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CHRISTMAS COAUNTSs

The dates for throe Christmas Counts in our
area have been set, The TFAS count will be
on Sunday, Jamiary 3, The compller on this
count will be Pegey Acord and if you plan on
attending ple ase contact her, We need your
help! On Saturday, December 26, a count will
be made at Arnett, Oklahoma, Leo Galloway
eompiler, and on Monday, December 28, Dr, W.
Marvin Davis will lead the birders on a count
at the Black Mesa near Kenton, Oklshoma,
Barbara lund reports on two other counts in
this area farther below,

A reminder to all birders who particlipate,
It is as important to count every bird you
ses as it 48 to record each species, All of
us have a tendency to got real sloppy in our
head counts and estimates as the day wears
on and we get tireder and tireder, btut we
mist remembar to jot down every W, Meadowlark
we soe as well as avory Golden Eagle, The
Auduben Field Notes will publish each specles
of bird seen on & Christmas Count aleng with
the name of the group roporting the highest
mumber for that species, For instsnce, in
past years our count in the Palo Duro Canyen
has, on ocecassions, turnod up the largest
mimber of Mountain Bluebirds, and the count
made at the Buffalo Lake Nations) Wildlife
Refuge will quite often record a high rumber
for one or more of tho duck specles, Of

course, the Arnett, Okla, count always reports Has anyene secen any birds.

the most Losser Prairie Chickens, namely be-
cause no other count records it at alll

BIRD REPORT, SANFORD RECREATION ARFA:

Do you like to count birds? Lots of
birds? Like, say, half a million birds? Wo
don't really kmow for sure how many-black-
birda roost in the cattalls of the Canadian.
River below Sanford Dam, but some holp is
needed to find out, This major roost, al-
though outside of Sanford Recreatlon Area
poundaries, will be included in the Christmas
caunt circle for tha area, Tho ecount is
scheduled for Wednosday, December 30, 1970,
and any help wauld be appreclated, If count-
ing sounds like too much trouble, careful
ostimates wil do! The flocks can be soen
from the top of ths bluff at the east end of
Sanford Dam, They loave the marshos between
7115 and 8100 a,m, and roturn betwoen 4:00
p.m. and dark., Most of the birds ara star-
1ings, but redwings, Brewer's blackblirds,
and even two Yellow-headed Blackbirds have
baen zseen,

Many Long-billod Marsh Wrans, Common Snipo,
and one American Bittern wers observed Dec,
3, 1970, in the marshes below Sanfor d Dam,
Elsowhere in the Recreation Arca, birding is
about averago, Some ducks can be found in
nearly every sido bay, mostly Mallard, Gad-
wall, and Pintail, On Nov, 27, 1970, a pair

of Hooded Morgansors wore in Blue Creek, and-

ANNUAL DINNER:

The annual dinner of the TPAS will be held
on Monday, Jan. 19, 1971, at 6130 p.m, in the
Garden Center, This will onee agaln be a
covered-dish affair, having proved to be such
a big succoss for the past two years, Peggy
Acord is the Food Committee chairman, so plevase
contact hor if you plan to attend and let her
know what you can bring to eat. We hope to
announce tho program in noext months News-
lettor,

FROM THE "WANDERING TATTLER":

Date line near Santa Barbara, Calif,, Tues-
day, Doc, 31 The "Wandering Tattler" reports
seeing one Wandoring Tattler for Lifer #523,
Lifor #5284 was added a few days later in the
form of a Surf Bird, As of this writing, leo
Galloway is in parsuit of the goal he set
himgelf of seeing 400 birds in the continental
USA during 1970 (400 difforent specles, that
is), The last word from him stated he stood
at 395, "From here on, though, it 1s going
to be rough, About the only one 1 can be
gure of is the Northwestern Crow, if I make
the effort and go to Seattla to get it. Will
wait and seo, One more won't make it, If 1
can get a oouple more in the next 2 days I'll
go after the crow," Any bets, anyomo?

