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CHRYSTMAS BIRD COUNT: .
75; species of birds were recorded on the
ann@gl Christmss bird count made by the TPAS
on Qpc. 28, This is one less than the record
=breaking 76 of last year. Ten people turned

out for the count, six from out of town,
Carcpll Littlefield joined us once again,
driying in ‘rom Friona: Lloyd Foster and
his fwo sons, Roger and Tommy, were here
from; Townsend, Tenn.; Don Gage of Childress
wag 'with us for the first, and we hope not
the last, time; Pat Ridge, & veteran of the
Fregqport, Texas, counts waa & welcome addi-
tion, driving up from Lubbock where he was
visiting over the holidays, To complate the
group, we had Charles and Sharon Pedersen,
Jim Jokerst, Peggy Acord (compiler), and
- Kentjpth Seyffert, The £lu bug kept several
of qpr veteran birders from participating,
wib, ! had they been with us, would, I am
surd, have pushed us to a new record count,

The following species were sean (you will
notg; that the variety of hawke was dewn as
well'as the variety of ducks usually seen
on Lgke Tanglewood):

Pied=billed Grebe; Canada Goose; Gadwall;
Pintdil; Green-winged Teal; American Widgeon;
Shovbler; Redhead; Sharp-shinned Hewk; Redw
tailgd Hawk; Golden Eagle; Marsh Hawk; Prai-
rie ‘Falcon; Sparrow Howk; Bobwhite; Scaled
Quai}; American Coot; Common Snipe; Mourning
Dovgy Great Horned Owl; Belted Kingfisher;
Yellgw-shafted Flicker; Red~ghafted Flicker;
Gold#n«fronted Woodpecker; Yellowebellied
Sapspcker; Downy Woodpecker; Ladder-backed
Crowj Blacke=crested Titmouse; Verdin; Common

Bushfit; Brown Creeper; Bewick's Wren; Long-
billgd Marsh Wren; Canyon Wren; Rock Wren:
Mockingbird; Brown Thrasher; Curve-billed
Thrakher; Robin; Hermit Thrush; Eestern
Bluepird; Western Bluebird; Mountain Blues
bird} Townsend's Solitaire; Golden-crowned
Kinq‘et; Ruby~crowmed Kinglet; Cedaw Waxwing:
Loggerhead Shrike; Starling; Audubon's Warb-
ler; House Sparrow; Western Meadowlark; Red-
winggd Blackbird; Cardimal; Purple Finch;
House Finch; Pine Siskin; American Goldfinch:
Greep~-talled Towhee; Rufous~sided Towhee;
Rufous-crowned Sparrow; Blackethroated
Sparfow; Slate=colored Junco; Oregon Junco;
Graypheaded Junco; Tree Sparrow; Chipping
Spacrow; Field Sparrow; Harris' Sparrow:
White-crowned Sparrow; Song Sparrow,

OTHER CHRISTMAS COUNTS:

Ag: customary, £ me of our members partici-
patéad in bird counts other than our own Palo
Duro’ Canyon ecount, Leo and Ruth Golloway
wera- joined this year by Dr. Marvin Davis
of the University of Mississippi in the
Arnart, Oklahoma count (Kenneth Seyffert
was fnable to join them because of the flu).
Leo yeported & count made under difficult
cirgﬁmstnncas as it was cold and snowing
quiﬁ’ heavily by noon of count day, Under
such’conditions the number of spacies seen
was down (51), and particularly so the num-
ber ¢f Lesser Prairie Chickens. This Arnett
coim} 18 the only one in the nation that pro-
duceg the Lesser Prairie Chicken; so, its
participants are always anxious to turn up
08 many of them as poassible, Normally, these
birds are counted as they £ly into the asor~
ghun maize fields to feed during mid~ and
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late afternoon. It 15 an easy Job to count

them once you have located the fields in
which they are feeding, 1If the day iz clowdy,
however, and if the ground is covered with °
stnow, as were the conditions last year, the
birds will be on their feeding grounds much:
earlier in the day and their feeding patterns
will be more erratic. This year, Leo reports,
because it was snowing so heavily, most of
the birda were aitting tight and it was nec=
essary to walk acrosss the fields in order

to flush them. As a reault, the number re-’
corded was somewhat less than 100, Two un-.
usual birds seen on this count were the
Winter Wren and Virginia Rail.

