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BIRD NOTES) proposed or being implementod in Texas, New

With the advent of spring migration one York and Califormia, Of all the articles 1
woadars Just Eow many of the returning birda have read on the subject, these three are the
1o report and one finally coneludes that the clearest expositions of what the ultimte
only possible thing to do 1s to urge everyone effeats of such plans will be on the emviron-
%o go afield and record them as they srrive, ment, cularly tho one on the Texas Wator
Over the years, as individual records accumm=- Flan, Wwitten by John Graves, author of an~
late, early and late dates can be debermined othor ox8c1llomt book, Good-by to a River, it
and published; then, as each succesive season 1is writion from the first-hand experiimco
follows, it becomes s matter of interest to = of a farmer wise in the ways of water, As he
see whether or not a particular specles has  says, and brings out clearly, "you ain't seen
shovm up either earlier or later than previocusamocthing yet,”
ly. While it may seem trivial to get exclited
over the fact that the first Western Kingbird BIRDS OF THE PALO DURO CANYON:
seen this year was on April 1l wheroas the Thinking it might be helpful to new birders
pravious early date of arrival was April 12, and thoasc who have not birded in this area
the cumlative ploture that develops showing before, the following 1s & 1list of those birds
the average date of first arrival c¢an be of that may be encountered in the big Canyen:
cmsiderable value in determining trends in
bird movements, This is why it is of benefit Year-arcund residents (may be seen at any
to your soclety to keep recards of the birds iime of the year) - Golden Esgle; Sparrcw
you see, channeling this informatiom in to  Hawky Bcobwhite; Scaled Quail; Turkey; Mourn-
the Recorder so that a more comprehensive ing Dovey Roadrunner; Sereech Owlj Ureat Homed

plcture of bird activity can be secured, Owly Bolted Kingfisher; Golden-fronted Wood~
Some noteworthy obsoervations have been pecker; ladder-backed Woodpecker) Scrub Jays

turned in by Armold Moorhouse, At Buffalo  Commen Crowy Blackecrested Titmeuse; Verding

lake on 4/2 he found an Horned Grebe in Cammon Bushtit; Bewick's Wren; Canyon Wren)

breeding plumage as it swam downstream from Rock Wren; Mockingbirdj Starling; House Spar-
the dam. On 4/6 he reported a Daublo-crested rows Western Meadowlark; Cardina}; House Finohy
Cormorant on the lake, Two birds that have Rafouswcrowned Sparrow; Black-throated Sparrow,
groatly disturbed their observers and have

caused them to delve deeply into the bird Summor residents (to be soen in tho summor
baoks for onlightnment wero seen by Pegey only) « Turkoy Vulturo; Mississippt Kite; Yol-
Acord and Esther Waddill, and by Ken Seyffert low-bllled Quckoo; Gommon Nighthawicy Rod-

and Arnold Moorhouse, At Lake Tanglewood in headed Woodpecker; Ash-throated Flycatcher;
mid-Mayeh the former two cbsorvedswhat they - Roughewinged Swallow;. ClAff Swallow; Blue Jay;
believe to have beon a Mexiocan Jay, This = Bluewgray Gnatoktcher; Orchard Orioley Bul-
bird was kept undor obsorvation for quite  lock's Oricle; Brown-headed Cowbird} Blue
some time and it exhibited some of the lme Grosboak; FPainted Bunting; Lesser Goldfinch)
portant field points that set the Moxican Jay lark Sparrcw; Cassin's Sparrow,

apart fram the Scrub Jay, The absenceo of a .

white throat with "necklace", and the lack of Winkr rosidents or visltors (birds that

2 white eye-line and brown back appear to be winter in the Canyon or occasionally pass
negative ovidence of ita boing a Serub Jay, through during that season) ~ Causela’ Gooso)
Somo banding records of the early 1950's in rdy~Gedwall; Gogeinged Teal; Amordcan
our aroa inclnde a faw Mexican Jays, The Adgeons Common Goldenoye; Sharp-shinned Hawkj
lather team of cbserveors found a "flycatcher” Cooper's Hawk; Red-talled Hawky Ferruginous
sitting on a high line across the road west Hawk; Bald Esgley Marsh Hawk; Fralrie Faloon;
of the railroad station in the Palo Durc Gan- Pigeon Hawk; Killdeer; Yellow-shafted Flickery
yon, This was on 4/2, The bird was of a uni~ Redwshafted Flicker; Yellow-bellied Sapsuckors
form gray with no discernible wing bars, It Willlamson's Sapeucker; White-breasted Nut-
was noticeably larger than & wood pewee and hatchjy Red-breasted Nuthatch; Brown Creeper)