BIRD NOTES: -
of unusual inta-
rost lately? - Sinoce last reporting in this
Newslottor vory few roports have come in and
of them the enly noteworthy ohservation was
that made by Leo and Ruth Galleway, On 11/27
they reported soveral Eonaparte's Gulls at
Elysian Fields, For those noet in the know,
Elysian Flolds:-is what we ohrlatened the
Southeast Amarillo Sewage Diaposal Plant,
Birding there can be very good, perticularly
during the Spring and Fall migrations, and
the personnol there have long since lsarned
to tolerate the rather strenge behavior of
the people who stop by to obsorve the birds,
On 12/6 KS reported 5 Western Biuebirds and
Curve-billed Thrasher in the Palo Duro Canyon,
One to two Verding were seen at or nesr the
first water orossing on both 12/6 and 12/13,

FESTIVAL OF TREES:

We are happy to report that the annual Fes-
tival of Trees held at the Garden Centor en~
Joyed the best attendance ever, While tho
prices atiwhich the individual troos wore
sold was genorally lew, the one offerred by
the TPAS brought one of tho higher ones, Our
succoss is largely attributable to the work
of Peggy Acord, to whom wo owe thanks, and wo
hear that sho already has a winning idea for
next yoar's tree!

POSTSCRIPT (N THE BWSA:
"A reliable observer raports” that one of

about 10,000 migrating ducks of various kinds the members of the Birdwatchers' Spouses

were on the main lake, Typleal canyon birds
are found in places like MeBridde Canyon,
Bugbeo, and Plum Creock,

.sssBarbara A, lund
Park Naturalist
Sanford Recreation Areca
P.S.1 Jemes M, Thomsen, Sup't, of the Area
states another Christmas count will be held
in the west end of Lake Heredith on 12/31/70,

Assoclation has resorted to collecting old
bottles (az well as bvalloons, yeasti, rhubarb,
grapes, and volumos of associated recipes),
This “sighting" mast romain "hypothetical" as
it has not been "confirmed" by any member of
the BWSA, The "ocbserver further reports"
that though the size of the operation iz "ama
tour", the results are "professional," having,
it is feared, sampled to product after a re-
cont cold morning of mountain birding,

o2 Faithful reader & spouse of a red-nosed EW
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fo following observations om the Mallard,

A, Starker Loopold, are noteworthy:

"Cortaln adaptive rosponses to a changing
onvironment appear to bo nongenctic, Some
animals seem capable of internal physiologic-
al and behavioral adjustments and as a conse-
quance can tolerate wide fluctuations in
woathor and other environmental factors, A
classic examplo would be the Mourning Dove,

The same can be said for some migratory

birds like the Hallard, which broeds from the °

arctic tundra to northom Baja California and
from coast to coast. Thore aro no deotectable
morphologle differences among North American
Mallards, nor ig thera any hint of loaml
physiologie varlastion, Kot only is the Mall-
ard adaptable in the sonse of cceupying a
variety of breeding situations, Wt it has
shown & remarkablo capacity to adjust to the
changes wrought in its wintering habitat. 1In
primitive North Amorica the Mallard wintored
in tho natural mershes, sloughs, and back-
waters and ate aquatic foods along with other
ducks, Today most of these watorways are
drained or oltherwise made unpttractive, and
during tho avtumn mmch of the remsaining habi-
tat bristles with the puns of eager duck
hunters, The Mallard copes successfully with
this situation by soveral adjustments in its
habits, First, it foods at night, sponding
the day in safoty of a wterfowl refuge or on
sone open bay or sandbar, Secondly, it has
Jearned to feed un tho waste graln of stubble
fields——vheat and corn in tho midwest, rice
and kafir in Texas and California, Bach day
with cessation of logal shooting tho birds
rise in proat massos and fly to the stubbles
for the evening repast, Por a period in the
1940s shooting closed at & P.M, and tho flight
began at 4115, When tho law was changed to
permit shooting till sunset, tho birds ad-
Justed their exodus to fifteon minutes after
sunset, attesting to their capacity for quieck
reaction to circumstances, As a result, the
Mallard today is by far the most abundant
duck in North America,"

