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PROGRAM FOR MAY:

Our Program Chalrman, Jim Jokerst, has lined
up a film for cur May weeting that will be of
groat. interest to both old and young, It is
Walt Disney's 33-minute color production
"Nature's Half Acre”, It is an engrossing
nature drama depioting the continuity of life
in birds, plants and insocts through the four
seagsons and iz the result of patient camers
work by fifteon naturalist-photographers who
spotlight the dramatic mterdependenﬂe of one
life upon another and nature's master plan
for providing for all, This is a film your
entire family will want to see,

PRESIDENT 'S COLDIW:

Action wlthin a democracy is the rasult of
pressure from concernod sogments of socisty,
Good legislation does nol just happen; it is
the result of special interesats organizing
and acting, In recent years the Natlional
Audubon Socioty has wmoved more deliberately
into the politleal arona to securs respensi-
ble legislation to protect and preserve our
environment, To be political means simply to
harness power in bLehalf of a particular in-
tearest with certain pgoals in mind, In the
case of Audubon, the speclal interest is a'
beautiful and habitable nation and earth,

Each local chaptor iz also taking on an
added dimension of awaroness, Political
sensitivity iz ul an extenslon of an aware-
ness previously confined to the movement of
other croatures in the environment, We are
naow requirod to be more aware of the movement
of the political creature, lian, and his po-
tential for using power t.o enhance or destrey
the -earth, »

While we mist contirue to inform mrselves
and share our personal. experience and insights
with all interested persons, we must also
act in the larger political arena, It is not
ousy. It requires tinme to gather facts,
patiencoe to creatively participate in sltu=-

the support of federal agencies, national
logislators, as well as the Governor of Texas,

It 35 an act or irresponsible journalism to
doprocate the legitimate concern of Panhandle -
oitizens for improving the quality of their -
environment by suggesting that because the
progrem coincides with Lenin's birthday it 1s
consplratorial in purpese, 1 would suggest
that a concern for a more habitable environ-
ment is the deepest kind of patriotism, It
will be academic to talk abeut the prescrva-
tion of our democratic institutions if there
is not habitable environment in which they
may exist,

Your comments on ecology are equally lrre-
aponsible, Ecology stresses the interdepen-
dence of all living things upon each other
and with their environment, It is hoth a
blologleal discipline as well as an important
survival attitude for all thoughtful persons.
It simply states that man cammot "gZo it alone"
en this earth, He must have a dsep reverence
and respect for all 1ife if hb expocts to pass
on this gemerous inheritance of life on earth
to future generations, '

You will better serve the Panhandle region
if you will enlist your age and wisdom in the
cause of healing the polarities that exist
thrmgh such misinformation, It takes little
to divide our c¢itizens,

Sincerely,

Bharles Pedersen
President, Texas Panhandle Avdubon Society

"A11 things by immortal power
v ., Neay or far -
Hiddenly
To each other linked are,
That thou canst not stir a flower
Without troubling a star,"
+susfrancis Thompson

AT

ations of misundorstanding and anger, hamilityBIRD NOTES,

to realize that environaental mismanagoment
calls every person's lifetstyle into question,
So, do not bo intimidated, the apocial inter-
ests we espouse is survival (repeat:
8wl -R-VoI-V=-A-L3,
«»asCharles Pedersen

NEJ MEMBERS:
We welcome the following naw mewbers to
the TPAS:
Gladys Davis, 300 lonroe, Amarillo.
Dr, Richard Chastain, 3000 Julian Bl'\fdcg
Amarillo,
Alvin H, 3ell, 141 ¥, Beverly, Amarillo,
Mr, & Mrs. A, W, Emple, P. O. Box 3417,
Amarillo,

THE NEWS MEDIA AND RESPONSIBILITY:

