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PEJGRAM FOU APRILn

Cuar program for April will be a color alide
showing of wildflowers prosented by Thelma
Pantch, Oypor the past years a numbor of our
menbers have given showings of thelr owm work
and these programs have alyays proven popular,
Bo sure to be at the meeting to view this new
work.

BIG DAY COINT3

In the hopes of gotting as many participants
as possible, wo have movod our anmial Big Day
Coant up from May 9 to May 2, This is & dawm
to dusk eount in which we record all the birds
seen in Potter and Randall Counties, both as
to spocles and numbers, The most productive
imo of the day for ecounting is the morning,

% that time wo nned parties in the Palo Duro
Cenyon, at Buffalo Leks, and in the parks and
eometories within tho ecity. The ¥lyslan
F. "'z can be visited lator 3n the day withe
o1t missing any'hing. If you can take part
ploarca notify Poggy Acord as we nood to plan
our count so that the most produetiva sltes
can be covored.

REMINISCING
An exciting bird advontuie always seems to
Ting back other experiences with tho samo
bimd,
at Lake Meredith plctures from the past crowd-
ed into my mental mirror,

_In Moy of 1969 fivo of us took off on a long

7=, eagorly awasited trip to the Big Bend.
Wna, oi‘ courso, mide a fow dotours from a
atraigl.- courgo (is therc any othor way to
go?),  One of oui most faccinating side tripa
took us'along the Pocor River, Weo "2cod the
river road tho first time but woere vory
ploased with the detour oven if we dil .. l-eidx
from telling that oilfiel? crew that we were
faintly lost ladybirders,

The Big Bond was a colorful Jumbla of be-
lovod sights and sounds. Tho socond ovening
of our stay we wore weary from our 8% hours
norooback ride, It was partly ovorcast and
aftor a lcolzuroly dinnor wo ware driving back
down throvgh the gap towards the desert wheoe
wo had a late date with an B1f Owl, As wo
camo to the boginning of the Lost Mine Trail
at Caza Grando Poak, wo saw a pair of saglos
hanting ovor tho rugged aroa at tho base of
the poak., Some of us walkod a way along tho
trail and watched tho two birnds hanging al-
most motionless Just above our heads, Thoy
wore undaubtedly tho pair which anrmally nosts
on Casa Grando, In the rather dramatic half-
light wo could seo tho heads turn from side
to =ide =« alert to the movement of any rabbit,
snako, gopher or anything olse odible - a ‘
scone otched in all of our momories,

Tho Black Mesa of Cimmaron County, Oklahoma
is also a rugged, dramatic Jand - rich in
gophors and jack rebbits, Many of us have
soon Dr, Sutton's wondorful waterzolor in
Auduvbon Magasing, Just looking at it I ean
smell the fragranco of hot jwmipor, dust,
sagae. Momery at onco projocts in my mind tho
display of a peir of Golden Baglos mamiovor-
ing on a windy, 1:ight Octobor afternoon,

The pair was riding the curronts of air at
tie rim of the mosa, One would suddenly fold
8 wings and drop with breathtaking aspoed
“zr a long way, thon spread its wings and
conr vp cnta again, The othor ocagle weald

As 1 was writing abont tho Golden Eagles

Vol, VIII, No, 4
porform the same actions, soar back, and s0
it wont, an altermating scaring and plummot-
ing for sovoral ropétitions - beautiful
birds, maatoers of the air, displaying tho
gifts of tho Maker to tho eyos of a breath-
loss boholder,

[ XX IPBEEY Auordl anw

FIELD TRIP:

Approfimately 40 poople turned out on April
&4 for our fiold trip to the Alibatos Nat'l,
Mormument, Not only was Amarillo represented
but also Borger and Pampn, Plainviow and
Dalhart, and one gentlemon and his two childe
ron from Grand Canyon, Arizona, It was a
raw and windy day and fow birds wore seen but
the canyon floors wero carpetod with bloom-
ing bledder-pods and the brisk walk to the
Alibates flint quarrios gave overyono a warm
feeling, To top it off, ono of tho Park
Bangers gave a demonstration on how tho Ine
dians mde arrowhends,

