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Glean Ranch Field Trip: o .
Thirteen people twn od out for our field
trip to the Gleon Ranch on Feb.1li. This
rauch overlooks the Palo Duro Canyon and
contains some attractive side canyons that
lead into the Big One. While a careful
count produced only six species of birds,
some of those were particularly welcomed
and enjoyed. This was so in the case of
our out-of-town visitor, Don Gage of Child-
ress, who added the Golden Eagle, Sharp-
shioned Hawk, and Canyon Wren te his 1life
list, Two Golden Earles soared leisurely
above the Canyon and allowed everyone an
extensive look at.them, while a Sharp-
sninned Hawk swooped rapidly up the canyon
will and veered off at the last minute
before a wide-eyed greup who were startled
by its rapid presence, Before the group
gathered, Don had observed a Scrub Jay,
another lifer for him, in back of Six Gun
City. When told of this, your Editor, who
wanted the bird for his year's list, started
out looking for it but was chased off the
premises by a real toter of a real six gun.
There way yet be a draw-down in 5ix Gun!

PROGRAM FOR MARCH MEETING: :

Jim Jokerst will present the program for
our monthly meeting én March 18 and the
subject will be The Leager Prairie Chicken,
We are looking forward to hearing the pre-
sentation for this species is one of par-
ticular interest to birders in this area,
Within easy driving distance of us are most
of the Lesser Prairie Chickens that one is
Tikély to”find in ‘the world, "It is also apt
as pians have been made for this Society
to go looking for them in Roger Mills County,
Okla, on April 20-21, These plans will be
the main point of business at our March
meeting, For those who would like to ex-
tend and enlarge their reading on this
species a recent Quarterly Progress Report
of the Oklahome Cooperative Wildlife Research
Unit has been issued which reports on the
effect of brush removal in western Oklahoma
on Lesser Prairie Chickerm and other studies
on Oklahoma birde, This publication may
e received from John A. Morrison, 408 Life
Jeiences Bullding, Oklahoma State University,
Stillwater, Okla,, 74074,

~PRING MEETING OF THE TOS:

As reported by the Bulletin of the Texas
Ornitholegical Society, their spring meeg-
ing will be at McKittrick Canyon in the
auewly formed Guadalupe Mountains Wational
Park, and Carlshad Caverns, May 4 and 5,
The point of gathering will be White City,
d. M, and details will be furnished later.
You can register in advance by writing Mrs.

Cleve Bachman, 2120 Thomas Road, Beaumont, Tex,

SOMETHING TO BE LOOKLHG FOR:

Make sure you read the April issue of the
liorned Lerk wherein an account of the Grady
Fox'o trip to Jamaica will appear,

FIELD TRIP TO BUFFALO LAKE:
As always in the past, the first field trip

to Buffalo Lake was held on March 3, the first Ro

funday after the refuge in reopened to the
public following 1ts closing the previous
dov. 1. This day dawned cloudy (clearing
by neon), cold (22 degrees F,), and windy
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“fout of the north). Anyone who has birded
at Buffale Lake knows that when the wind
i blowing it is twice as celd there as
anywhere else. We regret to say that only
tvo birders showed up, Peggy Acord and Ken
Seyffert, for the day was productive in
birds that many would have liked to have
seen, Some 40 or more species were there,
including 3 immature Bald Eagles, 20 Snow
Geese, a palr of Great Horned Ouls, 2 Rough-
legged Hawks, and 2 Red=-tailed Hawks, ene
group of 75 or more Common Mergansers’ en-
goged in cooperative fishing tactics, the
largest flocks of Tre¢ Sparrows seen there
in a long time, the firsc 5 "peeps' of the
year (unidentified), and a sky full of re-
turning ducks, Also, a coyote was seen a3
it trotted across the mud flats,

A BIRD FEEDER FOR THE CITY:

A few years ago Miss Altalee Sifford kind-
ly donated $500 to our socliety with the
request that the fundes be used for the
eraction and maintenance of a bixd feeder

" 4n Elluood Park, At last this request hes
been fulfilled, thanks te the energetic and
resourceful Peggy Acord,

On Friday, March 8, 1968, a feeder was
erected et Eiwveod Park in honor of Miss
Altalees Sifford, Present on the occasion
werae Mrs, Grady Fox and Mcs, I, D, Acord
of the TPAS, and Mr. Strickland Watkins of
the City Park and Recreation Department.
The feeder, a two foot long redwood hoppex
type, was built by Mr. Ralph Goodin. Pic-
-tures of the-inetallation-were--gaent-to-Mins
Sifford, and the feeder itself carries a
matal plaque which honors her.

