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PROGRAM FOR OCTORER:

Alice Allen, interpretive specialist and
park naturalist at the Sanford Reerestion
Area, Lake Meredith, will present our pro-
gram for Qetober., 5She will give a demonstra-
tlon of the art of wool spinning, This
should be of great interest to all who have
wondered how the task of spinning was carried
out in the old days,

VIENS FROM THE OTHER SIDE:

The following essays come from two of the
nation's leading or, at least, most articulate
BW5's (Bird Watchers' Spouses)., It is theought
that the member of the gentler sex of the
two was the founder of that rising group,
the BASA (Bird Watchers Spouses! Association),
having beon, possibly, the more provoked,

The organization has certainly taken wing
during the last few years, no doubt taking
heart from other like-depressed groups that
have succeeded in hocoming.liberated., This
Editor, by your leave, has no prejudice one
way or the other concerning the matter, and
wishes to prove it by helping both articles
be broadeast across the land., To further
prove to wha t lengths he s propared to go,
he never goes afleld any more with meroly
Petersen's fileld gnides tucked under his
belt, but he has also found a prominent spot
to earry Strunk & White's "Eloments of Siyle",
You can hardly ask for more than that!

THE EDITOR AND THE GRAMMARTANS

When the Prairieo Horned Lark editor re~
ceived the invitation to spend a spring
woekend with former TPAS®ers, he accepted
advisedly; for while he mew his host to be
a birdor through and through, he feared that
his hostess, though nominally a birdwatcher's
spouse, was, at heart, an English teacher,
Nevertheless, he reascncd, school doos not
keep on Saturday and Sunday, and perhaps
thare would not bo much talk of porticiples
and sentence fragments,

On the appointed dato, therefore; the edi~
tor duly arrived in St, Joseph, Missouri,
and spent a pleasant enough Friday evening
discussing the obvicus topie: birds, But
the next day Fate, in the form of a young
English professor cut for his morning walk,
intervened. The professcr, crsator of the
fictitlous Gladys Biscuit, sterectypm bird-
watcher who excitedly reports an Ivory-billed
Woodpeckar to the Audubon Society, possossed
a clinieal interest in the ways of resl-life
birders and, borrowsed binoculars in hand, he
accompanied the edltor and his friends to the
field, By late afternoon, the professor, a

Having alrcady determined to come back for
study of winter bird populations, the editor
raplied, gallantly, if ambiguously, that
nothing could keep him away,

It might seom that survival of cne day
among the Engllish teachers had earned the
editor a roprieve. But even nature conspired
against him, raining out the next afternoon's
birding. The alternate activity--touring
the local museum--rosulted, predictably, in
a8 meeting with still another grammarian on-
grossed in the display of meunted avian
spacles, The editor's long-cherished con-
viction that birds and verbs do not mix began ¥
to crumble, and ho thought favorably of a
speedy return to the Texas panhandle, whore
the open spaces vwould at lezst minimize his
chances of entanglement with an entire English
dopartmont.

++.RG (5t. Joseph, Missouri),,.

THE EVOLUTION OF A WS

Tho Ed: (bird watcher's spouse) is not a
BW (bird watcher) becanre birds never seem
to Mook 1like thoir pictures in the field
griden. In foet, the BWS found that it is
almoct an accident vhen live birds look like
those drawn by artists,

At cne time tho BWS thought about becoming
a B, Fnthasiacm siarted dwindling in direct
ratio to tine spont on the Wirst birding
trip., Viith binoeuler focused on & bird and
a mvtching picturce in the Bird Book he thought
A satdsfying ddontification had been made
EYCET] the BW pointed out the bird was not
2 "pink-rumpod whatabird" but a "black-
spe~icled cowlet" that was too young to have
black spotz and not old enough to have lost
its pink rvmp, Thiz wos his first sncounter
with changing plumiges,

Time passed and frastrotion increased as it
wis learned that nenrly all land birds change
eolex to some degroe with Age and Season, Tt
baman to be evident that Bird Guide captions
shculd include the date of birth of the bird
1dustrated, It was also obvious tha t bird
artists only cow and painted birds in their
most colorful phaise regardless of the fact
this phase only lasts a short time during the
Year. TFor a short period the budding BW
thought it would be all right to be & B
during the short time birds matched the Fiedd
Gulde pictures. But his BW instructor point-
ed out that the many birds that migrate
threugh this part of the country rarely look
Llike the book pletures end hence the noophytc
waild never be able to become a true B by
follewing this matching theory,

To complicate matters, the embryo BW, now

trifly dazed, had concluded that nrnithologicaXast changing into a full-fledged BWS, was

truth is strangsr than his own variety of
fiction., The editor, somewhat bemised him-
self, was sure that tho ways of an English
teacher--any English teacher--are past find.-
ing wat,

5ti1l1l, he remainod stoical whon his hostess
announced that hor departmeat ¢hairman had
agreed to come for dinner, The dditor was
surprised tha t tho head grammarian was a
pretty lady, Tho lady was equally astounded
when the table talk devoted itself sololy to
famous birding eplsodes starring, for the
moast part, tho editor and their host, In
parting, the prammarian hoped that the editor
might some dvy roturm for onothor visih,

informed that a very few bieds, exemplified

by ravens and jays, never change color and
that the sex of these birds eould not be de-
torimined by sight, Up to this time the btud-
ding BWS had not eonsiderod the sex of bimds
to be important -- he figured the birds had
alroady resolved that problem te their satis—
faetion and he would not have to bother with
1t. Now he was informed that the zex of birds
is important because normally the femle is
dilforontly colored and seldom resenmbles the
mxLle who is almost alwayz, but not invariably,
the more highly colored sex, This zex thing
renche1 tho brealing point when the rapidly



’
.