NEW MEM3ERSt
Mr, & Mrs, C, P, Elliott
1201 Kokomo
Plainview, Toxas

Mr, P. D, Wheeler
2028 S, Milam
Amrille, Texas

BIRD ROTES;:
The tompo in birding has picked up with
_tho advent of spring. The AWS . on

Lako Meredith, first sdghted by Barbare Iund,
Were vory notovorthy, and Peggy Acord's ox-
cited eall en '3/12 roporting s Red-pecked
Grebe on Dunniveon lake brought about an ab~
supt upt halt to an otherwiso loisurely supper
for your Editor, This bird was carefully
ocbsorved through scopes, Tho noxt day an
Homod Grobe wis seen on the samo lake by
Poggy Acord and Rena Ross, There seoms to
have boen an invasion of -ah Owls at
Buffalo lake for KS reported 3 thore on 3/7,
7 on 3/14, and 1 on 3/28, Maurino Forims
had a noteworthy bird in her yard in Borger
on 3/27 - nothing less then a Vo Fly-
catchor! On 3/21 XS and Barbara went
rail hunting in the cattail marshos bolow
the dam at lako Moredith (Hutchinson Cy,),
it not with guns bt a recorder of ta Remit
rall calls, Though nover seen, tho %
Rnlls responded vocally to a playing .
thelr taped calls and thoro wero an ostimt-
od 10F In the rather restricted ares of the
marsh that wvas covered, Tho truth of tho
matior 1s, they respondod more readily to tho
playing of the Sora's call than to their own,
A lone Sora also responded ard an American
Bittorn "pumped”, Ono Bamaperte's Gull was
soen of the amml that were obsorved intor-
mittently during the winter by Barbare lund,
A Swonp Sparrow was seen in the same lom.lity
prior to and subsoquent to this date by
sevoral of ocur ladybirders, A singing B
gray Unateatchoer was observed at Buffalo
on 3/28 by K3 as well as 7 Sago Thrasers in
one flock, On 4/7 Poggy Acord reported 60+
Turkey Vultures passing ovor Lake Tanglewood
with 29 in one flock,

On the wook-ond of 4/3-U4 soveral of our
membors birded at Gaorge and Rena Roass's in
Roger Mills County, Okla, Grady and Thoelma

R o C ey s

/




. L, Georgoe and Esther Waddill, Don and Poggy

Sutton, for instanco, 13 not satisfiold with

Acord, and Barbara Lund joinod them in the woe giving you a mere facl ahout a bird but will

/}ﬁurs of the moming to wmteh 7 cock Lessor
Prairie Chickens perform on thoir dancing
grourds noar thore, In past years 18 to 25
birds would bo seon on the grounds but ex-
trome dronth conditions prevail now which no
doubt has had an effoet on their population,
Tapod recordings of thoir calls wore mado
from the ear, Sitting on tho Roas's forch
and pooring through scopos, the birdors wore
ploased to see a dozen or so Bared Grebes,
both in winter and breoding plumages, an
Hornod Grobe in brooding plumage, many Bufflo-
hoads, all 3 of tho teals, plus soveral of
the othor more common watorfowl, Hany sing-
ing Bluo-gray Gnateatehers were in tho neigh-
borhood ard 18 Long~billed Cirlow ireroe scon
4n a ficld, Aliogotheor, Barbara reported 73
spocries for tho trip.

