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FROGRAM FOR AFRIL:

ilena Ross and Thelma Fox will give our pro-
gram for April., Be sure and attend for they
will relate the events of thelr recent trip
to East Afrieca, 4llustrating their talk with
slides taken while there,

SABINAL CANYON PURCHASE:

Approximately 1280 acres of rugged Hill
Country have boen purchased by the Texas
Parks & Wildlife Department for inclusion in
the state park system. The department re~
cently obtained a contraet for a portion of
the Sabinal Canyon in Bandera and Real count-
ies, Located 43 miles north of Vanderpool on
Ranch Road 183, the new park site is 90 miles
from San Antonio and 145 miles from Austin,

The area is famous for its “lost maples", a
stand of the rare Uvalde bigtooth maple,
Wildlife is abundant in the Sabinal Canyon
park site and rare species of birds such as
the Golden-cheeked Warbler and thé Black-
eapped Vireo have bean sighted in the area,

Sabinal has been used for sheep, goa t and
cattls ranching, vut very 1ittle sgriculture,
Although a contract has been obtained for
the area, the park slte will he closed to the
public until opened by the Parks & Wildlife
Cromission, The site lends itself to very
little development and tentative recreation
opportunited ineclude sightseeing, hiking,
primitive camping and nature study,

HEWERSM

tien beocause il the Leaal has Deen walKing
about very mich in mud or mvddy wator, £s it
quite often does, then you might think 1ts
logs and feet were yellowish-brown rather than
greenish-yellow, In our area, when we do havy
water around it is usually muddy water and
there isn't mich green algas growing in it
which is too bad because the clinging algze
would help make the Least's legs and feet
appear more greenish-yellow, thus aiding ycua
greatly in agcertaining the proper color,

If you still aren't sure about committing
yourself to an identification, then you might
sneak & look at the bird's rump, If it's ~lL
white then your préblem is selved] The only
"peep” that has an all-white rump is the White-
rumped Sandpiper. A word to Ebe wise, how:
sver. When the bird is not fi7ing you will
seldom be able to see its rump, unless you
are standing directly over it, Bent sayns this
spocles 1s "Anvariably among the tamest ~nd
most confiding”, tmt I hardly think it is ro
confiding that it will permit you to st~ni
over it and look at its rump., The problem is
that when the "peeps" are on the ground the
tips of the primaries on thelr clesed wings
sxtend across the birds' rumps, thus coveing
most of that area and revealing very littlo
to the distant observer. On all the other
"peops" only the sides of thelr rumps are
white, the middle being dark, and this cun
confuse you too bacause sometimes when the
wind is blowing stoutly, which is most of the
time, it w21l ruffle the feathers on thuiw

This is the time of the year when the shore- rumps, or more cirecumspectly put, thelr wppor

birds reaturn to onr area and we are all fore-

ta3l coverts, and they will appear all whit.,

od to go back to the study of cur field guides particularly to the birder who badly needs

in an effort to relearn those species we were
£o sure we had down pat last year, Of these
numerous species nons ars more confuslng to
the beginner, or the seml-expert, than the
smaller ones that are generally referred to
a8 the "peeps", 1In the Panhandle, when we
say "peeps" we have in mind the Least, Seml-
prlmated, Baird's, Western, and White-rumped
Sandpipers,

The ideal way to ldontify sach of thoese
species is to have them all in one flock at
criz tims 30 that the differences in sizes,
colors and bill configurations can bo readily
compared and distinguished, and it wouldn't
hart a bit if the sun was shining brightly
over your shoulder and there wasn't a breath
of wind stirring, Rocognizing that these
cenditions can hardly occur simultaneously,
there are some characteristies to look for
in sach species that will ald you in correct-
1y identifying thom,

a White-rumped Sandpiper on his ysar's lish,
Porscnally, I used to get White-rumps every
year until I realized what the wind had tesn
doing, So tho best thing to do, really, is
flush the bird and then if its rump is all
whito you won't have any trouble seeing 20;
that is, if you are close encugh.