5t did have a slight head crest, It was of aWinter Wren) Brown Thrasher; Curve-billed

sizo and configuration mach like the Olive- Tharasher; Sage Thrasher; Robinj Hermit Thrush,
sided Flycatcher but lacked white on its Eastern, Westorn and Mountain Bluebirde; Towm-
breast and sides, The cbeorvers wore not send's Soliteaire; Golden-crowned and Ruby-orown-
closo enocugh to dotormine tho bill color sat- ed Kingleta; Cedar Waxwing; Northern and :
jsfactorily. Theso character isties point tologgerhoad Shrikes; Myrtle and Audubon's War-
its being & Coues' Flycatchor which is & birdbloers; Red-winged Blackbird; Pine Sisking Am,
¢f central and southweastermn Ariwcma, and Goldfinch; Green-tailed, Fufous-sidod, and -
sorthyestorn New Moxico,  Adolph Khrebel of Brown Towhees) Baird's Sparrow) Slate-colored,
“=ston, N. M., however, who has birded that Oregen and Gray~headed Juncosy Troe, Chipping,
area for the laet 20 yoars or more, lists it Fisld, Harris', Whilio-crowned, White-throatod,
ns & "rare visitor" to northeastorn New MoxieLincoln's, Swamp, and Song Sparrows,

co, In any case, this latter bird will have )

to ramain on our "hypothotiocal® list and is Translents (primarily rdgrants) - Piod-bill-
reported in this newsletter only with tho ed Grebe; Groat-blue Horoni Sandhill Cranej
hope that others will koop an eyo out for it Am. Coot; Cormon Snipe; Ring-billed Gully

whilo bir ding in thoe canyon, Hairy and Downy Woodpackers; Wostern Kingbird,
Scissor-tailod and Great-crested Flyoatcheraj
RECOMMENDED READING: Eastern and Say's Phocbes; Empldonax flycatch-

Onee in a while a book comes along that ers) Woatom Wood Poweo; Olive-slded Flycatch.-
one fools compelled to rocommend that our er; Troe, Bapk and Bam Swallowsy House and
rom bers read, Ono such is The Wator Hustlers Long-billed Marsh Wrans; Catblrd; Swainason's
mublished by the Siorra Club ($7,95), It is thrushj Sclitary and Warbling Virooss; Black
a throo-part oxploratlon of the water plans . and White, Orangemcromed, Nashville, Virginia,
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l_ﬁ.fo]lW; Townsond'sy Black-throated Groen; Day-

broastod and MacGillivray's Warblorst Yellow-

throaty Yellow-breasted Chat; Wilson's Warbler; betweon 1954 and 1970,

complotod 273 watershoed projects, including
channolization, natiomwide during tho 16 yoars
Plamning was author=

Amorican Redstart; Wostorn and Summor Tanagersp ized for anothor 1561 watorsheds, and con-

Roso-breastod and Dlack-headed Grosbeaka;
Indige and lazuli Duntings; Red Brossbills
lark Bunting; Savennahj Grasshopper, Vesper,
Clay-oolorod, and Browor's Sparrows,

TOD MANY ORGANIZATIONS?

You may have often thought, as I havo, that
there are too many conscrvation organizations
with a resulting dissipation of efforts, This
point iz brought out well in the following
lotter to the editor:

Dear Sir:

Areo you sure that consorvationists have
their prioritios straight? I once took the
trouble to count tho number of conservationist
organizations, or clements of organizations,
in this nation. Thore ware over 700 of them,
Too many kooks spoll the truth?

I am urged, persuaded, advised, and reminded
(not yet implored, bosesched, or oxhorted) to
writo to my roprosentatives tos slow up pop-
ulation growth, save Alaska, stop stripmining)
arrest pollutlon, rescue the redwoods, defeat
the highwaymon, ohaston the Army Engincers,
subdue the auto amtocrats, condemn tho poison
lobby, redeem the Indians, block tho snowmo-
billes, punish the ocagle slayers, smash the
soal kKllors, ote,, ote,

How many yoars do you think I've got left?
Moreover, for all practleal purposos my rop-
rosentativos are 11litorato, If they could
road, thoy would know about theso probloms
withoaut my telling thom, And thoy would, if
they were at all human, wish to save their .
wivos and children from that fate worso than
doath ~- seoing tho land you stand on: bleed
to doath,