The next day this same group made & count
in the Bleck Mesa country of the Oklahoma
panhandle near Kenton, This 13 & country
of rugged terrain and varied habitat re-
quiring stamina from its bird commters and,
to do it justice, a larger group of people
doing the counting. The official count
number is unknown as of this writing but
will probably be 61. '

On Dec, 29 Carroll Littlefield and Ken
Seyffert joined tha Lubbock group in their
count, The £inal group total is unknown
but the two of them together racorded 74
species, Of this number several were real
surprises and the two of them were quite
pleased over seeing them. These were 2
Le Conte's Sparrows, & Greater Scaup, &
Black Phoebe, and 2 Common Gallinules,

In addition to the Amarillo and Lubbock
counts, Carroll made his usuwal one at Friona
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bers of McCown's Longspurs, Somewhat lass '
than 300 were seaen whereas he usually gets |
4 thousand or two, This low number of Mo= '
Cown's has been moted by our own birders in
this area; we usually record them on our
own count but none were seen this year,
also participated in the Muleshoe Refuge
counit but the results of it are not known
ag of this writing.
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BIRD NOTES:

Hooded Merganser - one at Buffalo Lake
on 12/31 and a pair at the same place on
1/1 by Peggy Acord and Bruce Acoxd,

Redvbreasted Mexgenser - one at Buffale
Lake on 12/31 by above party,

Purple Finch - coming in to the feeder
at the Grady Fox's,

Rufoys-sided Towhee - the eastern vaeriety
seen at the Fox's faeder,

Blue Goose - one at Buffalo Lake on 1/8
by Peggy Acord, Eather Wadditl, Thelma Fox,
and Rena Ross,

Curve=billed Thrasher - reported by sev~
eral members from around town,

Serub Jay - several cowming in to the
feedar ar the T, A, Hollars,

White-fronted Goose - reported by the
refuge personnel as being at Buffalo Lsgke,

Whistling Swan - one on a playa near the.
Palo Duro Canyon by Kenneth Seyffnr:;{%&%

Golden Eagle - five at Buffalc Lake o _
12/15 by the Pedersena and Kenneth Seyffert,

Ring-billed and Herring Gulls - several
hundred all winter at Buffalo lLake, Thesea
high numbere are being held there by the
large die-off of fish occurring at the
lake thic winter.
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/ OH, VOYAGERS!

Our members are travellers, no deubt about
it, :and several spent the holidays and the
days thercafter in faxsway places, The
George Ross family gathered at 5t. Croix in
the Virgin Islands where many tropical birds
werg seen, ineluding many Magnificent Fri-
gat@ Birds, Rena reported seeing many
humgingbirds at one small island at which
they stopped, as well ag a Bonaparte's Gull
which is uncommon for that ares, The most
int@resting sighting was that of a Kirtland's
Warbler. A positive identification was not
madd but it is quite possible as this is
the'general area in which the small popula-
tion of Kirtland's {5 known to winter,

Thelma and Grody Fox were in Pittsburgh,
Pa, where Thelna had hoped to participate
in their Christmas count but could not be-
cause she got the flu, Charles and Sharon
Pedersen and family went to the Big Dend
coutry but what they saw has not been re-
ported, As of this writing, Vera and Joe
Deagon are in Manzanillo,. Mexico, which 1s
on the west coast near Acapulco. To be
sbl# to know what these members saw in
theje various places would, in oany respects,
reqpire a renewed education in birding,

PROGRAM FOR JANUARY:

The sunual dinner of the TPAS will be
held on January 20th at 6:30 p.m. at the
Garden Center, 1400 Streit Drive, This
will be a covered-dish affair which we are
all looking forward to as our members are
known to be as good cooks as timy are
birders, The principal speaker, as announce-
ed previcusly, will be Mr, John L, Spinks,

be temporarily protected by the Conservancy.
If the government does not end up buying

all of these lands, the Conservancy will

try to sell them to another buyer interested
in preserving then,

(from the Audubon Leeder's Counservation
Guida).

