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“THE LAST WORD OF A BLUEBIRD &5 TOLD TO A
CHILD":
“As I went out a Crow
In a low volee said Oh,
How do you do?
I just came to tell you
To tell Lesley (will you?)
That her little Bluebird
Wanted me to bring word
That the north wind last night
That made the stars bright
And made ice on the trough
Almost made him cough
His tail feathers off,
He just had to fly.
But he sent her Good-bye
And said to be good
An wear her red hood,
ind look for skunk tracks
In the snow with an axe
And do everything,
And perhaps in the spring
He would come back and sing!"
----- Robert Frost

A WHO-DOME-IT?:

"This last month saw the local group
help a Great-horned Owl get back on its
feet and into its natural environment,
One Sunday evening, I got 2 call from
'Peggy Acord saying that she had &
Great-horned Owl in a box in her garage
and wanted to koow if I could do any-
thing for it. So Monday morniog I
leaded up o large cage and drove. into
toun,

The owl was in excellent shape and
hiz injuriesc, if ony, were not known.
After transferrving the owl Lrom the
box te the cage, I drove back out to
the ranch, When I unloaded the cage,
the owl, who had been very quiet, began
flappanw both winge and using both feet
jquite well, I placed the cage in our
feeder area and left the owl to quieten
down. The owl spent the afternoon
watching the squirrels come and go from
the feeder, About dark I opened the
main door to the cage, but the owl just
gsat and looked out, I tipped the cage
aslightly and the owl spread his wings.
When one wing hit the open door, his
head piveted immediately from the
scveened side opening and focused om
the open area, After e couple of
seconds of looking, the owl gave a leap
and flew across the creek into a large
cottonwood tree where it stayed until
dark,

We noticaed our first Juncoes and
White«crowned Sparrows at the feeder
on the morning of Hov. 6. We also
have some night-time visitors, The
first waa a raccoon with a withered
hind leg, now called Gimpy. We thought
to supplement his diet of scratch feed
with some canned dog food. 4 shkunk got
wind of this 'goodie' and now comes in
te feed alse,

While on a puotographing and cketcaing
trip to the Kirtser ranch along the
Czpadian on the 20th of Oct,, we saw
one Golden Eagle, 39 Redheads, 4 Canvas-

backs, and cne Pied-billed Grebe. There
were also lots of Turkeys,

On the 4tw of Nov,, I saw 11 Sandhill
Cranes flying over the ranch and the day
bafore on the 3rd of Nov., about 500
Canada Geegse f£lev over very high, On
Mov. 7th there were 2 Brown Creepers at
the feedex," '

» Jim Jokerst.

BUFFALO LAKE IN MID-OCTCBER:

Az 1llustrative of what birds can be
found at the Duffalo Lake Wildlife Refuge
in mid-October, the following is a list
of the species seen there by Kenneth
Seyffert on 10/22: Gret-blue Heron (1);
Mallard (abundant):; Gadwall (common);
Pintail (abundant); Green-winged Teal
{(abundant}; Blue-winged Teal (common);
American Widgeon (abundant); Shoveler
(common) ; Redhead (60); Leaszer Becaup
(10} ; Sharp-schinned Hawl (4); Cooper's
Hawlk (1); Red-tailed Pawk (1); Swain=
sort'e Fawk (1); Golden Eagzle (2 - one
of which was an immatwre); llarsh Hawk
(1): Dobwhite {067}; Sandhill Crane (41);
Americon Coog (2004); Xilldeer (25);