Another way you can tell a Whité-rumped
Sandpiper from the othar "peeps" is by list-
ening to its distinctive e¢all, This can bert
be summarized as a high-pitched, squeaky, di-
syllabic jeot-jeet, It very seldom says movely
jeet, or so the books say, Unless you h2d
the bird by itself, though. you couldn®’ toli
for sure, In a flock of twelve, cleven of
them might be going Jeet-jeot and only cne
saying jeet. Actually, though, its call is so
distinective that you should experience no
trouble in distinguishing it from the Len~i's
-waek threep, the Semi-palmated"s reedy Cherk.
the Baird's twittered kreet, or the Western's

The Least Sandpiper is well named for it is *i#hin cheep., The best thing to do in this

the smallest of the "peeps". One says this
tnd then rust confess that it's hard to tell
the difforence in sizes botwesn a full grown
Ieast and a thres-quarter grown Semi-palmated,
Alse, Af there 1s nothing to compare its slze
with then it might as well be called a Groeat-
er as A Least! The best thing to do in such
4 situvation is to.Zorgat about its size and
concentrate instead on the color of its legs
and feet, Since birds walk on their toes,
however, most of the eolor you ars going to
soo will be on its feob and not on Ats legs,
The Least Sandpiper is the only one that has
yellowlish, or greonish-yellow, legs and feet,
The White.rumped has yellowishe~brouwn ones and
this can be confusing if you rely golely on
leg and oot color as eriteria in ldentifica-

situation is to identify your bird first and
them 1listen closely to the call it's making,
disregarding entirely the talls of the other
"poaps" in its nelghborhood.

The Western Sandpiper is eagily ldentified
by 4its bill for it is heavier and longer
than those of the others and curves downrard
appreciably ast tho end, or distal third.
This droop at the tip is a lifewsaver m=-u
of the time, particularly if you are near
enough to the bird as not to need a scope
with which %o see it, Otherwise, viewing 1%
through a scope can produce confusion be-
cansge the heat waves that shimmer above the
water or plains makes the bills of birds ap-
pear as though they came in waving soctions,
0f course, if the last section, or distnl
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Thus far nothing has heen said about the
Baird's Sandpliper.
of our area but it presents no cutstanding
characteristics 4o aid us in its identifica-
tion, The thing we commonly look for is the
gandy or btuffy breast with dark streaks, The

codlroepn v shild

W you are: looking at a Wostern Sand-

iy preebylom s

aolved and as

tho deta the TPAS will have theds pil
field trip., Mrs. Frod Emeny has invitei us
to view the fleora and fauna of the Frying Pan
Ranch and from the accounts given by these

It iz a very commen “peep" who went on a previous field trip to that

Jocality, it will prove to be a worthwhile
event, Directions for getting there? Go -
Coulter Road intersection at 140 West, dri-s
13.2 miles, make a right turn north on »

Semi-palmiod has this too, but on the Baikd's county road and drive 33 miles,

it econtimues up the sides of the neck and in-
cludes the chesks, Sometimes 1t is behavior

that gives us clues to proper ldentifications,

Somo "peeps" ara primarily "probers" in their
manner of feeding, while some are both "probe
ers” and "snatchors", using both means of
feeding with equal relishi the Baird's is
primarily a "snatcher", It i3 mostly a sur-
face fecdar ond quite often grabs insects and
spiders on land, Ferhaps that is why it 1s
garn moro often aroand our prairle playas
than the other "peops" are, Another of its
pemliaritics ies its mannor of holding its
Gty more horlzontally when on the ground,
oo mich importance sheuld not be placed on
nis characteristie, howovelr, bocause our

A SMALL MIRACLE:

A small mirecle ocourred in the Jand this
past March, I'm sure Tom Bell of Lander,
Wyordng, would object to that statement,
however, and say there was nothing smll
about it.

The story is much too important to be =ilent
about, It revolvesz around a small tom neg=
paper whose primary concern is to aid in 1:0
struggle being wagad by 21l conservatiomi-
environmentalists, preservationists, call.
them what you will since tags seem to ba noo-
essary, in thelr efforts to preserve a +lshin~
world for all its inhabitants,

The name of the paper is HIGH COUNTRY ["FME,

‘.H.'P.

wil iz apt Lo make all the uhornbirdu £}att.en a bi-weekly publication packed full of &~ - »:

ont if theoy hope %o make any headway &gainat
it, I’ve even seen an upright bhird like a
rebin get down flat apainst the ground when
it wanted to wallt against the wind,

'1‘111'-.- different maomers of feeding can be a
iy to prepor ddentification in tho “peeps"

find accounts of the environmental plcblrrq
being faced by the people of the hich coiniry
west, problems involving the inereasing .-
velopmont of coat and shale resources, the
proliferation of miclear power stations and
the building of hugh steam-gonerated powexr

