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PhJGRAM FOR NOVEMBER: SCHEIULE OF CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT DATES:
Sup ¢, William E, Dyer of tho Sanford Re- Daee, 15 - Palo Duro Canyont meeot at Park on-
croation Area will prosont a Dept, of tho tranco at 8:00 a,m,
Interior film on "Proposcd Wilderness Areas Dee, 17 - Black Mesa, Okla.: contact either
in Alaska” at our Novomber meeting. Kenneth Seyffort or Peggy Acord if
you can partlcipate, This count
CHRISTMAS COUNT TIME: will only be mado if a suffieiant
Elsowhere in this Nowslottor is a list of number of poople indicate an into-
the Christmas Bird Counts that will be made rest, A meeting place will be ar-
in our ares this yoar, Wo urge ovoryono who ranged later,
can to partiZipate, This iz an exeiting, Dec, 20 - Arnett, Okla,: meet at restaurant
though exhausting, tlme for Wirdors who astrive next to Circle C Motor Lodgo (east
to find and identify evory species of bird end of town) at 7:00 a.m,
within a specificd aroa 15 miles in diameter, Dec, 22 - Lake Meredith(east): meet at Park
To cover such a large arca adequately, it is hoadquartors in Friteh (419 Broad-
necessary to have a minimm of ten poople way) at 7:00 a,m, NOTE: Park hoad-
working it, It is hard to find that many quarters have moved to Fritch,
people in our arez who will turn out. Can Doc, 29 = Lake Merodith(west): meot at Park
you imagine 260 pecople showing up, as happen- headgquarters in Fritoh at 7100 a.nm,
od last year on the Qakland, Calif. count?
What would you do with that many? In our BIRD NOTES:

wide open country, I suppose you could sta~  COMMON LOON - 1 at Lake Vinecnt, Ellis Co,,
tion each party within signaling or shouting Okla, 10/17 (Kennoth Seyffert).
distance of one anothoriy thon, if a bird .
flew by that the frst party covldn®t identi- WESTERN GREEE - 1 at Lake Marvin, Hemphill Co,
fy, thoy could point and yell to the noxt 10/14 (K5), and 1 at Lake McClellan, Gray Co.
party in line to be on the alert, hoping that 10/25 (KS).
1he seccnd party woald have better luck with :
it. By -the timo {he bird had passed by a WHITE PELICAN - 16 at lake Meredith, Pottor
dozen marbies a eontonmus ¢ould be arrived Co, 10/10 (Fern Cain); 1 still presont 11/3
at and a collectlve identification hazarded, (K8),
Thiy sands to me like a fool proof system
ad chould silence any hardeto-got-along - DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT: 2 at Lake Tanglo-
wrth Editor, shovld ho or ghe bo skeptical wood, Randall Co, 10/27 (Peggy Acord - first
st yol really did coe a Whooping Crane fly reported from our area in several years),
ovar,

Sc.lously, thaigh, it 1s necesszary *hat a  CATTLE EGRET - 1 noar Leko Tanglowood, Randall
birdcr be prepired o support his observations Co, 10/13 (Pegegy Acord),
with dotzilod notos should thoe compiler ro--
quoct them, Sizhtings of zpotics out of WOOD DUCK - 17 at Lake Marvin, Hemphill Co,
their normal winlering range cannot be ace 10/14 (KS - 10 males and 7 females = largest
copted just because you sy you s34 it, You  concentration of this species reported from
mst convineoe tho compiler with your ovidones,the northorn PBanhandle),
and it is to heped that an upnsual specioes
will have been seen by more tlan one porson, RING-NECKED IUCK - 400+ at Lake MeClellan,
The following from Tho Spoonbill, Houston Gray Co. 10/25 (XS - an umasually high numbor),
Outdoor Nature Clnb i3 sound advice:

“The first steps in Bird Watching are to SWAINSON'S HARK - 1000 to 1200 passed ovor
identiry the Bird in the field and to loarn  Lake Meredith, Hutchinson Co, 10/9 and 10
to koep good field notes, Rogor Tory Petor- (Fern Cain - cbservation sach day limlto d to
son gives these tips on the subjoct: 1% hours),
"W" - Whero and whens locality and dato,

“H" - Habitat: is it in tho woods, march or  OSPREY ~ 1 still present at Lako Tanglewood,

moadow? Randall Co, thru 10/2?7 (Pegay Acord), L still
“I" -~ Impressions: what does tho Bird look present at Lake Meredith, Hutchinson Co.,
like at rest, in motion? thru first week of November (Park personnel},
"C" -« Comparlson: what size i3 it in compari-
gon Lo well-known Birds? PEREGRINCFALCON - 1 immaturo at Tho Elysian
"H" ~ Habitss how does the Bird bohave, feed, Fields, Randall Co, 11/2 (Bill & Ginger Hpl~
mave, fly? liday - careful notes takon as it stooped
"I" - Identification: idontifying fleld marks; ropeatedly at large flock of longspurs/pipits,
diagnostic barsy patches, eota, Careful. attontion glven to dark streakings on
"S" « Soundss llsten to the Bird, write down undersides, faco mask, and lack of dark wing
your improssions, axillars),
"I" - Important details: sizo, shapo, color ,
of legs, feet, bill, oyes, VIRGINIA RAIL ~ 2 at lake Meredith, Hutchin-

7% - Taily tail and wings, chape, longth son Co, 11/3 (X8),
and pattern.

COMMON SNIPE - 13 in onoe flock at The Elysian
On keoping field notes, R, T. P, says "DO IT Fields, Randall Co, 10/26 (KS),

“bB"* - Distanco: how far away is tho Birdi BONAFARTES GULL - 1 at Lako Moredith, Pottor

"Oo" - Optics: what kind of Linoeular andfor Co, 10/24 (K5), and 2 at The Elysian Fields,
scopel Commonts on lighting, Randall Co, 10/26 (KS).

I"Y - Instant; how long did you see the Bird?

YT . Toam: lict namoz of observoere.



Tl OWL ~ 1 at Buffalo Lake NWR, Randall Co, raphy, so I hurriedly tock o fow shots, Whin
9/1 and 15, and 1 in Amarillo, Potter Co, 9f27 the bird 58411 did not £1y I took a litilc
(K8)s 1 at Buffalo lake 10/19 (KS and Chip more time and set up my tripod, Then, I ro
Elliott - all observations of this speclos alizod that the bird was squawking continu -
caauld bo reported as it is one the Blue List),ously and locking up into the sky, Cut of
the blue, another Osprey camo swoopling down,
10 EARED OWL - 1 in Ellwood Park, Potter Co, straught at him, Thero was no doubt of iis
10/21 (Armon Mays - bird boing mobbod by Blue destination. As 1t neared, the first ono
Joys), and 1 near Panhandle, Carson Co, 11/3 stood up, lifted its wings high. flapping
(Rona Ross), them up and down oxecitedly as it literally
was shooed off its perch. It flew after the
PGOR-WIIL ~ 5 in Amarillo, Potter Co. 10/13  other but seemed not to know what was intend-
(Bill & Ginger Holliday - an unusuallyhigh ad and roturned immediately to its former
numbor to be scen at onec time), ‘ positicn on tho limb, The other flow wildly
through the air and disappearcd acrozs the
RED- BELLIED WOODPECKER - 2 in McBride Canyon, ¢rock out of sight, By this time, I realincd

Potter Co. 10/24 (X5). this must be a mother and hor young, although
‘ I could not see any difference in sizes,
COMMON RAVEN - 2 approx. two miles south of The young one was not to bo allowed to =it