Attached to this Vewsletter is a list of’
those birds seen in Potter and Randell .
Countlos on our anmul "Big Day" count, lay
9th, Vo select a day in the Spring which we
belleve will be at the helghth of migration
and make a m.mu to sundown coant in the two-
county area, 185 spocles were recorded this
year for an all-time high, It is doubtful’
that this record count means there are more
birds present this year than previously; most
of those making the count thought, rather,
that there were fewer and they had to work.
harder to find .them, A good count is largely
a result of good organization, We had poople
at the Duffalo Lake National Wildlife Refuge,
Palo Duro Canyon State Park, the Palo Duro’
Club on down to Lake Tanglewood, in the city
at the cemsteries and at key feeders in back

Recently the Prosident of our TPAS responded yards, and running up and down the back roeads,

to editorial comment Ly an editor, lr, W, S,
Izgard, 4in the Amardillo DAILY-HEWS,
however, chose not to print the letter in its
entirety, but only the opening and closing
paragraphs in his Golden Spread Forum, The
complete letter is printed herae,

Dear Editor:

There is no way to assess the damage done
by your editorial colmims of April 20 and 22
to Barth Day and the Environmental Teach-In
prograns in the Panhandle, Both programs had

They were thero at the right times of the day,

Mr, Izzard the weathor was good, and there wore alot ei

sharp eyes looking, We were probably smrred
to an extra offort this year after leawming
that the MIIWATS recorded 127 species in -
tidland County om their "Big Day" count,
While cur count covers two counties and their'
only one, in Randall County alone we recorded
139 species, Those participating in the count
were: Pegey Acord, Incile Fiedler, Thelma Fox,
Leo Galloway, lary Griffith, Jim and Carel:
Jokerst, Charles and Sharcon Pedersen, Kenneth
Seyfiert, and Esther Waddill,



’-,?" A nurber of these sightings are of particu-
lar note,
that Leo Galloway got at Buffalo lake were
sightings that are rarely made here and single
Bay-breasted Warblers were recorded in the
Palo Duro by the Pedersen/Seyifert party, at
Buffalo Lake by Leo Galloway, and in Amarillo
by the Acord/Fiedler group, which 4s also
unusual for this Seldom seen species. The 4
White Pelicans obliged us by remaining at
Buffalo for anothor woelr as they were seen
there the previous Sunday, The Bared Grebe
count was high while the Sparrow Hawks almost
disappeared, While ve did get the liississi~
ppl Kite, there wore nene in the "Big" canyon,
The story of the Tlacl: Terms sighting is
something else again, DTating the dust of the
"Wandering Tattlor" as it scooted over the
dirt roads of Bufialo, your Editor cane very
near crashing into the rear of it as it came
te & suddon halt, The ever alert eyes of
Leo had caught the flash of wings in the sky
and a careful scrutiny proved them to be those
of 28 Black Terns vheeling very, very high
vith wind moving then steadily northward,

AllL of which proves that good counts don"t
just happen, Tho Fox/MWaddill/Griffith party
found a Barn Owl at the Palo Duro Club while
the Acord/Fiedler proup reciprocated with a
Long=eared Owl in the cemotery, It pays to
be nico to birds by providing them with a
feeder, The 10 Red Crossbills showed up
again at Thelma's foeder and a Rose-breasted
Grosbeak obligingly came in to the feeder
across the way from Peg fﬂr's folks at Lake
Tanglawood, A singing Drown Touheo in the
Palo Duro was unoipoctoed as the fev that

come here in the srinter are usually long Bene
by now, The last bird tallied was & single
Comaon lighthawlc that arrived a twilight-as
Poggy and Kenneth, two very weary birders,
were sltting at the lake side compiling the
day's count,

Some other wmswal sightings have been
mde since reporting in last month's News-
lotter:

Dunlin - 1 in breeding plumga at Buffale
Lake on %/25 by K5, .

