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BIG DAY COUNT:

Six persons turmed out for the anmial Big
Pay Count in Pottor/Rands 11 Counties, Poggy
Acord, Forn Cain, Barbara lund, Rona Roas,
Ken Seyffort, and Esther Waddill obasorved 134
Spocies of birds in the two county area, a
rospectable total though well short of ocur
all-time high of 145, Tho principal arcas
covered ware the city of Amarillo (primarily
its cemotories), Elysian Fiolds, Lake Tangle-
wood. the Pllﬂ mrﬂ Chlb. B'ufmlo I-ﬂkﬂ. End .
Falo Duro Canyon, This year, in addition,
Bates Canyon, MeBride Canyon, Chicken Creoclk,
Bonits Creek, Canadian River, and Plum Crack
wore included in the ocount, Attached is a
list of the speclos saen,

A CORRECTION

This Nowsletter is in need of a good proof-
reader, Contrary to what was reported last
month, the rails hoard calling below the dam
at Lake Meredith wore Virginia Rails, not
Yollow Rails, Your Editor was having visions
while typing.

BIRD NOTES)

Spring migratlon 4s in full swing and this
Yoar has its o pecullarities, as cach year
does, Ono noticeablo difforonce, thus far,
is the lack of varioty in warblors, Myrtlos
and Audubons have beon moving through in good
numbers, with a fair showing of Wilson's and
Orange-crowneds, whilo the mumbers of Nash-
villes appear to be more than ususl, Esthor
Waddill spotted the first Black & White Warb-
ler at, the Palo Duro Club)éh 4/18/anmd. on-the

: um“dlt.a Mr, & Mrs, Chip Flllottrreported:the i =it

first Parula in Llano cemotery, Both spocios
were seen later by other birders ineluding

THE PRATRIE HORWED LARK

2709 S, Fairfield, Amarillo, Towmg 79103 Vol, VIII, No, 5
on 5’3 by KS along with 5 Groen-tailod

Towhoos and, on 5/7, 2 Catbirds, If you go
to tho far southwostorn end of Buffalo Lake
koop your eyes pecled for a malo Baltimore
Oriole, It has more Baltimeore characteris-
ties than it does Bullock's although it
8ings very mach likc the lattor and is, no
doubt, a hybrid of tho two,

TOS/00S Anrmal MEETINGs ,
Tho first joint moeting of the Toxas and
Oklahoma Ornithological Sociotios was held

April 22-25 at tho Tanglowood Hills Country

Club on Lako Toxoma near Pottsboro, Texas,
The Toxoma Outdoor Nature Club was tho host
group, led by the capable Rodnoy A, Rylandor,
Fiold trips to Hagorman Wildlife Refuge,
Red River Hills and Tanglewood Hills, woro
led by such fino birders aa Roland Wauor,
Chardler Robbins, Peter Alden and other
fino birdors from Oklahoms and Toxas,
On Saturday aftormoon both socioties had
thoir businoss moetings, The TOS board

votod to roinstate two issues of tho Pulletin,

Consorvation problems wero discussed, Chand-
lor Robbins was tho guost spoakor at tho
dinnor meoting, His film on the Laoward Is-
lands wes beautiful, Tho fascinating ses
birds mado ovoryono want to board the first
Goast Guard cruisor for Midway and vicinity,
The sotting was bosutiful; tho staff of
the club very sccomodating, end add 200
birdors from two statos with oxciting visi-
tors from all over and mix woll - for a truly
fino wook=-and,
- oo Popgy Acord,, ..

Ty L o
“ Dr, John-Baker of the Siorra Club and
Texas Explorers Club told the group of tho

the Black & Whito at Buffalo Lake on 4/24 by  Guadalupc Mountains National Park and the

Thelma Puntch and Marguerite Bmpio,
Ja was seen by Peggy Acord in Momorial Park
cemetory on 5/2 and at Buffalo Lake by KS on
5/6. The most outstanding warbler seoen has
boen the Prothonotary at the Palo Duro Club
~~on 4/29 by Esther Waddill, Sho reportod see-
ing at loast 2, and possibly 4 were presont,
The Palo Durc Club has boen productive of
other good birds, On 4/19 Esther Waddill,