My ropresentativos, like the conservation-
ists, aro of many minds, Somo say fight,
somo s&y ourse, ono or two have beon haard to
aay "Think", None yot, with Franklin, has
grumblod, "If we don't hang togother, we'll
hang soparately,” We'ro hanging soparately
Just the same -~ bocauso "their" prioritics
are not "our" priorities, Why is it impossi-
ble for "us" to seloct ono ovorriding "eauso",
roally bear down on it all together, and seo
if Congress can actually be awakencd? Just
for tho hall of it] Just to soce if Hogel's
dietum can bo roversed; Said Hegel, "We
loayn from history only that we learn nothing
fram history,"

I will givo the Editor's (Friends of tho
Earth) roply in tho next nowslettor,

SOME -FACTS ABQUT CHANNELIZATION:G

In the not-so-distant future Texans may
not have to worry about pollution of thelr
natursl stroams, according to William C,
Provine, bioclogist for tho Texas Parks and
Wildlife Depertmont,

"T think you will all agroe that there will
bo no problem with the pollution of our nat-
ural stroams,if-thosc stroams are ontirely
climinated as we know them now," Provino
told biclogists and other department inland
f4shories porsommel at & rocent comforence
in Austin, Tho problom, said Frovino, is
channelization, tho practlico of straightoning
the strosm and removing vogotation from its
banks for flood econtrol purposes, According
to Provino, one of tho main governmont agenc-
los responsible for promoting channolization

gtruction was in progross on 1001 moro, By
tho year 2000, this samo govornment agoncy,
ono of soveral involved in chamnolization
projects, roports that 8964 moro watorsheds
nood channelizati on,

Tho grava magnitudo of fish and wildlifo
losses duo to channclization projects has
boon oxtonsivoly documented in soveral states,
sald Provine, A study in Callformia showod
that channoligzation resulted in six dondi-
tions which worc detrimental to fish ard
wildlifer (1) the adjoining backwator lakes
and sloughs woro drained, %2) riparian vogow
tation cover was eliminated, (3) the oddies
and holes along the river littorel zone wereo
oliminatod, (%) wator turbidity wos incroasod,
(5) bank orosion was incroasod, and (6) amounts
of spawning aroa were reduced, ‘

A comparism of 23 channeled and 36 un-
channeled stroams in North Carolina showed a
90% roduction in the nunber of fish and an
85 roduction in wolght with limited rocovory
oven aftor 49 yo ars, lack of recovery aftor
long poricds was roported by the Idaho Fish
and Game Departmont which said therc was an
80% to 90% roduction in gamo fish 30 to 75
yoars following channelizati on, Data on
channoloed soctions of the Blackwator River
in Missouri indicato that aftor 40 years une
channcled portions yieldod 55 pourds of fish
por acre in comparison to 131 pounds per acro
in channolod arecas, Othor stdtes roport
comparable roductions,

Provino cited a study which indicated that
altoration by drodging and dreining is prob-
ably of groater significance than pollution
por se in producing long-torm.change in tho

popalations of strom fishos,

"Pollution can bo abated and its damage
rovaerasod," said Provine, "The damago of
stroame by channelization is by all indica-
tions pormanont,”

.am sy l0XAS Parks & Wildlife Nows,,...

Tho innor voico has whispered too many
difforent things to too many difforent men
for mo to have any convictlon that it 1s al-
ways right or that it comes from anywhero
oexcopt morely from within, But some voicos
ono mat listen to, and whon this voice
spoaks to mo its authority, howover littlo
it may be, is at loast as great as the authorw
ity of tho latezt editorial in tho latost
wookly or monthly roview, Tho hardost facta,
as Havolock Ellds onco remarked, arc tho ,
faets of omotion. Joy and lovo, for oxampla,
canmot be doubted when one fools them, 1
lmow that they existod in mo and for mo when
I hoard tho first peopors of spring and when
I watched spring turnm to summer, I cannot
rogret that I did so, I hope that whether
tho rost of the world is headed toward sue-
cess or fal lure intits largest entorprises,
I shall bo permittod to watch with equal sat-
isfaction at loast one spring como again,

s s sJ086ph Wood Krateh,,..
CATLENDAR:
Apri) 17: Monthly socicty mooting at tho
Gardon Contor - 7130 p.m,
April 22: Field trip - Llanc Comotary -

moot by pond at 8100 a.m,
May 6-7 1 Fiold trip to tho Gudalupes.