BTED NAMES:

Tn thinking on the namoes given to birds
and diszorering firom wvhat sonrcos thoy were
derivod, it is not surprising to find that a
£24r rumbor of thom are bozed an the exlls
or songs of tho birds themsolves, for oflon
tho scunds a bird makeos are its most out-
standing characteristic. Ono need only
thirk of tho Bobwhite quall and econsider
waat ono would name it if 3t had some other
call than its oum distinstive and comprlling
"bobsdilta" ! T, Gilbort Pearzon states that
at tho tarn of tho century "Horthormors call
him @il Semtherners, Partridgo; but ho
has namod himself and ommithologistis have
de2id2d that ho is tho prior avthordty, His
cry iz dntorrogatory. Iu is ploasing, hoart-
.oning, dolightful,
"moro wet", saying it forotells rain, And
of surmar', This prophecy is nlso wolcome in
tha drouth of summor, fall, wintoei and spring,
such ag wo in this aros ars oxperiencling, and
should T hoar a Bobuhito ¢alling in tho near
futnre T w3ll bo tompltod to join the ranks
of tho farmers ond tranglate his call into a
prophecy of "more wot",

To digress a momont from my intonded sub-
jec, roading about birds as written by tho
oldar ormithologlists is a2 nover~onding sourco
of delight as woll as of information, I'm
guite mro that such a statomont wlll mise
tho hrellos of most modorn~day orpiitholeglicts
worth thein salt and that thoy will turn
avay from me in pure disgust, It sooms to
me, nonotholoss, that the clder ornithologists
wero men who possosod a gift that Yoo few
today have. and that is an unabashed love
for thoir subjoct, And birds as blirds, not
birds as objocts to be menipulatod or as
tools for tho furthorance of earcers, You
can got an idoa of what I'm talldng about by
randing somo of tho passapes in the ocarlier
Bont "Lifo Historios" serios and comparing
thom with tho writing in many of tho accounts
published in tho last throo velumos, issued
rocently. The earlior writors had no fear
of lo tting their joy and love for birls teo
shine throwgh and insistod upon writing about
birds in torms that brouzhbt Lo 1ifo their
incomparablo vitality, 1t sirikes mo that
a bird to thom was a vibrant, dving thing
that was played upon by tho samo forcos that
play upon you end me, cnd that this consti-
tuted az logitinate an aveno toward a doop-
or n~ledge of birds as does tho omipresent
2l nevoreending graph end statistle, A

Farmews twmnslato it as ©

fumish you with anaasthotic of tho bird also,
Tho word "curlew”, dcrived from tho 0ld
French corlicu, is anothor that fits more or
less oxactly the call of the bird uttoring
it, Our own Long-billed Curlew glves & ris-
ing infloction,;to tho last syllable, turning
it into "curlet”, and at tho samo timo tum-
ing it into one of tho wildost calls in
naturo, To hoar tho curlow call on tho
prairic in tho spring is to be transported
to a timo before man,

Although in mytholoiy Phoebo was goddeas

- of the moon, tho bird namo "phoobe" was

takon from onc of the bird's call notes, no
doubt from that of the Fastern Phocbe who
says just that ---"phoo’be", I say from
that of tho Bastern Phoebe for tho Black
Phoobo can only utter a thin "fi-boe" whilo
the Say's Fhoocbe herdly qusaliflos to ke in
the phoobe class at all, I listoned to a
Say's calling tho other day and a very mol-
ancholy sownd it was, tat then, the wind wvas
raw and chill as it blowr across the flelds
sorromding Buffalo Leko and it's a wonder
the bixrd foli liko singing ot a1, The
geientific nomo of this spocles, Sayornis
moya, is vory umsual in that both terms
bear tho name of the porscn boing honorod,
Thamas Say,., This Thomas Say was rather un-
usuzl in his own right, acquiring tho ropu-
tation of boing tho fathor of Amorican on-
tomolopy and nomlng quito a few of our in~
sacts, among othors the Potato Beetle, the
Hossien Fly, and the Chinch Bug, Ho was
also o mombor of the New Harmony group in
Indiani, an assoziation of persons of com-

miilstic boliefs and practices, 1f that
aWere lmoun among cortain circles- today .the

this proghecy is always welcome in-the drouth '4.0,0. would probably be petitioned-to change