The Paru- 1mpending danger to its fragile envirinmont

if ovorusod and overdovelopod, Ho showed
slidos of tho aroa as he spoko enthusiasti-
¢ally, He sald the Guadalupe Mountains are
the last romeining virgin forosted mountaine
cus wildernoss aroa in Texas, At prosent,
tho Mastor Flan calls for a tramwmy and
possibly & road, Howewvor, if onough people

den't want a trammy or a road, maybo thay

Rena Ross and Peggy Acord found am Osprey ad won't 1::\111;':1'c-t.l'uuelnz S50 we all need to writo

a Westorn Grobe thero, both specles of birds
remaining in the area for sevoral days,
While the Westorm Wood Powoos and tho Empi-
donax flycatchors havo beon extremoly searco,

three lottors, (If wo do not write, the
trammy will boe built.) In our lottors we
can say throo thingss (1) Ask the parks

dopartment to hold a masteor plan and wildor-

this cannot be sald of the Yellow-hoaded Black- noss hoaring on tho Guadalupe Mountains and

birds. 200+ assembled at Memoriml Park como-
tery and were seon by Rona Ross and Vera Doa-
son on 4/22, and on 5/2 Poggy Acord and Fomn

in tho near future so tho pooplo can oxpross
their wishos, (2) Oppose tho tuilding of a
trarway in this last romaining wildornoss

Cain estimated 4-5000 at Elysian Fields) Also of its kind in the state, (3) Indicato your

at Elyslan Flelds Peggy Acord, Rona Ross and

hopo thet the aresa will bo dosignatod a

- Esthor Waddill saw an Hoodod Morgenser and an Wildornoss Arca and presorvod An its un-

Horned Grobe on 5/3, while Poggy and Fern saw touchod conditiom,

a Bonaparte's Gull and 50+ Eared Grebos thers
on 5/2, On %/2 Barbara Lund turned up 89

Floase do not say you

bolong to any organization or 2ll your lottors
will bo countod as only ono from that group,

speclic 8 of birds in tho Pottor County portion Writo to: Sup't, of Carlsbad Caverns Nat'l,

of tho Sanford Reercation Area, including
such good finds as 5 Whitc Policans, 1 White-

Park, Carlsbad, B, M, 88220; Frank Kowski '
Sonthwost Rogional Director, National Park

facod Ibis, 1 Solitery Sandpipor, 2 Bonaperte's Service, Box 728, Santa Fo, N. M, 87501;

Gulls, 1 Rod-bellied Woodpocker, and 3 Rosa~

Mastor Planning Team, Westorn Sorvieo Centor,
National Park Service, 450 Goldon Gate Ave,,
Box 36025, San Francisco, Calif, 94102,

Tho flood of lotters and phone calls obe

broasted Grosbosks, K5 matched the grosboasks
by sceing 3 malos at Buffalo Lake on 5/7.

The 12 birders who showod up for aur birdwalk
in llano cemetory on 4/25 woro rewarded by Joeting to dovolopment of the Chiso loun-
soeing a Poor Will and a Black-crawmod Night  tains Basin tourist facilitios rosulted in a
Horon, 2 Poor Wills woro soen at Buffalo leke call from Frank Kowski to Frod Agnich, mombor



the Toxas Logislature,
Mr, Kewskl assurod Mr, Agnich of tho fHll-
owing docisiona by the Park Sorvicot

(1) Visitor accomodations in tho Chisos
Basin will not bo increascd,

(2) Prosent installations in tho basin will
bo roduced,

(3) Long range planning onvisions romoval
of all installations from the basin,

(4) Fred Agnich will bo informod in advanco
about public hoarings concorning Big Bend,

30 you sco, maybe cur lotters do pay off!
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CONSERVATION NEWS:

In Fobruary of this yoar, Robort Hanns,
Sonthosstern Roprosontativo of tho Naticnal
Audubon Soeloty, went into the dark rocossos
of the Santoo Swamp in Scuth Carolina and
played his tapo rocording of the mating call
of tho Ivory-billed Woodpecker, For almost
fivo minutos tho 8-noto amplifiocd call dyew
a rosponse from tho swamp. "It was unbe-
liovable," Mr, Manns said lator, "No other
bird will return tho call in tho samo way
oxcopt an Ivory-billod Woodpocker, Thoro
was olthor somoone in tho swamp who is aw-
fully good at imitating tho bird or thore's
a bird there,"