Mastorson, Potter Co, 10/24 (K5 - ocbscrved at thore, howevor, Within minutes, the parent
longth as thoy fod on carrion on highway and appeared the second timo, this timeo both

perched on fenco; also heard calling), birds squawking loudly, T managed to get a
photo of the young one just beforc the mother
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH -~ L in Amarillo, scared it off the limb, I% was in a defen-
Pottor Co, 10/18 (Bill & Ginger Holliday - sive positi on as it lifted thoso Wig wing:
first roportod sighting of this spocies in up and back, beak wide open, eyos foarful
‘sevoral years). _ and hackles raised, This time, the mothor

had herx way as sho tried to protect the young
WIiNTER WREN - 1 at Lake HeClellan, Gray Co, one from mo, Tt followed her across the
10/25 (KS - ohsorved at length as it secolded ereek, ovor the trees, and out of sight.
thae observer), I did not want to keop them fearful and np-
set any longer with my presence, in case tiw
wrimyny BIUEBIRD ~ soveral in Amarillo, Potter wanted to roturn, so I left, thinking what
Co. 10/24 (Bill & Gingor Holliday), and seve- an unusual sight I had just witnessed,
+41 ot sars place around the samo time ( R, .+, Roberta Currio,,..
L. Dimoons). ‘
SWAINSON 'S HAWK MIGRATION:
BLA{~THROATED BLUE WARBLER - 1 female in We saw them on two consecutive days aroind
faarillo, Potter Co, 10/12 (Poggy Acord); 1 noon, October 9 and 10, Tho weather was
mle in Amarillo, Randall Co, 10/19 (Bill &  warm (70° F,) and still (winds not over 10
Gunger Holliday), m,p.h,}, They camo dircetly from the north,
erossing tho Canadian River below the area ol
BIACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER: 4 at Buffalo the dam, and flew directly to the south,
Laly FWR, Randall Co, 10/19 (¥S); 1 at Lake After crossing the river, a great numbor of
MzClellan, Gray Co, 10/25 (K5}, them seemod to be spiraling upward to catch
wind drafts, Thoro would be a group of 25
BAY.BREASTED WARBLER ~ 1 in Amarillo, Potter to 30 go ovor followd by stragglors, and then
Co,. 10/18 (Bill & Ginger Holliday); 1 at you could look baeck over to the horizon and
evma locality 10/20 (¥s), seo another large group coming into view, Ue
saw onc group of at least a hundred and an-
PNE WARBLER - 1 in Amarillo, Pottor Co,10/18 other with as many as 75. These came over
(Bill & Ginger Holliday) ~ kopt undor obser- for at least an hour and a half on both duys.
vation for about thirty minutes - good field A eold front came into the Panhandle tho noxt

notes taken of plumage, including lack of day {Friday), and we surmised that the hauvls
yellow rump). Third reported sighting from  woere traveling ahead of the cold front. It
the nerthoem Panhbandlo, was very interesting to me to note that thers

were a nupbor of very dark hawks in those
EASTEFN MEADOWIARK ~ 1 singing below tho dam  groups ~ prosumably the dark phase, From
at lake Merodith, Hutchinson Co, 11/3 (KS -~ 1000 to 1200 wers scon for both days,

west of its normal range), .. Forn Cain....

A VERY UNUSUAL OBSERVATION : CALENDAR:

Septembor 20 - I had observed threo Ospreys  Nov, 18 - Monthly socicty meeting at tho

in our ~onyon arca (bolow the dam at lake Garden Center - 7:30 p.m.
Tanglowood, Randall Co.) for at least threo Program .- "Proposed Wilderness Lo
woaks prior to this date, fishing along the in Alaska"

creck, Thoy perchod in the big cottonwood : Speakcer - William E, Dyor

treos that line thec banks and fished from
thoir topmost branches, diving down to secure
4 fish and then back to the branch to eat it,
On this date I noticed an Osproy sitting
high up in a tree, It did not sit quietly as
thoy usually did, but squawked every fow
coconds and secmed norveas, Since 1 was
wilking with no particular care or caution,
I was amized that 4t did not fly as T approach-
od the troe. Always beforo, at ny approach
tho Ospreys would tako off immediately, This
caomed a proad apporbanily o de some photop-