Tlazh- 'nm A Plover (135 fronter Yellow-
legs (Z1); Yoroosz ﬂ11ﬂ*‘o*ﬁ (1): Dunlin
a - by Pr* Tagma ntor plumoge but

i
Blzclk of heily oo 11 P*ﬂ1t thwugh
spotiot '.:'.'.t"" '.‘:..-...L.,, srg=uwilled Dou-
itcans (L3 Samivpalmntcd Gfandpiper
(comaaniny ; Wosgern Senapines {1); Marbled
Godwit i%; Bandeviing 1Yy Amervieon. -
fvecet (755 Tano-billcd 31l {4); Frant-
lin'c 700l f«?C‘,, Mournins Dove (4);
Barn 0ol {1}; Beltsd Yingfisher (1);
Rad-rhafeca Tlicher (4); Ladder-backed
Woodpaciker (433 Forned Lark (common);
Barn Swallzw (2); Drowm Crecper (1);
Winter Wean (1) Ifrg-billed Marsch
Wren (2); Roch Uren (2); lockingbird
(2); Hermit Thwush (5); Swaingon's
Thrush (1); Mountain Bluehizd (1)
Townsend's Solitoivoe [1); Ruby-crowned
Kinglet (5); Lerszeshnod Shvike (2);
Myrtle Warbler (2); Audubon's Warbler
(47); Western Mczisulowk (conmon);
Rad-winged Blackbird (obundant); Ameri-
can Goldfindh {2); Rufous-sided Towhee
{2} ; Savaunah Spaveew (L) Vesper
Swmarrow (4); Orcgnn Junco (3); Chipping
Sparrow (0); White-¢rsunad Sparrow (18);
Swomp Sparrvow (X} Seng Zparrow (7}
This list of 03 bivds 1ie not bad bird-
ing for a socmingly barven land and the
avid birdor eould find ciill move for
iz or Lwr list by eutering a different
hat Szt oush as syrovidazé by Paleo Duro
ganyoa, This samz srgarver was in the
canyon tid provisus day and saw, in
additvion to a number of those listed
above, th2 f21iuwing, coled Quail (12);
Golden-fesntel Wondpockar (3); Dlack-
crasted Titwoura (2%: Common Bushtit
(17); Dewiek's Wren (4); Conyon Wren (2);
Bobin (26); Golden-cruowned Kinglet (1);
Orange-erowned Warbler {1); Cardinal (2);
Rufous-crosmed Sparrow (3. To and from
the cany:n Izt cbscrved on the prairie o
Sporrvew Uimuk ond a Surrowing Owl, while
within the city limits of Amarillo he saw



Pouge Gparrvows, Blue Jays (2), a House
vineh, osud Starlings. That io o total
of GC species oi birds in two days that
could eagily have been found in one,
and Lif the observer had recally hustled,
5£ill more could have been added. We
invite comparisons with other localitcies
on a like date,

Some other interesting observations
of this birder ac Buffalo Lake were
fing-necked Duclk (13); Fleld Sparrow
(2), Sage Thrasher (1), Scissor-todled
Flycatcher (%), Rough-legged Hawk (1):
Ferrupinous Hawk (1), Stilt Sandpiper
(20), all on 10/15, while on 10/29 the
number of Ring-billed Gulls there had
increased to 112 and the Franklin's
Gulls to 1000+, and there wer 10
Eared Grebes and o Brown Thrasher and
a Slate=colored Junco pr sent. Pegay
Licoxd veported an Osprey at Lake Tangle-
aod on 10/20, and said the Mountain
Siuebirds ahd arrived there on 10/21.

o Grey-headed Jutico and Brown Thrasher
aave been back-yard visitors at her
plice, On 11/5 Kenneth Seyffert re-
roiea o Pigeon Hawk and an Eastern

sueipizd ot Pale Dure Canyon, and he
sov 4 Tree Sparvows and 16 female

Jeifleliends at Tuffalo Lake. Believe
7iva me, L& female Buffleheads feoding
iy o wouw is & charming sight! On 11/11
2z reporied 2 3lue Goose alonz with 110
datada Gense at Elysian Fields, while
i the fields nearby the McCown's
oomernes wore ahbundant and there were
LoGascenast- oollared Longapurs, The
Follociny day he saw at least 20