The Santoe Swamp i5 a 25 square milo area
about 40 miles northvost of the Four Holos
Svamp, 3,800 acres of which wors purchased
this year by Audubon for 33 million dollars,
It i3 similar to the wildorncss area in the
Big Thicket whoro John Dannis locatod tho
Ivory-bills in 1967, Audubon officials said
that it can't bo considored more than a pos-
sibility until experts confirm it, but thoy
woro surprised to hoar of it and vory plessod
at tho ocutsido possibility, .

mts ha d boon medo for timbor cut-

FRACTISING CONSERVATION AT HOMEs

Encourago Natural Predatorsy Birds, lizamia,
wasps, garden snakeos, horned toads, frogs,
damsel flied, dragon flles, lady bird bootlos,
firoflics, ant lions (doodlo tugs), lace wing
flied, praying mantis, ete. Lady bugs and
praying mantis egg cases aro sold by mail
ordor housos, (Barbara Iund says thore is no
nood of buying praying mantls egg casos for
sho will give you as many as you want,) Only
a rash and shorti~sightod gardonor mrders
his garden frionds for a quick-kill of some
post,

1f Thoso Fajdl Use Pyrethrin-~based Sprays.
Rotonone, pyrothrum, ryania, sulphr, saba-
dilla and tobacco dust aro acceptable insoct-
ieldes, Spot use i= recormondod as a pro-
toction for benoficial insacts,

Fool the Bugs by Companion Planting, Plant
beans and potatoes sido by side; tomatoes
among the potatoos and in asparegus bod, il
Plant garlie, onions, looks, shallots or pot-
unias near fruit treos, Flant marigolds
among rosog and through the garden to repel
insects, oven nomtodos, Intorplant fragrant
horbs genorously, - Plant "“trap crops" such as
radishcs to attract catorpillar, ote, fronm
more valuable plants; handgather insocts so
trappod, Nasturtiums with squash protoct
from squash bugs,

Sot Hosguite Traps, Gellon jars half full
of wator with 1 tbsp, of borax in the wator;
sot in closets, in shrubbory, undor heuso,
sheds, ote,

For Clothing, Do not uso dangorouse moth
crystals or moth balls, Cloan, brush, and
air woolons and placo in poly or paper bags
with codar branchos or rosomary,

+sssOrganic Gardenors of Austin,...

hgresmonts ha d boon medo for O R VR i 5 b
ting"in tho area, but tho South Carolina Pub~O N WBATHEReL< v kst o |

lic Sorvice Authority, which eontrols tho
aroa, announcoed a year's postponenont of eut-
ting, duo to the foreo of strong public opin-
ion apainst it, in ordor to make confirmation
of tho prosence of tho Ivery-bill,

¥

One trouble with tho city is that there is
30 mch bad weather thoro, HNoarly everybody
admits that snow is meroly an exponsive mii=
sance, and even tho varly summer rains serve
ne real purposc whore there is nothing to be

The "Ad Hoe Committoo to Save tho Big Thick-Watorod and whore sewers havo to be built to

ot,” inspired by Dr, Eisner of Corncll Univ,,
says that if Ropr, Wayno Aspinall, Chairmen
of the House Committeo on Interdor Affairs,
doosn't got a wigglo on and seo that Bob Eck-
hardt's bill gots to tho floor of tho House,
that stopz wonld be taken to got an injunc-

drain the insipid liquid away, Some day, no
doubt, when we have become thoroughly urban-
ized, whole aress will bo roofod ovor and

tho ideal amount of ultraviolet supplied by
eloctricity, Childron can be taken occasion-
ally to the cauntry to see what tho sun looks

tion to halt timb or cutting in tho Big Thick-liko as they aro takon now to sco & hill or a

at,

It's sad to relato tha t the Connio Hagar
Wildlife Sanctuary in Littlo Bay in tho vi-
cinity of the newly "developed" Harbor Oals
in Rockport will bo dostroyed by tho con~
struction and dredging for a Marina, Im-
portant mirsory grounds for shrimp and othor
fish 1life will also bo dostroyed, Permission
was pranted within a few days after a public
hoaring whore important seiontists and con-
corned citlaens proscnted strong tostimony
against the movo, Of course, tho Navigation
District commissioners had made thoir mirda
up before the hearing, so it didn't tako
thom long to make tho announcoraont of their
docision, This 1s rominiscent of the Fronda-
lig Island deal sevoral yoars back whon thoy
grantod parmission for its domtruction for
the "dovolopmont" of Koy Allogro.

