-

THE PRAIRIE HORNED LARK

March, 1973

2709 5, Fairfield, Amarillo, Texas 79107

Vol, Xy Ho, J

It i5 wilh deep regret that we note the
passing of one our valued and long-time mem-
bers, Maud Settle, Maud and Tol have con~
trituted to and participated in many of our
activitles over the years and our sympathies
go out to Tol during this trying time.

PROGRAM FOR MARCH:

Have you ever wished for the oppurtunity to
examine some study skins of birds?
Monday night, March 19, at 7:30 p.m. in the

A PAMPA EVENT:

By the time this newsletter reaches you the
event we speak of will have occourred, yet we
think it deserves recognition as an example of
what birders can do in interesting their com~
mmities in birdlife,

Last Tuesday night in Pampa Explorer Post 86
sponsored an "Information Program on Purple
Martins" as a Community Service Project, The

Join us onprogram involved a movie on the Purple Martin,

a presontation of the results of a Purple Mar-

Secience Building at Wost Texas State Universi-tin survey made in the Texas Panhandle last

ty in Canyon when Dr, Charles Smith will con-
duct a program whorein woe will be able to
view some of the sking in the University's
collection,

WINTER INTERLGLE:

Every student of the outdoors knows thast
water attracts wildlifo, especially in arid
country.

Several years ago two of us dlscovered a
metal stock tank with its guardian windmill
in the bottom of the canyon just inside the
fence, It was a raw wintor day with blowing
snow, unfriendly tc man and beast, yet the
tank was ringed with a marvelous variety of
birds,

We have falked of returning a number of
times, and finally dld on a c¢loudy, cold,
windy day in February., Wo parkod on the

summor, and a question and discussion session
conducted by Pampa's dean of Purple Martin
promoters, Vernon Hall, Post 86 is sponsored
by the Gray County Soil and Water Conservation
District under the leadership of Jack C. Will-
ilams, an avid birder who has participated in
several of our area Christmas Counts and study
projects, Jack and his youngsters are to be
congratulated in their endeavors,

RESULTS OF WINTER POPULATION STUDY:

On Feb, 25 Ken Sayffert completed his sixth
eonsecutive winter population study in the
Palo Duro Canyon, Tha final results show an
average density per visit of 216 birds on the
31 acre study plot, or 697 birds per 100 acres,
This exceeds the previous high of last winter
when 205 birds per visit, or 663 per 100 acres,
was rocorded, The greater than average density

shoulder across the road from tho tank and foris attributable to the large numbers of Robins

about an hour watched a parade of beauntiful
birds.

Mountain Bluebirds and Robins by the flock
ware constantly moving, The metal tank was
lue with birds, Robins and Cedar Waxwings,
Cardinals and Mockingbirds erowded the rim.
The Golden-fronted Woodpoeckers and flickers,
unable to sit on the rim, clung to the side
of the rim and stretchsd their nocks to the
utmost for a drink. Tho birds crowded so
thickly that onco a Cedar Waxwing 1lit on the
back of a bluebird briefly, still partially
hevoering.,

Beyond the tank a scopage with bright groen
grass was a mass of bathing bluebirds., The
Junipers and mesquite were dotted with these
birds and a2 small flock of goldfinches, Housse
Finches, juncos and a fow White-crowmeds,

Ona male House Finch was almost completely
white, He had a2 small amount of rose on head

present throughout the winter, The average of
101 Robing per visit is twice as high as the
previous high and five times greater than the
average of the preceeding years. The large
influx of Mountain Bluebirds during the last
fow weeks of the study period alse halped in
boosting upward the final total, It 18 to be
noted that only birds that have lit on the
study area are counted as being present, Othor-
wise, the Robin ecount weuld have been consid-
erably higher as four or five times the re-
corded number flew over the arpa on numerous
oceasions, An exception to this reguirement
is in the case of birds of prey. An eagle
eircling overhead or a Marsh Hawk quartering
the area is counted as boing present for these
are tho motheds by which they utllize the
study plot, Also, only the ducks that are
swimming on the creek or that obviously would
alight save for the presence of the cbserver,

and breast and a little brownish-gray on wingsare counted,

and tail,
out particularly, One had only the cuter
tail feoathors whito, while the second was
really startling with white cap and neck
spots and pure white primaries and muter tail
feathers, It makes ywu wonder about things,

