes 78229,

NEW BIRD FOR OUR CHECK LIST:

The Ringed Turtle Dove can now be officill
added to the Potter-Ramdall Coumty check
list of birds, 4 nuuber of our members have
observed the spectes-withtn Amaritle-during
the past several years but its suecessful
nesting eutside of ceptivity has never been
reportad. Vera Deason, who lives: at 2204
S. Parker, reports the following: 'Yesterday,
Sept, 14, I continued te hear the cooing of
a dove and located a Ringed Turtle Dove
perched on. & Ligh wire ai the back of our
property. The dove lingered and lingered
and I thought fresh water or grainm was necded
@b wilked quietly toward the feeder to re-
pleatsh thae supply and walked within ten
feet of & ytung, very small, but well. feather
&l dove on the ground under the: feeder, The
git) wiv: wecks fer me came to the: deor and
she too. saw the: l1ittle dove, In & few mo-
pents: Lt flew inco: the tree and seem both
mm&- . Such excitement !

PROORAM FOR OCTOBER MERTING::

Mrs, Elizebeth: Crabb, liead of the reference
dapartoent. of the AmariIIOrPublie Library,
tims kindly censented te presant the. program
for Octobar. These of us: who have used the
facilities of our fine public library are
avare of the excellent coverage glven tliere
te our favorite subject 'birds, as well as
reliited flelds in natural history and connorv-
wvitien, We urge as many members as possivic
te attend to hear Mrs, Crabb. explain tlie
libreries™ functiens, usés, and. facilitios,

CALENDER¢

Oct. 16 - Monthly Society maet:ing’.
Oct, 22 -~ Fleld trip, to be anneunced,
Mev, 20 - Monthly Seciety meeting,



THE UPLAND PI.OVER

W. 4, HUDSON (1922) ~ "Lying awake in bed, I would listen by the hour to that sound
coming to me from the sky, mellowed and made beautiful by distance and the profound
silence of the moonlet world, until it acquired a fascination for me above all sounds
on earth, so that it lived ever after in me; and the image of it is as vivid in ty mind
at this moment as that of any bird call or cry, or any other striking sound heard yes-
terday or but an hour ago, It was the sense of wmystery it conveyed which so attracted
and impressed me - the mystery of that delicate, frail, beautiful being, traveling in
the sky, alone day and night, crying aloud at iatervals as if moved by some powerful
emotion, beating the air with its wings, its beak peinting like the needle of the cowm-
pass to the north, flying, speedinhg on its 7,000-mile flight to its nesting home in
another hemisphere,' ,

FRED J. PIERCE - "The bird's song is very interesting, but it is given little atten-
tion in books relating to ornithology., On still wings, these large birds cirecle glowly
about, usually so high as to be mere specks in the gky, and give their shrill, penetra-
ting whistle, which will carry nearly a wile, depending upon the wind and the altitude
of the whistler, First there are a fecw notes sounding like water gurgling from a large
bottle, then comes the loud whip-whee-ce-you, long drawn out and weirdly thrilling,
When I first heard this strange cry I at once thought of some specles of hawk ns baing
the author of it, and I have known others to think the saeme thing. It #r.tco 1-.
penetrating a cry to be attributed to one of the sandpipers, I have heard thg bird
whistling in this menner as late as July, but I do not balieve that this is & cocmon
practice. On oore then one occasion I have seen the bird, after eircling at such height
28 to be almost out of sight, close its wings and shoot to earth like a falling stone.
This thrilling performance is similar to that of the prairie horned lark, which takes a
bead-first drop to earth when it has finished singing its contribution to the usual
spring worning chorus,"

ALDO LEOPOLD (1949) - "The ecstatic upland plover, hovering overhead, poured praises
on something perfect: perhaps the eggs, perhaps the shadows, or perhaps the haze of
pink phlox that lay on the prairie," ‘

PETER MATTHIESSEN (1965) - "The wind birds arc not credited with the ability to sing,
a disgrace that they share with all nenmerbors of the Passeriformes, or perching birds -
the so-called songbirds. Yet the calls of shorchbirds arc often more melodious than the
songs of songbirds, Since songbirds and non-songbirds use their voices for the same
purposes, and since birdseng is a functional activity, seldon if ever performed for
pleasure, the tern 'songbird' becomes even more unrelioble than the term 'shorebird’,
Any Dan'who, hearing the spring fluting of th& GBIand” shndplpsi s ft-drtfes down™ -
through the worning over a sunny weadow, finds this beautiful sound less songlike than
that of the song sparrow on the fence below, is making a uysterious distinction."

DOCTER COUES (1874) - "Young birds are abroad late in Junc - curious little creatures,
tinid and weak, led sbout by their anxious parents; solicitous for their welfare, and
ready to eunitge in the most unequal contests on their behalf, When half grown, but
still in the down, the littla creatures have a curious, clumsy, top-heavy look; their
legs look disproportionately large, like those of a young colt or calf; and they may be
caught with I{ttle difficulty, as they do not run vary well, I once happened upon a
brood, perhaps two weeks old, rawbling with their mother over the prairie, She sounded the
alara to seatter her brood, but not before I had secured one of them in my hand. I never
saw a braver defense atterpted than was wade by this strong-hearted though powerless bird,
who, after exhausting her artifices to draw me in pursult of herself, by tumbling about
as 1f despoerately wounded, and lying panting with eut-stratched wings on the grass, gave
up hope of saving her young in this way, and then alwost attacked me, dashing close up
and retrpating again to renew her uselass onslaught, She was evidently incited to un-
usual courage by the seight of her little one struggling in my hand."

ED B, BEMNERS (1887) - "At the former place wc found immense-flocks on the prairie,
and they were so tame that the flock would part in the middle and let us drive between
them, We often shot enough birds while going through a flock in this way to last for
several meals, When they thought we did not see them they would stand perfectly still,
and being the same color as their surroundings they easily escaped detection,"

EDWARD H, FORBUSH (1912) - "About 1080, when the supply of passenger pigeons began to
fail, and the marketmen, looking for gome other game for the table of the epicure in spring
and surmer, called for plover, the destruction of the Upland Plover began in earnest, Tle
price increased, In the spring uigration the birds were met by a horde of market gunners,
shot, packed in barrels and shipped to the cities, There are tales of special refriger-
ater cars sent out to the prairie regions, and parties of gunners regularly employed to
follow the birds and ship plover and curlews by the carload to the Chicago warket, These
may not be based on facts, but we know thaet the birds came to market in great quantities."