Swamp Sparros - 1 at the Palo Duro Club on
‘11-/ 29 by hsther Waddill and Peggy Acord,

Long-eared Owl - 1 at Buffalo lake on 5/2
by kS,

Hooded Warbler - 1 male at Llano Cemetery
on 5/2 by Peggy Acord, et al,

There are alternative routes availlabs which

The Virginia's and lagnolia Warblers would leave this 1 mile ares intact,

LIREDIATE REED: Write state officials and
cite the threat to the canyon ecology this
proposed rosd in particular would pose, as
wall as the probelm that any road poses to
this fragile canyon environment, Once this
1% milo area is destroyed, there will be no
mnore undeveloped canyon floor avallable to
the general public to enjoy in its natural
wntouched beauty, Letters should expross
concern rather than anger to be most effec-
tive; they should be brief and to the point,
Write Mr, J, R, Singleton, Exacutive Director
Toras Parks and Wildlife Dept,, John H,
Reagon BPullding, Austin, Texas,

Cars and motorcycles are making an ever in-
eroaging web of "new roads and tralls" in
Palo Duro State Park, The damage to plant
life, increased signs of erosion, are direct
results of motor vehicles not being confined
to authorized roads, In addition, unlicensed
operators are driving motorcyeles in the
park both en and off authorized roeds, Local
paric officlials are either wnwilling or un-
able to enforce these park regulations, Also
write i, Singloton urging that thess laws
be enforced and that local park offlclals
be directed to see that they are enforced,
If proper law enforcement in the park requires
mare manpower and further authority for
parle offieials, they should be urged to
provide it,
(from the Newsletter of the Sierra Club/
Panhandle Regional Group)

- INVITATION TO THE GARDEY CEHTER:

The Texas Agricultural Extonsion Servico
of Potter/Randall Counties and the Amarillo
Ceunell ‘of Garden Clubs are co-sponsoring &
Plant, Clinic at the Garden Center on 6/25
from 9130 All until 4100 PH,

Specialists trained in pl.a.n‘l:. diseases,
plant insects, weed control and landserapo:
hortleulture will be present to advise
gardeners on all phases of production, Plant
disease, insect, so0il and other specimens
for control and ldentification will be wel-
come, The consulkants will visit and advise
those who wish to tale advantage ef this
educational opportunity. There will be no
charge,

Prothanotary Warbler ~ 1 male at Lake Tangle- '"Would you tell me, please, which way I

wood on 5/3 by Poggy Acord,

Green Heron - 2 at the Palo Duro Club en
5/_ 5 by Peguy Acord,

Purple Martin -~ 1 ferwle at her home on 5/9
by Pegey Acord,

Red Crosshill -~ 10 staying right with
Thelma Fox and hor feedern,

Semi-palmeted Plover - 11 in one group at
Buffalo Lake on "/25 by KS {an unusual muber),

Empldonax flycatchers - less than half a
dogen seen thus far vhich iz an unusually
low murber,

PALO DJRO STATE PARKN:

There is a plan to build & “scenlc road"
into Palo Duro Canyon., It will join the
oxisting road at the ™twrnaround” with con-
struction through the 1 mdle area east of
this place where the regular rcad ends,
This area extending -
boundary is the QILY tract of undeveloped
canyoin fleoor remaining, A road in this area
of the parlk could destrey this final portion
of the canyon Iloor,

milles to the east park -

ought to go from heret" asked Alice,
"That depends a good deal on where yom

vant to get to," said the Cat,

¥ don't rmuch care whera -=-" gaid Alice,
"Then it doesn't mstter which way you go,"
said the Cat,