Boyond the first strotch of vegetation, 5
Turkays launched from one side of the canyon
and 1it in the grass and junipers across the
canyon, They didn't come in to drink as we
hoped they would, but a small floeck of West-
arn Bluebirds did,

Reluckantly wo leff this wealth of bird
activity and drove up onto the plains,

Robins and bluebirds, A large concentration
was at Burson Lakes. But the real treat was
a large flock of Pinon Jays, cloze to a hun-
dred of them, in & deop draw out of the wind
east of Silverton, trooping from juniper to
juniper down the draw, calling as they flew.
Scme of our bost day over the years have

been on outwardly unappealing days, This was
nn excaphion, erensPogEy Acord,....

Two femals Mountain Bluebirds stcod Another unusual feature of this winter's

count was the presence of seven specles never
bafore rocorded during tho study pordied., These
were the Pinteil, Bald Eagle, Long-billed

Marsh Wren, Bohemiam Waxwing, Evening Grosbeak,
Black-throated Sparrow, and Fox Sparrow, Over
the six yeasr period of counts, 79 species

have now been recorded,

Without the large increases in Robinsg and
Mountain Bluebirds, the count would have been
close to average, There woro marked decreases
in soveral species that usually oceupy the
tep five position® in high numbers, viz,, the

Where-3late~colored and Oregon Juncog, and thw White-
evar we crossed a small draw we would see morecrowned and Song Sparrows,

It is intoresting
to note that 22 birds per 100 acres was re-
corded for each of the funcos, Over the past
years the Oregon has out-numbered tho Slate-
colored by 4 to 1, This same relationship in
numbers has been noted by other birdors in
various arecas of the Panhandle this winter.



HOW TO ACGUIRE A LIFE 1IST:

For the person who 1s interested in Birds
(Birde are always spelt or spoken with a Cap-
1tal B by sincere Birders) and wishes to be-
come a Blrder with a LIFE LIST, but is slight-
1y hazy about the proper procedure, the fol-
lowing may prove of some valus, Having spent
many days in the fleld observing Birders, the
writer 13 convinced the following items are
indispensibles

Firats A greater interest in Birds than the
average person who notes the passage of a Bird
only if nothing more interesting such as a
cloud, a dog, or & girl in a mini-skirt is in
viow, This incressed interest willl lead the
novice to note that the Bird is elther blgger
than a crow or smallor than a sparrow and is
red all over, This will cause the beginner
to wonder abbut tho namo of the Bird and so
tay a Bird Book, .

Seconds A Bird Meld Guide, This i3 not a
book to guide the Bird from house to house,
ut is supposed to guide the Birder from an "°*
identification that is wrong to & correct
identification that can thén be entered on
one's LIFE LIST, Bird Field Guides all soem
to be about theo same size but are different
colors and are signed by different euthors,
each of whom is supposed to be the leading
Bird authority in the country, Llkewise,
sach book is supposed to hava the simplest
method of identification and/or the prettiest
piétures ever made, The writer has not opened
any of these so cannot recommend the best one,
but he can testify that all Birders carry one
or more, the number apparently depending on
whom they want to Impress, I have been un-
able to determine whether 1t iz mere impress-
ive to carry many books or Just one ~ - or
none.

Third: A pair of binooulars to hang arcund
the neck at all times, Possibly Blrders take
of f their binoculars when they go to bed or
the bathroom (this I do not know at the pre-
sent time, but I am working on the problem),
The Birder looks at Birds through blnoculars
to leam the color of the Bird's eye or tall
or other details which mast be checked in the
Bird Book,

Fourths Advanced Birders also carry a tele-
scopo that is used when the Birder is lock-
ing at shorebirds or ducks or hawks, These
are even more impresszive than binoculars,
Formerly they were always mounted on tripods,
tut in recent years the way-out crown carry
them on gun mounts and sight through them
like gun= —- which has led to embarasaing
questions by susplcious game wardens,.