Sayornis says into somothing more decent,
That bird of summer, tho Dickeissel, 1s an-
other epocios that is fond of uttoring its
own name as perched on tho top of a cotton-
wood tree it porsistontly and with ondless
ropotition sings "dick'dick---~cisgol-clissel-
cissel”, By no means 2 comon bird in cur
area, and thon not seon every year, it can
bo found with fair rogularity in the extrome
southeastorn part of Buffalo Lake, Go down
thore on some late Junc or sarly July day
and if tho somolont mood of surmor has not
sottled upon you by theon, sit down and listen
to the Dickeissel sing and he will instil
the feoling in you before you leave, Its
soiontific namo is Splma amerleana, splza
in Grock meaning “a finech”, dorived from
spizd, "to chirp", whilo amoricana needs no
explaining, this bird embodying the vory

spirit of tho summer, the iidwest, and

Amerieca,

Vho can worder why the Chickadeo 13 call-
ed zuch? Or tho Willet? Het so obvious
are cthor bird names derived from other or
older languages than Hodern English, lang-
uages whed i netepg s el rhecles with
which we are not famii.ar, Tho Anglo Saxons,
in imi‘tation of the hird's strange cry,
cnllod the Owl, the Ule; in tackling a namo
for o Raven they cams up with hraefn,
Mwail is from the Modorn Latin guﬂum
derived in turn from the llodern Dutch .
quakoln, in reoference to the bird's note,
and Rail is Gorman rnlle, a bird's note,
Other bird names derived from theoir notes
are tho Pipit, the Towheo, the Veory, end
tho Bebolink, By the way, prior to being



ed the Bobolink 1t was lmowm as the
/&oblﬁco 1n",

In closing, it is intoresting to consider
the word "warblor", Onc ofton reads in tho
litorature that cur New World warblers aro
not truc warblers and, furthermore, nono of
thom can accomplish a warble,
unfair for "warblor" is dorived from tho
Hiddle High German word worbelen, moaning
"to whirl, to be busy about"., This its
our warblors to a nicoty for I nover saw a
varbler yot that wasn't vhirling about boing
tusy about something,

LN .I{IE [ BB N ]

IGFECTOR TO RUSSIA FELLED BY CUNFIFE:

Heows of the death of a Texas defector to
Russia has co me {rom Hoscow,

The vietin was brought dowm by srell arms
fire and most likeoly boeame an ingrodient
in somo Rusgslan's borsch,

It was a fenale pintail duck,

The bird was banded by Texas Parks and
Wildlife Dopartment on liarch 12, 1967, near
Port Aceros, and was shot near Ossora in Eagt-
tern Siberia on llay 25, 1968, some 1% months
and countless thousands of milos later,

It tock almost three yoars for the band to
roturn to Texms, It was roturned by the
USSR Acadery of Scicnces Zoological Insti-
tute, the Cantre of Ringing and Merking of
Birds and Terrestrial llarmalas,

Bicloglists say pintails somotlnes cross
from Alaska to Siberia to nost, but thoy
add that it iz extromely rare for a bird to
stray that far whon taggod in the Central
FlN"mY-

veaulOXAS Parlcs & H:.ldl:’:.fa ﬂm\rs....

CﬂiSIT.ER THE SI-IAG i THE ROCKS¢t .. . ...

For forty-nine million years thara wore .
shags in the world, bBut no men., Thon one o:f.‘
the primates bopan to distinguish himself
from others (whilo tho old shaps contimod
to catch fish and stand sproad-eagled on tho
rocks), Aftor somo nino hundred and ninety-
five thougand moro yoars the now primto,
conscious of his distinetlion as man, bogan
to mako his works conspicuous on the faco of
the earth, {The shags cantinued to fish and
stand sprosd-caglod on tho rocks,) Somothing
a bit less than five thousand ycars later, ho
bogan to £ill 21l tho land surfaces of the
oarth, to ostablish his dominion, to trans-
form the planot 4into 2 lmman world, He was
not concorned with the future of being as
such, or with the future of 1ifo as such,
but with tho futuro of himself, He invented
forms of philosophy that took acecount of
himgolf aleno, leaving out the Shag, the
Storm Petrel, the Milmar, the skua, the auk,
the phalarope, the pgull, and thoe Gannet,
They had no credentials that man need hopor
in what he had now established as his own
world,