BIRDING DURING THE DOLDRUMT:

Birding locally has becn slow, as it al-
ways 15 during this time of the year. At
Lake Tanglewood on 3/3 Peggy Acord reported
a4 Hermit Thrush and a melanistic Ferruginous
Hawk, while very large flocks of Cedar Wax-
wings centinue to be geen in town in the
Bivin's area,

Moving out of town, George and Rena Ross
reported on their recent trip to Houston,
Galveston and Rockport, At Galveston, the
Cattle Hgrets were absent but a larger than
usual number of Little Blue Herons wade up
for the lack. A large flock of terns,
mostly Forater's, was nice as were the oum-
bers of Golden Plover and snipe. Puddle
ducks were common all along the ceast,
Pled-billed Grebes were common, Less common
but interesting were cormorants, Americen
Bitterns, Long-billed Curlew, Whimbrels,
Clapper Rails and 1 Pileated Woodpecker.

In with large flocks of vultures was a flock
of migratory hawks,

Arannas Refuge held a few wintering £ly-
catchers and Myrtle and Orange-crowned War-
blers. One Whooping Crane on Jones' Pond
(George said it was either a crane or &
stork) was a welcome addition to the 1ldist.
The only life bird (& real goodie) was the
Macked Duck at Aranzas Refuge,

The Cattle Egreta finally showed up at
ckport. The only peeps seen were in the
ckport ares, Puxple Mariins were in and
a zoft pink carpet of aspring beauties de-
lighted the eye. Rockport produced a Euro-
pean Widgeon and Rattlesnake Point came
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forth with lovely pink Roseate Spooubills,
Fulvous Tree Ducks and a few Marbled Godwits
wvoere fun to see. A notable gap on the list
was the Black Skimmer entirely miosed and
much missed since it is truly one of the
lovelieste birds on fihe coast,

COME RESULTS OF STUDIES IN THE PDC:

On April 1, 1967, Ken Seyffert began a
Breeding Bird Census in the Palo Puro Canyon
which extended through July 30, and followed
it up with a Wintering Population Study
that began on Dec, 3 and ended Feb, 18, 1968,
The area covered ic a thirty acre tract at
the first water crossing bounded on the
noxth by the campground, on the east by
e parl: road, on the south by a dry draw,
and on the west by bluffs. A condensation
of the vesults follovs:

Breeding Bird Cencuc! The 20 species
vioge nesting territories were wholly or
partially contained within the area were
{(in order of abundance), Mourning Dove,
Mockingbird, Bulloek's Oriole, Golden-
fronted Woodpecker, vewicks Wren, Painted
Buniing, Cardinal, Mississippf Kite, Bob«
wil te, Blue Jay, Rufous=crowned Sparrow,
Yallow-billed Cuckoo, Ash=-throated Fly-
catcher, Blue Grosbeak, Scaled Quail, Laddev~
baglied Woodpechker, Black=crested Titmouse,
Seraech Owl, Belted Kingfisher, and Common
Bushtit, Thus there were 60,5 territorial
moles present vhich projects to 200 males
per 100 acres, In addition, the Brown-
ncaded Cowbird, including females, was per-
sistently observed, 40 other species of
birds uere obscrved on the census area but
tluese were either transients, migrants, ox
lingering winter resjdents,-- :

Winturlng Population Cengus: The 44 upc- |

cies seen on the census area were (in order
of abundsnce), Oregon Junco, Slate-colored
Junco, Mountain Bluebird, Bobwhite, Robin,
Song Cparrow, Scoaled Quail, Common Bushtit,
Codar Waxwing, Cardinal, Golden-fronted
Voodpecker, American Goldfinch,; Rufous-
croyned Sparrow, Red-shafted Flicker, Bewicks
HUren, Mockingbird, Townsend's Solitoire,
ufous~sided Towhee, Brown Towhee, Sparrow
dawk, Killdeer, Belted Kingfisher, Yellow-
cuafted Flicker, Goldenwcrowned Kinglet,

