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4 BIRD WALK AND A FIELD TRIE:
On 3aturday, April 27, at 8:30 a,m, there
will be a bird walk in Memorial Park Cemetery.

On Sunday, April 21, at 2:30 p.m. thare
will be a field trip at Buffalo lake NWR,
Though there is no water in the lako at this
time, we should pick up some waterfowl on the
stream below the dam along with migrants of
other species in the wooded areas,

COOPER'S v, GOSHAWK:

The following article is from Birding, the
publication of the American Birding Assoc,,
which offers aids in identifying the Cooper's
Hawk and the Goshawk

Plumage
Adultst no problems,
Limztures: very similar, Immature Goshawks
have a white mark over and behind the eye as
in the field puides, There has been some

there is no consonsus yet,

Sharp-shinned Hawks and Goshawks are caid 1.0

hold their wings in such a way that the l.-2.
ing edge from the body to the wrist angies
slightly forward, Consequently, the head 1%
in a shallow "V" created by the winga, A=
result, the birds appear small headed. Ths
Coopor’s Hawk. on the other hand, holds the
entire wing at right angles to the body, mik-
ing the hoad appear longer, Mnother result co
the wing arrangement is that the wings of the
Sharp-rhinned Hawk and Goshawk ars said to
taper slightly (at least) from wrist to wing
tip while in the Cooper's Hawk, the wings ric.
1f anything, broader towards the tip.

BEHAVIOR

Cooper's Hawk (at least when migrating at
90 degreos to the wind) use their long tails

Goostion whether this mark 1s conspicucus in 25 rudders, twisting them frequently to min-

2il immature Goshawks, Fritz Scheider (NY)

tain balianca,

Geshawks, due to their bulk rnd

£2y8 that he has never seen an immature Goshawkower, tend to plowgh through the air,

withoul a white eye stripe, Thiz comment is
brzad on spring obssrvatimns at Derby Hill on
ke Ontario. He does not claim that his
commonts apply equally to fall birds with
five to #ix months less feathor wear,
fnyder (PR) comments that some imature
Cooper's Hawks have fairly whitish marks
cvar the eye and, at least gecasionally,
arpreach the Goshawk in this character,
the comments that dealt with the eye stripe
question were of the same naturs,

Another mark that appoars as though it
might be of use 1s the extent and intensity

feathering, In Goshawks (20 fall immeture
birds, both sexes, from Minnesota, Michigan

flicht are noeded,

= bl e e

There ars not hard and fast fisld mrks,

Helen The whits eye stripe mayv not be disagnostin,
In &ny event, it is dif
distance,
lower belly and 1o

All but 3t neods furth

o

and people with access to hawk-watohes whare

the o spocies can be soen ar
attention to this character and the behavior
of the streaking on the lower belly and leg that resul

Tleult to see at any

The amount of dark streaking on the
£5 miy turn out to be useful.
er verificration, The ~lawa-
7 the twe specles are probably the best mul:

e urged to pav

ts from it. FPhotographs of birds 5n

and Western Ontario), these areas are always HAVE YOU EVER SEMN THE ORANGE ON THE CROWN o7

boldly marked with heavy black streaks,
immature Cooper's Hawks (25, mostly fall

birds, in Western Ontario) had little if any 21 ry years of
streaking in this area and what streaking didthe

exist wag thin and relatively indistinect, kA ¢nce,
specles could this be that looks like an Orange--
crowzed Warbler but has an orange crown?” Nood.

lecs to say, this thou
the erissum, The Goshawk is said to have a fool knows that it wou
erovned Werblor without reason!
bt the degree to which this character can bet

fow birds had some large streaks, but these
wera rusty and not black,
The final plumags character mentioned was

mach larger erissum than the Cooper's Hawk,

uced to separate the two species is uncertainyith an ob
Both specles can fluff cut thelr erissums to wsed

an astounding degree whilo displaying, mak-
ing the use of this field mark even more
tricky. Paul Buckley (NY) considers the ex-
tont of the erissum ™isually reliable" in
ceparating Goshawks from Cooper's Hawks,
Fritz Scheider considers this mark "useless",
Obviously, when two oxcellent field birders
disagree to such an extent, the Jury must be
considered "out" on the question,

SHAPHR

General shape: Goshawks aro bulky ard Coop-
er's Hawks are slender, Goshawks have a
relatively (and in semo cases, absolutely)
shorter tail than the Cooper’'s Hawk,
Head-wing position: There has long been a
dizeussion of the relative position of the
head and wings in the three aceipiters, A
number of people think that the differencaes

bend of the wing.

bird

Most AN ORANGE-CRWNED WATRBLER?

If ro: have, IP11 bat nat many times, TIn

birding I can recall seeling

orango crown cloarly and distinely only
When T osaw 4t, I said to mysolf, "Whati

ght. was nonsense for any
1dn't be ealled an Orange--
Both Petor-

2 bird guiders
Vious orange patch on its erown, 1L
%o believe they did this only because

they would think other poope would consider
then to be poor artists if they didn't have
enourh sense to put an orange patch whara it
woenld logieally appear if an Orange-crowned
Warbler really lived up to its name, regard-
less of vhether or not thoy had ever seen 2%
there en a live bird, They just decided ‘o
play it safe and put an orange cerown on an
Orango-crowned Warbler, It's that simple!