oaefrom Aldce's Adventures in Wonderland

CALETDAR
May 18 - Honthly society meeting at the

Garden Center - 7:30 FH,
Topic - "Hature's Half Acre"
Sumuer adjournment

Spet, 21: lonthly society meeting,



"BIG DAY COUNT™ OF THE TEXAS PANHANDLE AUIUBON SOCIETY

Frred Grebe 67 Commont Bushtit 9
Pied-billed Grabe 2 " Red-breasted Nuthatch 1
White Pelican i House Wren 14
Great Blue Heron 1 Bewick;s Wren 15
Black-crowmed Night Hermn 1 Carolina Wroen 1
Canada Goose 1 Long~billed Marsh Wren 1
Mallard 25 Canyon Wren 2
Gadwall . 505 Rock Wron 5
Graen-winged Teal 35 Mockingbird bz
Bluo~wingod Teal 30 Catbird 1
Cinnamon Teal 5 Browm Thrasher 2
American Widgeon 20 Robin 19
Shoveler h32 Hormit Thrush 12
Redhead 2 Swainson's Thrush 2
Canvasback i Ruby~crowned Kinglot 3
Lesser Seaup 22 Cedar Waxwing 10
Ruddy Duck 157 Loggerhead Shrike 3
Turkey Vulture ? Starling 59
Mississippi Kite 9 Solitary Vireo 2
Swainson's Hawk 3 Orange-crownod Warblor 8
Ferruginous Hawk 1 Virginia's Warbler 1
Marsh Hawk 2 " Yollew Warbler 6
Sparrow Hawk 3 Magnolis Warbler 1
Bowhite 17 Myrtle Warbler 13
Scaled Quail 3 Auduboen's Warbler 20
Ring-necked FPheasant 2 Bay-broasted Warbler 3
Turkey 2 Northern Waterthrush 1
American Ceot 27 MacGillivray's Warbler L
Semi-palmatod Plever 1 Yollowthroat L
Snowy Flover 3 Yollow-breasted Chat 1
Killdeor 37 Wilson's Warbler 26
Black-bellied Plovor 2 American Redstart 1
Upland Plover 8 Houso Sparrow 150
Spotted Sandpiper 7 Wostern Meadowlarl 182
Willet 1 Yollow-headed Blackbird 1
Least Sandpiper 21 Red-winged Blackbird 422
Long-billed Dowitcher 136 - Orchard Oricle 6
8t11t ‘Sandpiper oy Bullock's Oricle 29
- Semi~palmated Sandpiper 1 ~ Brewer's Blackbird 1
Sandpiper species : 1004 Boat-tailed Grackle 15
Ameriean Avocet . 26 Common Grackle 9
Wilson's Phalaropo 2050 Brown-headed Cowbird 35
Ring-billed Gull : 9 Western Tanager 1
Blick Tern 28 Surmer Tanager b
Mourning Dove 242 Cardinal 26
Roadrunner 4 Rose-breasted Grosboal 1
Barn Owl 1 Black-headed Grosbeak b
Groat Horned Owl 1 Blue Grosheak 5
Burrowing Owl 15 Iazuli Bunting 3
Long~oared Owl 1 Painted Bunting 6
Cozmon Nighthawk 1 Houso Finch 52
Chimoy Swift 2 Pino Siskin 53
Bolted Kingfisher 5 American Goldfinch 8
Yellow-shafted Flicker 3 Red Crossbill 10
Red-shafted Flicker 3 Groen~tailed Towhee o
(tolden-fronted Woodpecksr 20 Rufous-sided Tewhao 3
Rod=headed Woodpecker 1 Brown Towhee 1
Hairy Woodpecker 1 Lark Bunting k59
Downy Woodpecker 3 Grasshopper Sparrow 1
Bastern Kingbird 9 Vesper Sparrow b
Western Kingbird 139 Lark Sparrow 79
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 6 Rufons-crowmed Sparrow 10
Agh-throated Flycatcher 6 Cassin's Sparrow 11
Say's Phoebe 3 Chipping Sparrow 176
Empidonax flyecatcher species 2 Clay-colored Sparrow bdy
Western Wood Pewee 3 Brewer's Sparrow 2
Olivo-sided Flycatchor 2 Harris' Sparrow 5
Horned Lark 169 White—crowned Sparrow W
Tree Swallow 7 Lincoln's Sparrow 2 :
Bank Swallow 2 Ladder-baclkod Woodpecker 3
Rough-wingod Swallow 17 s 65y
Barn Swallow 7
CLiff Swallow 3
Blue Jay 21
Common Crow 2

H

Rlack-crested Titmouse