Anong the forosceable possibilitios for
the futurc, one is that man, having arrived
only a million yoars ago, will go on for an-
other forty-nine million, in the course of
which he will bogin to learn at first hand
how big tho univoerse is, Ho will go fishing
in the Milky Way-~thinking, porhaps, that it
balengs to him, Dut at the end of thoso
forty=-nine nillion years anothor creature
may arize, and it may rofashion the iilky
Way to suit itself, Then man, lacking cro-
dontials, may como to soem no more important
than a Shag,

ess OViZ J,

=

Halle,,...

This is rathor committeo room,

Sincoe a Shag stands “sproad-ecagled" on the
rocks would an eagle stand "“shag-sproadfi"

YCUR HELF IS NEEDED:

~ An important plece of legislation comes up
for hearing on April 28 in the Lt, Govornor's
This 1s the Envircnmontal
Protoction Act of 1971, similar to legislation
recontly cnacted by the state of Hichipan,

The Idchipgan act adopted the "public trust"
doetrine, MNo longer is tho state the only
centroller of polluticn. Evory citizon of
iichipan has an equal right with the statoc
to bring court actiom against pollutors,

- Tho two major aspects of tho bill ares

First, the bill doclaros the alr, water and
othor natural rescurcesz to be held in public
trmst by the State for all of ocur ecitizoms,

Secondly, the bill gives logal standing to
tho individual cltimen, as well as to state
and local governmonts and organizations, to
sook court ordors and injunctions challenging
any activity which throatons the intorest of
that public trust in cur environmoent,

Opponents of tho measure fear it will bring
a deluge of suits which will furthor clog our
courts, Its backers bolievo thore are buili-
in safeguards to provent this, The individual
bringing suit would not be entitloed to dam-
ages, (ob-rich quick schmes would bo out,
Also, Toxms district judges havo the power to
summarily dismiss suits which have no merit,

Our Sen, Max Shermen is & mombor of this
committos that will roviesr the bBill, He is
reportoed to bo cool toward it, which isn't
so surprising since pollution in our area is
a dirty word in moro ways than ono, Living
in such relative purity,jt is difficult to
convinoo cur leaders that now is tho'timo to
bulld safoguards, against the oncroachment of

sny impurities, It is difficult Wit‘we should
t.r'_v. Vo won't altmys livo an the ca.pruck by
ourselves!

CALENDAR s
April 17:

April 19:

Bird walk - lomorial Park Comotory
- 8'30 ﬂ--m.

ilonthly socioty mcoting st tho
Gardon Conter -~ 7:30 p,m,

Speakor - Thelms Puntch

Topic - "Wildflowers"

April 25: Bird walk - Llano Comotery - 8130
a,m,

May 2 : Big Day Count

lay 161 Vildflower Flold Trip - Sanford
Rocreation Arca,

Hay 17 : lonthly socliety moeting.

It is an irony of history that tho great pow-
ors should have discovered tho unity of natlons
at Cairo in 1943, The goeso of tho world have
had that notion for a longor time, and cach
Harch thaey stake their lives on its essential
tmath,

In tho boginning thero wag anly the unity of
the Ice Sheot, Then followod the unity of the
larch thaw, and tho northward hegira of the
intornational geese, EBEvory larch sinco the
Pleistoccno, the goose have honked unity from
China Sea to Siberian Stoppo, from Buphratoes
to Volga, from Milec to Murmansk, from linccln-
shire to Spitsborgon, Evory March since the
Plaistocone, tho gooso have homkoed unlty from
Currituck to Labrador, Hatamskoot to Ungawa,
Horseshos Lake to Hudson's Bawyy, Avery Island
to Baffin land, Panhandle to Mackenzie, Sacra-
monto to Yakon,

oo ildo Leopold,,,.