Ticld Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Mallaxd,

Golden Bagle, Morsh Hawk, Mouroningz Dove,
Readrummer, Yellow=bellied Sapsucker, Ladder-
aclked Woodpecker, Black-crested Titmouse,
Vuidin, Curve=billed Thrasher, Eastern Blue-
iLivd, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hoase Sparrow,
il. Meadowlark, House Finch, Pine Siskin,
Gray-headed Junco, and Tree Sparrow, The
avorage total sceen on the area was 117 which
nrojecic to a density of 390 per 100 acres,
Ou the nine trips made to the area 9 species
vore recorded on every tiip, 3 on § trips,

Z on 7 trips, 1 on 6 trips, 3 on 5 tripa,

S on 4 trips, 3 on 3 trips, 9 on 2 trips,
cad 9 one 1 teip ouly,.

IRIDIAN 3TATE PARK (from the Lone Star
~icrran):

"3ome additional pleces of information
tave surfaced in the story of the propescd
30lf course at Meridian State Park, The
outlines of this glveaway of state lands
have been disecucsed in earlier isgsued of
this newsletter, Unfortunately, continued
investigarion chows the situwation to be
oyvan worse,

As you remember, not ouly have Senator

u--Their idea of having. ful, . miet .

Word and hic associates been granted their
laucd from the State, but they have applied
for a loan from the Farmers Home Admini-
stration, an agency of the U. 5. Department
of Agriculture, According to the admini-
strator of this agency, the request for a
loan was submitted in July of 1967, This
antedates by over twe months thelr request
te the State Payke and Wildlife Depariment
for the lease, which was submitted on Sept.
25, 1967, The confidence exhibited by the
gelfers in applying for & loan to develop
the land gome two months in advance of an
application for a lease on the land was
justified in light of subsequent action

of the Parks ond Wildlife Commnisgion, But,
ig this any way to adminizter the public
lands of the State of Texas?

.In his reply to & query in behal” of
the chapter, J. R. Singleton, Exccutlve
Director of the Parks and Wildlife Depari-
ment, admitted that cthe terms of the lease
to the golfing group left the leugth avd
size of lease up to administrative deci~
sions of the staff of the department. In
addition, his answer to a direct questieon
geems to ipndicate that the lease 15 suclt
that the dtate will not share in any eawo-
ings from the golf course.

What can be done? Rf the Parks am] Wild-
life Commiseion have the support of the
governor, the federal government and the
candidactes for state office seems to be
our best bet, Vrite your Congressmen
and proteat this uvse of funda, and keep
this iscue alive during this election year,”

"The bird watchers - there's a laugh,
Sitting on 8 hillside under the sky,
Sencing the trece and feeling tie sun,
Watching the birds who nest and fly,
Watching the flowers, watching the bec,
Woen they could be sitcing at home with
a beer,

Watching T,v."

sareeMalvina Reynolds

DID YOU KNOM?:

Onc might expect that adulf birds of a
given species taken at a given Cime of year
would bhave a rather stable number of fea-
tuers,. This was chown not to he the casc
in Wetmore's study of the number of vaned
feathers in birds. For example, two fo-
mala Song Sparrows on March 5§ had 2208 and
2093 feathers respectively; two female Fox
Sparrvows on March 20 had 2648 and 2482,

Body size is the factor responsible for
the greatest variation in feather number.
A Ruby-throated Rummingbird had 940 feathers
{June) and a Whistling Swan had 25,216 (Mo~
vamber), Actually, the hummingbird posse-
saes more fFeathers por gram of body weight
than the swan, which 18 to be axpecied since
small bodics have relatively more heat-
losing surface per unit of weight than
large bodies, '

CALENDAR :

. Mareh 18: Monthly society meeting at the
Garden Center - 7:30 p.m.
April 15: Monthly society meeting,

April 20=-21: Prairi¢ Chicken field trip.