WHOOPING CRANES:

Gordon Hansen, formerly refuge manager at
Buffalo lake and now holding the same job
et the Aransas Wildlife Refuge, reports 50
Whooping Cranes present at the refuge, This
increase 1s heartening news,

CALENDAR :
Jan, 20: Annual Society dinner at the
Garden Center, 6:30 p, w,, 1400
Streit Driva,

Feb. 17: Monthly society meating at the
Garden Center, 7:30 p, m,

- —~Feryenewly -appotmn
resentative of the National Audubon Society,
Thi} meeting will also be the occasion of
our‘annual elections; so, all menmbers who
can are urged to attend,

TOP. BIRDERS ¢ _

Rena Ross took top plum this year for the
moat specles of birds seen in the U, 5, -
363, while Kenneth Seyffert had the most
for:Potter~Randall counties - 243,

AUDPBON WILDLIFE FILMS RETURNING:

Thanks to the sponsorship of the Garden
Conter, the Audubon Screen Tours will re-
turn to Amarillo this fall, Vera Deason
snrpunced in December that the contract
had’ been signed and the first film would

be .shown in October, 1969,

FORD TO ATID YN LAND PURCHASES:

The Ford Foundation has made a major
contribution toward halting land speculation
in preas being considered for government
purghase for wilderness or parks,

Under a $6 million credit guarantee from
the- Foundation, the Nature Conservancy will
buy: uwp land earmarked for federal purchase
and’ hold it., This will protect the land
fram speculators during the critical year
or 18 months between the time Congress
authorizes o project and actually appro=-
priates the noney for it,

The government then may purchase the
lagd from the Conservancy at cost, Only
lands involved in projects authorized by
Congress will be bought and these only at
the request of the federal agency involved,

At present, there are 52,284 acres of
such lands in 97 tracts in 22 states, to



TEXAS PANHANDLE AUDUBON SOCIETY

Annual Report
January 20, 1969

OFFICERS : BOARD MEMBERS &

Pregident - Mr. Kenneth Seyffert Tern expires 1969: Mrs, Grady Fox
Vice~President « Mr, Jim Jokerst Mra. George Ross
Secretary = Mrs, George Waddill Tern expires 1970: Mrs, Joe Deason
Treasurer - Mr, Armon Mays Mr, Leo Galloway
Recorder = Mrs, I, D, Acord Term expires 1971: Mrs, Alvin Fiedler

Mr, Toll Settle
MEM@ERSHIP: 42

MEETINGS :

TherSociety has met vonthly, January through Moy, and September through December, Pro-
gragis have included talks by Park Ranger Richard G, Littlefield on the Sanford Recreation
Avea, by Jin Jokerst on the ecology and status of the Lesser Prairie Chicken, by Peggy
Acord on THE SHORE BIRDS, and the showing of color slidas by Steve Fiedler, Dr, George
Waddill, Armon Mays, and Pegpy Acord.- :

CONSERVATION:

Talks before various groﬁps by Peggy Acord, Jinm Jokersi, and Rena Ross,

Individual letters to senators and representatives urging support of various conservation
menﬁurea before legislatures, or in protest to proposals detrimental to the couse of
conQErvution. A 6ociety letter to the Texas State Parks and Wildlife Department in
oppgsition to that bodies granting a lease of part of Merdian State Park to o private
groyp for the development of a golf course,

FIELD ACTIVITIES:
264 species of Lirds sighted in Potter and Randall Counties, Recorded for the first
time in the two-~county area: Buff-breasted Sondpiper and Tennessea Warbler,

8 field trips: Glenn Ranch, Duffalo Lake, Roger Mills County, Oklahoma, Palo Duro Club,
for Green Ranch, Texline, and Llsno and Memorial Cemeteries, e

BIG DAY: 5 participants, 117 specles.

Amarillo .Christmas Count: 10 participants, 75 specias, . s
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Othéi Christmas Counts participated in: Friona, Muleshoe, and Lubbock, Texas; Argett and
Blugk Mesa, Oklahoma, : -

PARTIGIPATION IN ACTIVITIES OF THE AMARILLO COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS:

Whife Elephant'Sale.

Festival of Trees (donation of gifts made by members to be sold at Festival),
Official opening of new Garden Center, ‘

ms$ LLANEOUS ACTIVITIES:

Participation in North American Nest Record Card Progran for fourth consecutive year,
Parﬁicipation in three routes of the Couperative Breeding Bird Survey of North America,

Conducted a4 Breeding Bird Cenaus and a Wintering Dird Population astudy for publication
in the Audubon Field Notes,

Put'pn an educational display at the opening of the new Civic Ceqter.

Participated in the Spring meeting of the Texas Ornithological Soclety at McKittrick
Canyon in the Guadalupe Mountains, and the Fall neeting at Brownsville, Texas,

Ereqted a bird feeder for the city, in Ellwood Park,

Volume V of the Prairie Horned Lark printed, consisting of ten issues,
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