This Sanctuary was croated by an Act of
the Logislature, and it would seom that theso
poople have no logal right to dostray it.
Rockport 1s fast boing dowmgraded as a uniquo
bird and wildlifo mocea into just anothor
ordinary run-of-the-mill rosort areca,

mountain, Prcbably many of them will not
want to go anyway, for thoe ecuntry will be to
them anly what it was to tho London club man:
"A damp sort of place whoro all sorts of
birds fly about uncooked," But that will be
all right too == for those who like it,

The good thing about the country is, on the
other hand, that wo don't have thoro any bad
woather at all -« only a mrboer of difforont
kinds of good, In fact I sheuld bo willing
to maintain that there, and there only, do we
have what has any right to bo called weathor
at all -- as distinghishod, I moan, from
thoso mere inclomoncies of ono kind or an~
othor. -

e+ ssdoserh Wood Kruteh,,,,

CALENDAR:
iay 16 t+ Wildflower Field Trip -~ 2130 p.n.
lloot at National Parksz Sorvice
parking lot at Sanford Rocreation
Ares,
May 17 : Honthly zociety mocting at the
Gardon Caentor - 7:30 p.m,



BIG DAY COUNT, POITER/RANDALL COUNTIES

Hay 2, 1971
Bared Grobe Say's Phosbte
Pioed-billod Groho Hornod Lark
White Polican Rough-winged Swallow
Black-crowmoed Hight Horon Barn Swallow
Whitowfacod Ibis Cliff Swallow
Mallard Bluo Jay
Godwall Corman Crouw
Pintail Carolina Chickadea

Groon-winged Toal
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Amorican Widgoon
Shovoler

Rodhoad

Lossor Scaup
Bufflohoad

Tarioy Vulture
Mississippi Kito
Rod~tailed Hawit
Brosd~wingoed Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
Golden Eaglo
Harsh Howk
Sparrow Hawk
Bobwhito

Scaled Quail
Ring~nockod Phossant
Tur kay

Apmoriecan Coot
Semi~palmatod Plover
Snowy Plovor
Killdaor

Upland Plover

narie Opotted Sandpiper | .

-Solitary Sandpiper
Groator Yellowleps
Lessor Yollowlogs
Baird's Sandpipor
Least Sandpiper
Long-billed Dowitchor
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Somi~palmated Sandpipor

Wostarn Sandpipo r
American Avoecot
Wilson's Phalaropo
Ring-billod Gull
Franklin's Gull
Bonaparte's Gull
Hourning Dovo
Roadiunnor

Great Hormned Owl,
Burrowing Owl
Poor-will

Comon Nighthawic
Chimmoy Swift

Broad-tailod Hummingbird

Belted Kingfishor
Yollow-shafted Flickor
Red-bellied Woodpocker

Goldon-fronted Woodpocker

Rod-hoaded Woodpackor
Hairy Woodpocker

Lodder-backed Woodpockor

Enstorn Kingbird
Wostorn Kingbird

Selssor~-tailed Flycatchor
Ash-throated Flycatcher

Ezstoein Phooba
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Black-crosted Titmouso
Commion Bushtit

House Wren

Wintor Wron

Bowick's Wren

Canyon Wron

Rock Wron

Hoekingbird

Catbird

Brown Thrasher
Curvo-billed Thrashor
Hobin

Hormit Thrush
Swainson's Thyush
Bluo-gray Gnatcatchor
Ruby-erowmod Kinglot
Codar Waxwing
Loggerhoad Shrike
Starling

Solitary Virco
Orango~¢rownod Warbler
Nashville Warbier
Yellow Warbler

liyrtle Warblor
Audubon's Warbler
MacGillivray's Warblor

L Yellew~throat ‘

Wilzon's Warblor
Arorican Rodstart
Houso Sparrow
Wastomrn HMeadowlark
Yollow-hoadod Blackbird
Rod-winged Blackbird
Orchard Oriolo .
Bullock's Oriclo
Brovor's Blackbird
Commoen Gracklo
Browm~hoadod Cowbird
Cardinal
Roso-breasted Grosboak
Bluo Grosheak

Indigo Bunting

Lamli Bunting

Painted Bunting

Houso Fineh

Pino Siskin

Amorican Goldfinch
Groon-tailed Towhoo
Rufong=-gidod Towheo
Brown Towheo

Lark Bunting

Vospor Sparrow

Lark Sparros
Rufous-crownod Sparror
Cassin's Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colorod Sparrow
Whito-crowned Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow



