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NewW OFFICERS EISCTEL: featureas, we 500 a.50 ragion In which a

At the annual dinner of the TPAS, the fol- gradual transition from the yellow- to the
lowing slate of officers was submitted by the red-shafted specles occurs,
Neminating Committee, headed by Pegey Acord, I would like to suggest that birders spend
and vnarimously approved by the members pre~ 8 few momenta longer at their flickers, ard

sentt try their hand at socring a few, Don't just
Fresident - Dr, Charles Smith look for shafi color,”
Vice-President ~ Esther Waddill
Treagurer ~ Armon Mays Scoring Table for Flickers
Sceretary - Rita Kenney Seoro
Recorder « Pegry Acord 1 = Crown Color gray 0
To replace Lueille Fiedler and B, W. Vanlloy mixed 1
whosa terms expired, Fern Ciln and C, P, brown 2
"Chip" BElliott were elected to serve on the
Board of Directors, 2 -~ Ear Coverts vinaceous tan 0
' intermediate 1
HYBRIDIZATION IN THS FLICKERS: gray 2
In 1965, Laster I, Short, Jr. of the Ameri-
ern Muceum of Natural History published a 3 - Threat Coler vinacemus tan 0
riacgraph on the "Hybridization in the Flick- intermediate 1
ers {Cnlaptes) of Worth Amorica", This study gray . 2
. disclezed the presence of a hybrlid zone be-
twoon the Yellow-cuafted Flicker in the east 4 - Nuchal Pateh present, broad 0
and the Red-shafted in tho west, with the trace, broken 1
none extending down throwgh osstern North absent 2
nnd South Dakots and Nebraska, easterm Colo- :
rada, wostern Kansas, and the contral and 5 = Shaft Coler yellow Y
mastern poertlens of the Texas Paphandle, at orange to red,
Jenzt as far scith as the Red River and its barbs yellow-
hmaMaaters, In the Docember izsue of the orange 1
' Tzxadn Fied” Orpitnologiit", Paul R, salmon pink 2
~-lian ot Souwwlsr, Lole, pubilched a sunmary
of this ctudy thot I ihink will be of in-  © = Malar Color (males) Wlack 0
toraut 4o bieders in oy avroa, intermediate 1
Tos vume L9 T have been bothered by the red 2
mraner Ln vhich castorn slepe blirders have -
beon ropsrbing fiickors au olther a Red- Summary pure yallow 0
rhitted Flickevr,,,.cr Yol low-shafted Flickor
. sea~==0nly rarely iz a flicker reported to pure red 10(fereles)
be 2 hybrid. 12 (males)

Thore is convineling evidenes,...that nearly
alt tho flickors in the study zone are hy- PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY:
bridsy that dis=, they show pilumsge character- Our program for Feb. promises to be a good
icties of both the red-and yellmw-shafted one and we urge everyone who can to be there,
'species®, I will summarize ihe ovidence pre- Roberta Currle will show color slides taken
cuntod by Shert ard inelide the suggestion 0y herself of birds of cur area, Bring your
st Field cbsorvers conmence using the field guides with you and have a orack at
szaring system cutiine Lelow in order thnt  identdfying what you see,
wr mipht gather evidence en hybridization
in oor flickers (and cnineidents Uy begin TRINITY RIVER FROJECT:
teaching curselves to lock Tor hybrid charac- The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has

teristies). desceribed the notorious Trinity River Projeat
.o 2+TO ascertadn,quantitatively, hybrid as "wholesale devastation" at a Dec, 14 public
characteristics he comstracted a scoring hearing held by the Corps of Englneers in
system based on the folloving easily observed Fairfield, Addressing the question of poten-
plumnge features: crown, ear covert, and tisl damage to fish and wildlife resources,

throat color: shaft color; prescnce or ab- the Department has put its best foot forward
semce of michal patch; and, fer males, the in allowing its competent bilologlsts to ex-
nalar strip color, The scoring table saown  Press thelr professional judgements on a high-

here 18 somewhizt 2implifiecd from that of ly controversial project,
Showvb's; bubt will adaguately serve our par- A Palestine newspaper editorialized shortly
PO, ) after the public hearing about the "surprise"

Tho score for an individual can range from #nd "disappointing shock” of an official of
zore for a pure Yollew-shatved Flicker to a the Department condeming the project and dia-
10 (femle) or 12 (male) for a pure Red- agreeing in tho process with other state
shatbed Flicker, Nota pariicularly that agencies, In contrast to this editorial, we
five or £ix plimigs characieristics are ine- applaud the Dopartment for its integrity and
viived, The <olor or statns of any single courage in standing for factual representation
cns doas not claceify the individual az of biological studies,
eiinay red- or yellct-shafted, Alse note If the Parks and Wildlife Department is to
$uf those are 'Ticl-guide’ characteristies resist what must be enormous proessure seeking
viich ean be chrorved, proviled the cbserver 1ts blankel approval of water development
has suffic enl “.se, in the field, projects, the Depariment must have public

Domamoring that 0 indicatos prre yellow- pablic support, The Depariment's analysis of
#0012 (ale) or 10 (femrle) prre red-shafted the Trinity River Project, its opposition to

channelization and wetland drainage, and its




.L afforts to prtect wildlife and fish- Arnold rr Col, Wolic.

.5 resources from water development projects The individual who has submitted the most
.re actions deserving the highest recognition decumentation in support of unusual observa-
for responsible resourco agency programs, If tions in the Panhandle has been Carolyn
your support and oncouragement of the Texas  Stallwitz of Dumss, Recently she sent in
Parks and Wildlife Department is to be mean- color slides of a male Cape May Warbler taken
ingful, it mst bo lmown, Express yoursolf by in Dumas in late April, 1972, Dr, irnold
writing Clayton T, Garrison, Exeontive Diree— writoes: "the slides of the Caps May Warbler
tor, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, John represent the only documentation for Texas."
H, Reagan Building, Austin 78701,

Growing opposition to the Trinity River Pro- BIRD NOTES:

 ject is being coordinated through COST, an Thourh we have entered our perioed of the
acronyn for the Citizons' Organization for a doldrums during which birding activity dimin-
Sound Trinity. The COST mailing address is ishes and we awsit the arrival of the spring
2940 Fondren Drive, Dallas 75205, They need migration, soveral observations of interest
your assistance, have been roported, Rena Ross reports con-

While agencies such as the Texas Parks and tinued activity at her feeder with the pre-
Wildlife Department join with citizens' organ- Sence of Evening Grosbeaks, Steller's Jays,
izations and thousands of individuals in op- Red Crossbills, and most umisual of all, a
posing the wasteful and destructive Trinity mile Cassin's Finch on Jan, 25, This repre-
River Project, the feelings of many ave surely sents the second reported observation of this
expressed in the follow poem, Written by Fr, species from the Panhandle, Following closely
Angelico Chavez as the Burean of Reclamation ©on ibs wings, two more were--roported by Estells
threatenad to destroy a portion of the Rio Stevans at herm fecder on Jga, 31,

Grande River in New Mexico, its applieation The only report of the Bohowian Waxwing this

is far more reaching than ons river and one wintor was turned in by Xen Seyffert on Jan,

state, 14 when one flock of 30 birds and one of 24

were ceen in the Palo Duro Cinyvon, On tho-

"T hope that I shall never sco same date he saw one Blue Goose at Buffalo
Our river shorn of overy tree, Lakoe NWR,
¥o robins nesting in their hair Both Peggy Acoid and Ken Sgyffert report
Because the banks are straight and bare, the continued presence of Evening Grosbeaks
What if Joyce Kilmer's song lives on in tho Palo Duro Canyon, and on Feb, 4 the
When all the trees and birds are gone? lattor saw a Cinnswmen Teal at Buffale Lake,
If Ogden Nash's billboards fall, The foeder at the Rita Kenney's continues
We'll still not scc a tree at all, to attract its large numbers of Scrub Jays
Poems are made by foolish ceers, as woll as Harris' Sparrows and a Downy Wood=
But, God, who mado the engineerst” peckeirrs, The Mountain Bluebird is a specles

thovght to be declining in mimbers and they
v JSouthwest Reglonal News (Audubon) have not been unurually conspicucus in the
canyon country this winler, However, Roberta
TEYAS BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REQUEST: Curric reported large numbers of them at her
' a meeting of the Texas Bird Records Com- place near lake Tanglewood on I'eb, 3 and this
mittee hold at the Big Bend National Park, upward trend has beon reported by other ob-
27 April, 1972, rules for the recognitien of serbers in the Palo Duro since that time,
any species of bird for the state were cstab-
ished that the spe¢ies must bs reprosonted by calendar:
(1) a specimen taken in Texes and placed in a  Feb, 18 1 Audubon Wildlife Film at the

recognized collection, or (2) represented by . Garden Center, 2130 p, m,
a photograph taken in Texas and elther pub- Topic: "Treasure of East Africa"
lished in a recognized journal or placed in Speaker: Bower E, Rudrud
the Texas Photo-Record File at Texas A&M Univ,, Feb. 191 Monthly socioty moeting at the
or (3) represented by a voice tape recording ' Garden Center, 7:30 p, m,
made in Texas and coafirmed by a rocognized Topic: "Birds of the Panhandle"
authority., Speaker: Roboerta Currie

The Check-list Committee has now authenti- March 19: Monthly ‘seclety mesting.

cated nearly all species generally listed as

Texas bir ds but have not been able to secure "T0 pick up even what Newton called “a smooth-
any definite authentic details concerning the ©F pebble or a prottier shell than ordinary,
following: White-tailed Tropicbird, Chukar whilst the great ocean of truth lay all un-
Partridge, Bridled Tern, Ringed Turtle Dove, discovered before me® ono usually neods nowa-
Costa's Hummingbird, illon's Hummingbird, Graydays to be a spocialist, and even within the
Kingbird, Sulphur-bellied Flyeatcher, 0)ive  1imits of one scienca the specialist mst
Warbler, Red-faced Warbler, Common Redpoll, specialize, He is a zoologist or a botanist

and Lawrence Goldfinch, or a cytologist or a blochemist and if he is
Tt is requested that any cne who has infor- 2 boi;,anist‘he limivs himself to the ferns or
mation concerning a spocimsn, a photograph the fungi, the grasses or the fleowering plants)

or a tape recording of any of these wrile to and cven then he may be regarded by the real
Dr, Keith A, Arnold, Dept, of Wilklife and spocialists as inelined to spread himself
Fisheries Seience, Texas A&M University, rather thin, Once when I was window-shopplng
College Station, Texas 77843, or to Col. L, in a side canyon of the Catalina Mountains T
R, Wolfe, P. 0, Box 11, Kerrville, Texnc 78028pet & stranger who turned out to be thoe groat-
Several of these species have been observed st 1living authority on the ants of the United
in the Panhandle, viz,, the Chukar, Ringed  States, Noticing ny binoculars he amiably
Tartle Dove, and Commen Redpoll, but nono, to fold mo that he had seen some interesting-
ny knowledge, have been documented by a speci-locking birds not fap away, ‘what were they?!
mea, a photograph or a tape recording, If "Oh, I don't ¥mow the names of birds, In fact
you do possess such documentation, or know I try not to kmow eny, Thers are so many ants
vhors it can bo seonved, plecse contac! Dr, that 41 s 211l I can do to romerber them, '
<os-dataph Weoad Kmteh, , .,