PESTICIDE USER ULTIMATE LOSER}

Man could concoivably lose his war with
insects because of hlis method of doing hattlo
with thom, aceording to J, R, Singleton,
oxocutive director of tho Texms Parks and
Wildlife Department, This peint was recently
illustrated in an article on the garden page
of one of Texas' major dailea, said Singleton,

The article reported that grubs seemed to
be worse thls year than in previous years and
wore killing off largeo patches of lawns.
Sevoral chemicals, the article said, in-~
¢luding Spoctracido and Hoptachlor, have beon
used for control in the past, btut now these
preparations apparontly are not as effactlve
as they once wers, In facht, landowners were
gotting results with Heptachlor only by using
two to threo times as mich as previously, and
even this heavy dosage does not always work,

The grubs are not the first insecticide-
resistant insect, according to Singleton, and
most probably will not be th last,

"With the insect's fantastic breeding po-
tential it takes then only a few generatlions
to adapt to adverse situations," said Single-
ton, "Out of millions of insec¢ts in a spe-
cies, only a few individuals mey be resistant
to a2 pesticide, but these fow msy survive a
spraying, reproduce and pass this resistance
to their offspring,"
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naturmal sslection, the insects will boeocome
almost totally immune to pestleldes, neceasi-
tating a change in pesticides and larger
doses,

Because of this, inseots may eventually win
out, and man will have dangerously polluted
hiz environment while helping the insaects to
winy said Singleton, And, since pesticides
adversely affect the natural enemlies of in-
sects, the predators which have kept insecls

in chock for sillions of years may ceaso to
aﬂ,st-

eveosToxAs Parks & Wildlife NEWS

"Is it merely sentimental delusion, a
‘pathetic fallacy,' to think that one sess
in the animal a capacity for Joy which man

h imself is tending to losa? I do not think
it is, We have invented exercise, recrea-
tion, pleasure, amisement, and the rest,
'have fun' is s desire often exprossed by
those who live in this age of anxiety, liost
of us have experiepoud the desire and most

of us have at times actually ‘had fun,' DBut
recreation, pleasure, amsement, fun, and all
the rest are poor substitutes for Joy; and
Jay, 80 I at least am convineced, has its
roots in something from which civilization
tends to ocut us off,

"Are some &t least of the animals cepable
of teaching us this lessen of Joy? Some bi~
ologlsts deny categorically that they feel
it, But by no means all and by no means the
best, If I listen to a cardinal singing out-
side oy window as I write I am canvinced,

The gift for real happineas or jay is not
always proportionate to intelligemce as we
understand it, even among the animels, As
Professor N, J, Berrill has put 1t: 'To bo
a_bird is to be &live more intensely than.
_any 'other living creature, man included,
Biyds have hotter blood, brighter volors,
stronger emotlons,, . They are not very intel-
ligent,, ,ut they Livo in a world that is
alimys the present, mostly full of joy.'
Similarly Sir Julian Huxloy, certainly no
more sentimental "mature lover', wrote after
watching in Loulsiana the love play of herens
who, with loud crdes of ecstasy, twine their
necks into a lover's knot: 'Of this 1 can
only say that it seemed to bring such a pitch
of emotion-that I could have wished to be a
heron that I might experience it.'"

. ssssdogeph Wood Kruteh
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CALENDAR 3

Doc, 26 1 Christmen Bird Count = Amett,
Oklahoma ,

Dac, 28 1 Christmas Bird Count - Black
Mosa, Oklakoma,

Dec, 301 Christmas Bird Count - Lake
Marodith, Texas (cast end},

Dec, 31 1 Christmas Bird Count - lake
lioradith, Texas (wost end),

Jan, 3 1 Chriztms Bird Count - Falo Dure
Canyon State Park, Texas,

Jan, 19 3 Anmal Dinner, Texas Panhandle

Audubon Soclety - 6130 p,n, at
the Garden Certer,