-‘I:'\T‘:YlDPﬁJ'JE;T, gWls ddenbtificd a fomalo “rosoe
beaked flat tail" and was informed it was not
a female but a young male and that most young
males normally look liko adult females (shades
of Women's 1ib), Thon he was told that other
young birds, as somo ogrots, are completely
different from the adults--so much so that
they are often mistaken for entirely different
spocles,

The BWS was almost fully developed on 2 trip
to the seashore, OGulls of several sizes and
shades of color wore constantly in sight, The
BW explained that during the first three years
of life gulls underge many plumage changes,
sach different than the last, With this in-
formatlion the FWS threw his binoculars in the
trunk of the car and spent the rest of the
trip digging in the sand with the children,

The BWS reached his present state when the
ducks returned, The provious spring he had
lewrned to identify three or four ducks
(males partienlarly) and was looking forward
to their return, Fall brought the ducks but
nene were recognized, When the EW identified
these three or four ducks-in o cmall flock
of eompletely non~doscript brownish ducks,
the BWS laid his binoculars aside, picked up
a paper-backed wogstorn story and henceforth
behaved as any good S shomld, di,e,; drive
the ear safely, keep hiz oye mut for any-
thing that flies so he can point it out to
the BW, and keep a large supply of interesting
beoks on hand to kill the hours he sits around
d2ll places like mountzin reads, sea-shores,
city parks, lakes and seower ponds, waiting
fer the BW,

o HIW (midland, Texas),..

BIFD NOTES:

Stnday, Sept, 23, turned out to be a day
of the greatesi excitoment for TPAS menbers
and guests on their first fleld trip of the
£fall to Puffalo Lake, Renz Ross and Peggy
Acord drew the group's attention to a small
gull that, as it flew, displryed a striking
and bold wing pattern of white, black and
brown triangles, end a forked tailed edged
in black, The bird wns ohserved carefully as
it both flew and rested on the ground, at
times within 50 yards of the observers, and
it proved boyond a doubt to be an immature
Sabine's Gull,

The Sabine's Gull "breods from the Arctic
coast south to Bristol Bay, Alaska, It mi-
grates mainly off the Paclific Coast, hut a
few (rare rather than casunl) pass through
the Great Plains, Greoat Basin, and lower
Colorade River." It is mainly an oceanic
gull, spending its summers on tho tundra.

Records of this specios in Tewas are quite
rare, Petersen lists it as acoidental for
the state, having boen reported from Corpus
Christi and Anahuac, Since publication of
his book, there have probably been a half
doren or fower sightings, We have just leamn-
ed that en Sept. 22, the day prececeding our

m cbservation, an immature Sabines Gull was
geen a2 t Dallas, Three sightings have heen
turned in from Oklahomax(2 of them supported
by collected specimens), and two from New
Mexico, On Oct, 12, 1969, Ken Seyffert spent
about an hour within 25 yards of one at Buffalo
Lake, Such a zighting by a lone birder is
not acceptable, however, as the rarity of the
species warrants confirmation by two or more
reputable birders, Besides Rena and Peggy,
others in the fortunate group woere Fern Cain,
Rita Kennoy, Charles Smith, Bill and Ginger
Holliday, Ruby McDewroll, and Ken Seyfforl,

S0 far thiz fall, wmigratien has boen apelbhor,
We have had some days of strong, northerly
winds that, possibly, salled the birds right
on over us without their stopping. A few
species have appeared in unusual numbers,
Peggy Acord and Estelle Stevens observed 28
White-faced Ibis at Buffalo Lake on 9/13,
and 15 Long-billed Curlew on a playa lake
near there on the same date, Rena Ross re-
ported a minimum of 14 Sharp-shinned Hawks
at the Palo Duro Club during the lagt week
of September plus (wmsual at any time) 2
Goshawks and a Broad-winged Hawk, She alsa
observed the latter species in her yard in
town as well as several sightings of the
Red-oved Vireo and a Philadelphia Vireo,
Our group has decided that it should start
malking field trips to Rena's back yard,
Black~bollied Plover have been unusually
common at Buffalo lake, Ken Seyffert repor-
ted 14 there on 9/22 and 16 on 9/30, AS$
the same locality he observed an immature
Little Blue Heron on 9/22,

A BANDED BLUEBIRD RECOVERY s

Jamos Dillard, wildlife bliologlist with
the Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept, in Dumas,
writes of a recovery of a banded Mountain
Bluebird during the fall of 1972, The bird
had apparently been hit by an automobile
near Stratford. Information received from
the North American Bird Banding files in
Lourel, Maryland, showed the bird had beon
banded near Edmonton, Alberte, Canada, on
June 26, 1971, When bandod, it was too
youing to £ly.

"Those who favor better roads and varicus
other enticements are no doubt honest in
thedlr professed desire to promote what they
call 'fuller use' of the wilderness and the
parks, Bul what they are encouraging is not
a fuller but a different use--incompatible
with the original one, It would hardly be
practicable to examine every wvisitor to
wilderness or reserve and to make hinm prove
that he has come for & legitimate purpose,
But it 15 porfectly possible to make the
test automatically by having the road ask
the question:'Are you willing to take a
little trouble to get theret' Thought the
proposal to prepare deliberately for such
automitic questioning will seem fantastic
to many, that is only because ours is an age

~~the very first perhaps--which has come to x

assume that "the most accessible' is always
"the bost?~-in education, art, and enter~
tiinment as well as in recreation,"

. » J0Seph Wood Kruteh,,,

CALENDAR:
Oct, 15: Monthly society meoting at the
Garden Center - 7:30 p.m,
Tople = "Spinning"
Speaker - Alice Allen
Oct, 28: Audubon Wildlife Film at the
Garden Center - 2:30 p.m,