L Eoinved cut Belore, the Baird?s 1s a smtch_complexcs, the daming of rivers, the 019ﬂ~

ci' and seldom poobes. The Western is also
primriiry a snatchor btut At has a tendency to
wmio oub further dnto the witer to do its
enatoning,  The maestion here is, how far ocut
1z friher®  Tho Least s, by and large, a
anatcher al+~a, tmet it seatters more when a
group 1s feeding and when it does probe it
does so drlicoualy, being a shallow prober,
Wher not spotehing, the Werstemn s a real
piroi-2r, burying ivs bill deeply and probing
rapidly seoveral tlues and then running fore-
wared and rep~rting the action, The Semi-
palmated, now, i a half-snatcher and a half-
prober, prefoiring very soft md and inserte
ing the bill very shallowly vhien probing,
Palm:r savs: "Thoe i1l marks seem to ocour
ratlier haphasardly as compared to those of
sow2 of the doliberste-acting sandpipers",
This is very interesting and denotes sharp-
ness on the part of the obsorver, but it only
works when thore is only cne bird of one
spocios prescnt and v is feeding on virgln
greund,  Then you ean cheek the bill marks
left in the soft mud teo see whether or not it
If not, then keep watch=
ing the bird anl by bearing in mind what has
boen snid before, eventually, through a pro-
c.:ns of olimination, you will come up with
tha correct idwmtilication, Of course, if
yoa determine the bill morks were placed hap-~
lazardly, them you know the bird was s Semi-
palmited and you can congratulate yourwoelf

cn a shrewd plece. of slsuthing and go home
happy .,

ALl of the se gemz gleaned from experience
are boing given to the reader in the hopes
they will make the indentification of "peeps"
easiar. Ef you will take thiz paper with you
the noxt time you go "posp" wabching, you
ghonldn't have any troubls in ildentifying
them all, and then some,

Rt TRIP)

Marlk Svnday, April 20th, on your calendar

cutting of forests, and the slaughter of
eagles, They are sober, though®fal, analyli-
cal articlos seeking answers to conflieting
needs; nol articles to make you shout wilth

joy over the wisdom of man®s actions but caca
to make vou think clearly about what shaild
be done toward silving or preventing ablisan,

The paper carries no advertising since the
editor insists upon its complete independenne
of thought and posture, Therein 1ies mi~h
of 1ts financial problsm for it mast rely
slmost antirely on its readers's subscriptions
for its sustenance and centinuance, Its
readsrship is small, being some 2200 all 4o'd,
and it has no capmtal with which to ecariy on
a circulation campaign to inceease it, Still,
it kept going on a shoe string, striving ‘o
got its important messasge across to a malic
largely indifferent or unawa 're,

Finally, aftor a brave struggle, the en’
was announced in the March 2 issuz, T think
Tom Bell tells the story best:

"We have done cur best, It was nch goad
encigh, I am sure therse are many people out
there in this great country who wauld hovo
subscribed had they lmown about the pape:
But it is difficult, oxpensive, and tino-
consuming to reach them, We have simply run
out of rescurces,

I have been frank with all of you, ou:
readors, throughout, I will be now, My
wife and T have been hled white by the fi-
nancial drains of the paper. And it is not
ovor yet, We have put almost $30,000 in rash
Into the paper, We must still ropay $7.100
owing to a local bank, I have worked a3
editor of the paper since January 1, 1970.

I paid myself a salaxy out of my own meond

that first yoar, “n all of 1971 and 197¢q T
drew $910,97 in salary., Both Marge Higiz-
and lary Margaret Davis have drawm galnrdes
that ran between $200 and $250 & moath, 4
Turner has failthfully appeared every moimir <
and worked all day ~ for absolutely no = -

a

-----

pensatlon - aince ghe cama to work in Novamber,

W
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cerkting Lo all day,  Ohviously, wo could
hove all madn more monsy washing dishes,

Bt this was our thing, and it was a good
thing - except economically, We believed in
wist we were doing or we wouldn't have stuck
it out this long,
© ~as L lnow, nelther do any of the girls,

We tried several avenues to save the paper
in the past few months. In August, T went to
the Ford Foundation sesking a grant, It was
ta no avail, In ny report to you in October,
I said we had to have more subseriptions,
Sinece then we have galned, but not nearly
enough,

The state of tho econory and the on-coming
enorgy crisis do not bode well for a venturs:
such as HIGH COUNTEY WEWS, KIf people get in
a finaneial squesze, they have to cut back,
and they cut those items they feel to be
least necessary,

weesMiracleos can happen, It iz posszible
that one will happen between now and March

all ol the twe counties area, Pleasce cont- -t
Peggy Acord for area assignments, If you
cannot pgo afield, please count the birds a.-
raund your home and those coming in to your
feeders, Turn in the results to Peggy,