Guwed frebes at Buffole Lake along with

che fdrac Common Merganser of the Fall,

ard noioce Hachville Warblewr,

CorT HORR GDOD TINDS:
ne of the more rare sightings of a
spacies of bird in this area was made
wy Rena Rosc on 10/29, At a feeder in
vae yard at 2005 3. Travis a Sage Sparrow
sppeared and lingered lomy enough to be
cnon also by Esther Waddall and Thelma
Lowly, This points up the moral thac for
:72d hinding you don't necegsarily have
. gn iremping the boon-docks to find
Some of the Accidentals shown
© 2 nuyr Cheele-list are there because
v bivder chose to stay home, had a pair
© binoeculars handy, and was patient.
.o 10/20 Kenneth Seyffert had the
geud lortune to find 15 Horned Grebes
m: Elycian Tields. While this bird is
17czed as an irregular winter vieitant
iw this area, when it does appear it

LI R

.5 usually singly. To see 15 at one
tlme, and to watceh them closely through
4 ocepe, 1s an excliting experience,

Evan move exciting to him, possibly
secnuse ¢ vas a lifer, was the presence
ol a Common Loon at Buffalo Lake on 11/12,
™ thot calm, sparkling, crisp morning
me vateched the bird off and on as it fed
Y the widdle of the lake off Cotrtonwood
tove, To add fwre lustre to the day,
Teere were 3 Western Grebes prasent
along with 1 Bonaparte's Gull!

A PROMISING COMPROMISE OU THE REDWOODS
“from Audubon Conservation Guide):
A new proposal passed by the 3cnoce

Commitiee on Interior and Insular Affairs
has rekindled heope for a Redwvood Wational
Parle this session, It is a true cowpro-
mise; not eatively satisziactery to any .
oi the parties concerned, but much better
than no park at all.

The new park would consist of two main
units, one in the Mill Creek region to
the north (tle aorea that has been favored
by the Administracion and that was en-
dorsed by the National Audubon Seciety),
the other in the Redweod Creelk section
to the south (choice of the Sierra Club
and the Motcalf-Conelan L4111}, plus a
strlp of redwpods along the coast connect-
ing the twe units. The compromise area
would add up to about 50,000 acres,

Although the Matiernal Audubou Society
would have preferred a different parl,
it has gone on record from the start as
backing any proposal that would be effaec-
tive in saving the redwoods. Likewise,
the Sierra Club is supporting the com-
promise, although the plan iz far short
of what that organization recoumended,
And with the Scnate backing of Sen,
Kuchel, California Republican, and Sen, .
Jackson, Washington Demoerat, momentum
for the parlk {s beginning to build again,

And Congresc still has time to improve
it; if tbore is ercuga public demand, the
plan con be ovrezodad znd passed,

WHIPPLE VIARTY.INGS
"Higivays were Daepyuays for me chis
sumines ag foaet oead finally led to ¢he
drelarsd Tochler's hoaczowa of Mie,
Michigan. Iils 1o tLe conter of am 11-

-
L
i

Cosguare wile szea devoved to the care

and pampeving on foo Tictiand Varbler.,
Que Tiwre ctep woo ot the office of
tha Czeoda Couaty Weelly Nevs vhere

va ingreduced omrselves co My, Cournayer,
owner of the poaper, When he learoed

wi had cowr from Yeras fo see the
Kirtland Varblor, ho lecked us over
irom head to oe, gchoek Lils lLead and
cormenced, ‘I jusy don't undersiand
people who travel all thoooe niles

just to see o bird.' Dut understand

us or not hre wac woot praciows and
helpful. Tle played liis tape of the
Kirtland Warblezr's couz, This is a
most unucudl warbler song. Ik has a
clear, ringing, straight forward
quality to it. Differenct from any

of the twiepin~ s-ags of other warblers,
I have heard. Ve listened to the tape
for quite some time as Mr. Courneyer
ilongisted that bnewing the song would
afd vs in locating the bhird, UNext he
voluntaered to cone with us on our bird
hun)]  So after an impatient stop at
the ational Torestry office to get a
permit to rean the aren, ve ware on

our way, Ghe drive teoir us through a
lovely, gveen jack pine forest area,
The lovelinecss changed wihen the road wade
a sharp tern, leve was denolation,

the proen pines were zone and only
tlaclenad trunks remained, This was
the firet step in the care and panp-
ering of Kirtland Warblers, project
Pop~Corn, I iz o controlled hurn
area, Thz jock pilae hias beon deliber-
ately burnel go thet tb- pine cones
will release thoir zceds, In about