Fifth: A good supply of Birds is useful,
These are hardor to come by than formerly be-
cause of lack of place to look for them, And
just driving up and down streets looking in
#rees have led ovmers of the trees to call
the police who always arrive at the wrong
time (just when a rare Bird is sighted) and
never act as though the Birder's story i1s
convineing,

The 1tem the writer bas nolticed to be most
offoctive and that provides the casiest means
of running up a good LIFE LIST is an EXFERT
BIRDER, The beginner or advanced Birder who
is able to go into the fleld with an EXPERT
BIRDER can add numerous Birds to hils LIFE
LIST easily and guickly., The E, B, knows at
a glance that the Bird flyling into a bush a
quarter mile away 15 a green-backed house

finoh, or some-such, and quickly names 1it,
The Beginner or advenced Birder immediately
agreeg with the E, B, and adds the Bird's
name on his 1IFE LIST without the trouble of
opening his book or doing more than raising
his binoeulars to his eyes. This saves wear
and tear on both book and telescope and is
mich less confusing, Several days with the
EXPERT and the beginner can begin to talk
praudly of the 150 to 250 Birds on his LIFE
LIST.

The beginner should not think that a LIFE
LIST 1= the only list of importance, The

advanced lister has a LIFE LIST of all the

Birds aeen in aich State and in each Country,
The EXFERT BIRDER has LISTS seen in one day,
or one month, or each morning between 5 and
6 a,m, on cloudy days, or any other division
of time or place that he can think of to make
the game more interesting,

varoAIW from the "FHAJAROPE",,,.{

AUTUBON WILDLIFE FIIM:

March 18th we seo "New Zealand Spring"
brought to us by Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr,
In 1953 Dr, and Mrs, Pettingill were sent to
the Falkland Islands by Walt Disney to produce
films, More recently they have traveled to
Iceland and New Zealand to film the wildlife
and other natural attractions of these coun-
tries, New Zealand is favored by a uniformly
mild climste conducive to plant life of re-
markable wmriety and uwmrdance, The £ilm
will be a fitting climax to the Fourth Seasongs
serles,

PéW ESTABLISHES SCIENTIFIC AREA;

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission set
precedent in its recent meoting when it auth-
orized the state's firat scientific area on
the confluence of the Angelina and Neches
Rivers near B, A, 3telnhagen Dam, The Parks
and Wildlife Department will manage 4,042 acres
for 25 years, The area was set aside because
of its regional uniqueness as a southern,
river-bottom swamp, Mixed hardwood speclos
in an lisclated setting make it some of the
best wilderness in East Temms,

The purpose of the area is to preserve its
unique natural features and to promote ad-
vanced research, formal education and public
interest and awareness in iis ecology, Grad-
uste level research will be encouraged on the
scientific area, Plants include besch, mag-
nolla, palmetto, hickory and elm, Soms trees
such ag hickory have never been logged, The
first limb on several large species is 50'
from the groind, The Neches-Angelina Ares
was one of the last rangez of the native
eagstern turkey, It is also the wintering
ground for large flights of waterfowl, The
area is closed to hunting, No physical de-
velopments such as roads and camping facili-
ties will be mede, Iivestock will be ex-
cluded and the emiry of vehicles will be limi
ted with locked gates,

CALENDAR; -
March 18 - Audubon Wildlife Film at the
Garden Center, 2:30 p.m,
Programs "New Zealsnd Spring"
with 01in Sewall Pettingill, Jr,
March 19 - Monthly society meeting at the
Science Bullding, WTSU, Canyon,
7Y30 p.m.
March 25 Field trip to lLake Meredith, Mect
at the Nat'l Parks HW at 2:30 p.m,
April 16 - Monthly soclety meeting,