I have no regrets, and as -

BIRD NOTES
Blue-winged Teal - a very early male at
Buffalo lake on Feb, 25 (Ken Seyffert),

Chukar - 1 along the fence ‘row 2.2 miles s~
of Amarillo on Feb, 25 (Ken Seyffert),

Bohemian Waxwings (4), Evening Grosbeaks (50+),
Purple Finches %sevaml), and Cassin's Fin-hes
(a male and a female) in the Lake Tanglewoo’/
Palisades area on March 16 (Pegegy Acord and
Rita Kenney),

Long-~eared Owl (8 in one group) at Buffalo
Lake on March 18 (Ken Seyffert),

30, If not, we will quietly leave the acene,Bohemian Waxwings ~ 20 or more in town on

The miracle did happen. Those relatively
few subscribers knew a good thing when they
saw it and decided the good thing would not
fold because of lack of support, By March
30 the paper had gained 16) new subscriptions
176 individuals had contrituted $7290, an
average of $47,42 per porson, A reader had
suggested that if 1000 pecple would contri-
bute $30 each then the $30,000 need would be
met, Within less than two weeks 47 people
rssponded and the money continued coming in.
As a reader in Indiana wrotetr "If I can af-
ferd $30 for a Wyoming Non-Resident deer
pormit then I can afford $30 to help the
cansa of preserving the West that I love",
An insurance broker from Polson, Montana,
zommitted himself to $1000 over a l0-month

March 18 (Peggy Acord),

Sora and Virginia Rails, and 1 Horned Grebe -
below the dam a=t Iake Meredith on April 1

+ (TPAS field trip participants),

Whistling Swan - 3 near Dumas on Fab, 20 and
for a;.t least a week thereafter (Carolyn Stall-
witz),

Black Duck ~ 1 near Dumas this winter (Jack
Dillard with the Parks & Wildlife Dept,)

Pigeon Hawk - what appear to have been two
during the winter near Dumas (Carolom 8+ -"n
witz),

period, He and his wife look on their pledge Clask's Nuteracker, Steller"s Jay, Cassin‘s
a5 an Investment in the future and he candidifFinch - coming to feeders through first week

says American families commit themsslves to
$100 a month payments for automcbiles - why
not for a cause vhich may mean mmch more in
the long run? With tho added help of a num=
ber of state, regional and national groups,
the almost lone veoice in the Rokey Mountain
west will continue to be heard, And don't
forget Jim Hyland of San Iunis Rey, Calif,
who sent in $20, saying: "Wish it could be
more but I'm out of work right now, God Love
YC’U.,"

Tom Bell speaks: "HIGH COUNTRY NEWS is but
one small instrument of change, Tjanks to
you, our readers, it will be a viable instru-
‘.‘.‘.T".'lt. Lr#at e tr A T“r'l-.n..... e by, :‘"\J';[ tﬁﬂ‘k eJ".":“I'- A
editor that iu wueor cices ue aw8n so mmch
to so many, In no way do I look upon what I
have done as a sacrifice, T did what I did
bacause I wantced tor and because T felt it

was only right, So did my wife who stood
beside me and the staff who joined me hera,
This Good Earxrth has been most kind to me,
and so has my great comtry, I am only re-
paying a debt of pgratitunde. I now extend
that debt to all of yo, too."

Tom Bell and his staff still need your
help, The battle isn't over yet, $10 to
HIGH COUNTRY NEWS, Box X, Lander, Wyoming
82520 will bring you & very fine and brave
little newsmapor,

B IG DAY COUNT:

May & (Sunday) has been set mside for the
annual Big Day Count for Potter/Randall
countles, This is a san-up to sundown count,
b% unlike the Chrdstmas Count, it takes in

of April (Thelma Fox and Rena Ross),

0, 0, 5. MEETING

The spring meeting of the Oklahoma Ornitho-
loglcal Society will be held May 11, 12 & 13
in the beautiful Black Mesa country of the
Oklahoma panhandle, 0,0,5, members are dodi-
cated birders and they have an organization
wherein the interests of the amateur and tho
selontist are happily balanced, Detaisl of
the meeting are not yet available tut either
Peggy Acord of the Editor will be able to
supply them before the meeting takes place
should you desire to attend,

CALENDAR ¢

April 16 : Monthly society meeting at the
Garden Center, 7:30 p.m,
Program: "Bast Africa Safari"
Speakers - Rena Ross & Thelma Fox

April 29: Field trip to the Frying Pan Roncl.

May ¢ 1+ Big Day Count

May 21 ¢ Monthly society meeting,