St ids burned over area will produce
Facs pine of the ripht zoiza to providae
austiag sites Zov these vare birds, It
wioplanned chat about every 5 years a
suore nile of jock pine will be burmed
Z9 a5 ©e keep o supply of young growth,

Turther into the nesting area we found
ancther ctep for the care amd pampering
of this bird, In a clearing were several
very large traps baited to actvact the
cowbirds who parasatize the nest of the
Yirvtland, This projeet has wmet with zome
suceess a5 the day we were there about ED
of the troulle wakers were ia the traps.

Locating the bird itself was very siople
~==1f you Lknow how, Mr, Courneyer had us
drive into an area with some small jack
pine and muweh shrubby undergrowth. Here
he started his tape of the Kirtland
Warbler's pong. It wasu't long before
that taped call was answered. We walked
in the direction of the call. I waz
unbelieving, was it really going to be
this easyl Well, it was --- - just thot
casy. We followed the song and found o
nair of warblers. Tucy posed in the
biraneues of a jack pine, wagged thelirx
“i3s and sang, There we stood watching
wid listening. It wasn't long before
Loee voitg of our pair was echoed by
sacchuar blrd off in the distonce. I
ac vemmted 9 sae Lf T could locate
ciaT birl.,  Jut wateching our show-off
iz was teo oond to leave, Aftor we
il bonnbed, ejaculoted, exclaimed and
~aT A pone woxe, we had to be on our
- Tur thot suwmer day in the Kirte
Lot Vatbler'c tarritory will be ancther
LnEh opoit in oy birding coreer.”

- Kotuerine ihipple.

L TIE FIDDLER DIRD AND ROBIN SAY:
Mikat is thot bird we hear singing
g o« or yhistliug - one low note and
soveral high notes?”™ T acked, j(The
~ututy, wallking in tue Green Mountains,
Lor fallen in with o schoolgirl.)
b4 Tiddler bixd, the teacher calls it
o the regpouse, "The teacher says
“' giyc, 'Here I come fiddling, fiddling';
. tLe ehildren at school they say it
-3, 'Rejoice and be plad', and the
"o says the robins say, 'Ephraim
tiet, the sky is skillet, scour it
Totslin, seour it elean, ™
Lun fiddler bird, or white-throcted
=ex~w, to whieh we had been listening,
suolen most parts of New England only in
o3 ooring and gubtuon wigrations, but it
o oumaer bird in the wountains....
fqne faney it eries, "I, I, peabody,
conordy, " whence cones still another
I its nanes--- peabody bird.
~law Enpgland and Its Heiglbors-~,

Hanry Thoreaw was of the opinion that
the white-throated Sparrow sang “Poor,
Sam Teabody, Peabody", but, he said,
tho peoples fartler north clain it says
'Gh, My Canada, Canada".

C4LLEMDAR :

Hov. 20 - Monthly Scciecty Meeting.

Dacember - Annual Christmas Bird Count
in the Paloe Dure Canyon.
Please be st the Novetber
ueeting to aid in the selec-
tion of the date on which
this count is to take place,

PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER MEETING:

Ag of this writing, your Program Chair-
main regrets to report that none of the
plans for a program for the Novamber
meating have oaterialized, Please do
not let this deter you from attending
the meeting o83 there are a nuwber of
inpowtant business items rhat need
everyone's attention in resolving.