I can understand this,

I weould probabiy kv
done the same thing under the clrcumsiances
myrself,

It doesn't hurt to try to get along,
What T don't understand, though, is why taey
didn’t show the dingy white, or pale yellow,
patch that ean often be seen at the base of
the bilrd's secondaries, This shows up as &
rather thin strip right along,or near, the
This feature is one T ko
stumbling acrcss as T closely scrutinise +h

'en and Singer portray it in the!

ep
=3
in the hope of seeling its orange crowm,

are distinct and usable, Their opinions are,It ccoms to mo that thiz second charactepri 't~
"2el, worth reponting, Bear in mind thet 12 mich more ¢Svicus than the complete abr-n-~a



L, oL o ]

) : dopictien
of ‘L‘m -«prm: 7. }‘Vnn thrmrrh it a1l
that obvious, obill, it's certainly mone so
than a missing orange crown, 1L realize that
I oresld be sasing fhinzs mysesif at least
1 am zeaing somelhing that T discovered on

my own and nob smmething that somecne told

me ought to be thers il scldom is,

The only way out of this delimma that I can
seo is to call the bird something else, That
appears Lo be a common practise these days
and I really don't ses anything badly wrong
with it, After all, wo do it every day whon
it eomes to flowers, Arcund hera, we call
Iiatris panctata the "Blazing Star", Five
hundred miles from here the natives may very
well call an entiroly different species of
flower "Blazing Star", Fair encvugh! To each
hiz own. As long as we don't fool around
with the zelientific names we ocught to have
the freedom to call a bird by a more appro-
priate or sabisfylng name than 1t has here-
tofers baen enlled,

Dat what to call the Orange~crowmed Warblert
I w0 baon digeping through soms ancient bird
bosls bo dizcovor what the old timers may
hmr» exlled it, the idea bhelng to resurrect
*ﬂo if it sounded good enough, T finally

t to Pearson®s Birds of Ameriea (1917). I

1“n““‘ he tﬂth help because under his des-
cripticons he always has a catagory "Other
Feowas®, Undsi Oionge-crowned W1rblar he
o : "Other Hams,»-~0range--crowm" Big
¢ xal? Whoopee: That's ducking the problem,
or fure, Remardless of wy hurt feelings,
tazaph, I kepl on reading and finally found
the solutien to the problom. Both he and
Bent g0y the westomn verielty of the Orange-
cpevmed Warblor was Mnevm as the Iatescent
tarblor., I like that, T'm not sure what
Intescont moansg, but I g81ll like it, T
think it has something to do with the word
'yellﬂw If so0, It's oven more appropriate

: the Verw¢v01“ cel ven thet moves ihzonzh
oui area very often has a yollowish appear-
an2o, Sometimes, though. it appears rather
priy. In that casa, wa could always call it
the pnen-Intescent Warbler, There's more
hian one way to plack a feather|

Dear Raader, correct me if I err, (KDS)
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NEWS FROM AULUBON:

The joint private-state-federal program to
tep raphor eloctrocution from power lines,
on whieh Naticnal Avdubon has been working
sinca 1972, has been moving ahead, though
thore is still a long way te go, The U, 5,
Burcau of Sport Fishericz and wWildlife re-
perts that many power companies are showing
cooperation in removing or modifying offend-
ing power lines or poles, even though there
are still several cises where the companies
are reluctant to do thelr part., However,
s*ndies conducted by the Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife, with an annual survey
made each year, prove that death by power
lines has been a real problem thoughout the
Uhited States for golden ecaples particularly,
but also for bald eagles and a number of
sprcios of hawks, and the groat horned owl,
Though only a small segmont of the millions
of miles of distribution lines can be checked
and impooved, this is one of the causes of
raptor losses that can most eacily be dealt
with and progress is heing made,

THE 0L CRISGTL WAL o
ABRCUT TuE WOUVTHROMNMENT
Conservation

Faclt PVERY OR b Boms et
that {rom
November to January, when the so-calleod
energy orisis was at its worst, onvironmental
erganizations reported a major gain in mem-
barship. Hational Audubon's mombership

rose by almost 30% over last year, tho big-
goest 90-day jump in its history.

laadars poinl. out.

BIRD NOTES:

Pogpy Acord, Esther Waddill and Mary Glenn
mado a trip to the Canadlan/lake Marvin arca
on April 6 & 7, primarily to observe the
Lesser Prairie Chickens perform on their
booming grounds. They reported a very suc-
cesful trip with 2 coupls of dozen chickens
observed at close quarters as they went thru
their courting rituals, To top of the day,
thoy saw 8 adult Black-crowned Night Herons,
18 Long-billed Curlew, a Wood Duck, 30-35
White-faced Ibis, numberous Turkeys, and
their first Scissor-~tails, Lark, Vesper and
Cassin's Sparrows of the year, plus a number
of Barn Swallows, On the same day, Kenneth
Seyffert reported 3 kong-eared Owls, Cooper's
and Sharp-shinned Hawks, Chipping Sparrwws,
many Vesper Sparrows, Turkey Vultures, a
Rough~winged Swallow and numerous Say's
Phosbes a t Buffalo Lake,

CALENDAR 1

April. 15: Monthly society meeting at the
Garden Center - 7:30 p.m,

April 21: Field trip to Buffalo lake - 2130
p.m. — Meet at refuge entrance,

April 27: Birdwalk in Memorial Park Cemctory.



