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SCHEIULE OF CHRISTMAS BIRD CCUNTS:

Dec. 15 =« Palo Daro Canyon: moat at Park en-
trance at 8:00 a.nm,
Dec, 17 - Black Mosa, Okla.: moct at tho Long-

horn Motol in Boise Clty tho eve-
ning before count day, The count
arca is about 30 miles from town,
so woe will have to leave oarly in
order to begin the caunt by 7:3C.
Bring your lunch.

Arnett, Okla,s meot at rostaurant
noxt to Cirele C Motor Lodge (oast
end of town) at 7:00 a,.m. ‘
Lako Morodith(cast): moot at Park
hoadquartors in Friteh {419 Broad-
way) at 7100 a.m. NOTE:r Park hoad-
quartors havo moved to Froltch,
Lake Morodith(wost): moot at Park
hoadquartors in Friteh at 7:00 a.n,
Buffalo Lako National Wildlifo
Refuge: moot at rofuge headquartors
at 8:00 a.m,
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THE RED FLAG IS UPI:

Tho following poom by our Poct laurocate,
the lady Galloway (Ruth) of St, Joseph (Mo.)
roquires a2 fow words of oxplanation, Those
of you who recoivod Lho Chyistmas Bird Count
izsue of Ameriran Birds noted, perhaps, that
many specios submitted by tho compilers of
the counts in Arkansas, Louisiana and Okla-
homa were disalloved by tho roegional editoer,
Vr. Joter, Tho Amott count, in partlcular,
was roughly handled whon two of its hard-
earned species, tho Virginis Rail and tho
Long-billed Maish Wren, were deleted becauso
of the lack of sapporiing details, this des«
pito the fact th i both species had boea re-
ported on several of tho previcas comts and
had been accepted without question. In his
introduction to tho counls, Mr. Axbib, Editor
of Amepican Biric, eommenaai Mr, Jotor on
haing “tough‘ in the editing of his counts.
This scems a rathor peculiar attribute to
encourage in an oditor: we would profer o
see it roplacod with "good Judgomont". Any-
one can bo "tough", Lot this be a warning,
hawover, for future countz, Be prepared to
submit coplous notos on any specics for which
the compller miy request them,; even those
spocias your field oxporiences have shown to
be not vncommon in your area, We want every
spocies we see to go into the records, Er-
ronecus counts are publishad as well by de-
leting authentic spocies as by allowing in-
suthentic cnes to appoar,

A BIRIWATCHER'S STOUSE TAKES ON THE EDITOR
OF AMERICAN BIRDS

Mr. Jotor, you'ra a fink,

We roally saw those birxds--wo think,
So pat right back into your book
The wron and rail you crmaelly tock,

S5ir, you mst lmow wo do our best

To count the birds herae in the West,
Wo go afar into tho ficld

To see what lakes and pashires yield.

(ur birdors are the bozl of men,
No daabtful spoclos get by thom,
If now and then wo give surpriso.
Tt’s not the fault of faulty eres

But simply means we’re wide awake,
And mach -of this iz for your sake!l
S0 come ono, Sir, admit your error,
Retract your charge--or live in berror
S aa owemth
of a birdwatcher's spouse,

BALD FAGLE WATCH:

The following request for asgsistanco in
gainirg knowledge of the movements of Bald
BEagles should be of interest to birders in
the northerm Panhandle. It is quite possible
for some of these marked birds to appear In
our area, and we need to be on the alert lor
them, BRemember, however, that since nest-
lings were color-marked, the birds ymu will

" be looking for will be immatures; they will

not yet have attained their white heads and
tails:

"We have put red, green and yellow vinyl
wing markers on nestling Bald Eagles in north-
orn Saskatchewan, FEach eagle has a differ-
ent color combination so that it can be re-
sognized individually, Some wings have only
one markor while others have two,

"Wo expoct these birds to migrate south ‘n
late October or early Noverber, moving throg-
gh the Canadian prairie provinces and then
into the United States, They my go as iax
south 25 Texas or my winter in more northem
states, In the spring they will move north-
ward again, reaching the southern Canadian
prairie provinces in late March or early April,
Our knowledge of this movenent is at precont
sketchy but we hope to be able to learn much
more about it.

"If you see any of these birds please write
to eithor: Jon Gorrard, 954 15th Ave,., 5.E.,
Minneapolis, Minn, 5544, or Doag Whitfiold,
Boteny Dept., University ol Alberta, Edmonton,
Alberta, Carada, or el collect to Jon Ger-

rard at 1-612—331~673 R

"Thanks to enthuciacstic reporting last fall:
and winter, wo were able to learn a substan-
tial amcunt about the neroronts of Saskatch- -
wyan Bald Eaglos after they leave their nests,
Our wing marked eagles wore seen in southem
Sacgkaichewan, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, Misscuri and Wyoming, In addition,
one of the eagles was coon thls summor near
whoro it had beon marked the previous year,

W hope this ye ar will be as successful.
When reporting sightings, please inelude the
date, tims of day, location, and the sequenco
of the markers on the wings, Use right or
loft wing, referring to the eagle's right or
left wing, If you noted specific details of
the plumage or the behaviour of the wing-
marked eagles, we would also be intorosted in
this information,"

VOLUNTEERS ON COAST SEE MORE PERBGRINES THIS
YEAR,

"Volunteers for a Peregrine Faleon survoey
organizod by the Texms Parks and Wildlife
Dopartmont reported a significent increase in
falcen sightings this year, The 73 volunteors
loggod almont 2,000 ndlss on Texas beached
batweon Sopt, 25 and 0ot 25 and saw appresxcl-
mately B40 birds compared to 380 birds for
the same poriod last yoar. Purpose of the
survey is to dotermine thz status of the pere-
grine, BEach yoar's sightings will be comparod
with the last to #ee if prregrine numbers are
declining, inereasing or remining the sane,



"Parks and Wildlife Department blologists
said approxirntoly 400 of tho birds spotted
this yoar worc on Padre Island, Matagorda
Tsland cbservors saw 120 birds, and the rest
of tho faleons wore spotted on High Island,
Last year most of the birds were seon on
Matagorda Island, Biologists also banded
and color-marked 47 peregrines including one
adult male on tho Texas coast, They say
this iz the first time thoy’ve been able to
trap sn adult mle there. The majority of
birds trapped and bandod cach year are im-
mature femalos,

"One of the nation's foremost suthoritles
on peregrines, Dr, James Endorson of Colo-
rado College in Coloradp Springs, cooperated
with department biologists in attaching
padio transmitters to four peregrines, They
woro able to follow tho birds with airplanos
to deteormine how they spent thelr time #n
the Texas coact, Throc of tho peregrines
gsoemed in no hurry to continue thelir trip
south., It is belioved that since the trans-
mitters wore attachod to- peregrines toward
the end of their migratory scason, tho birds
boing trackod were some which spend thoir
winters on the Texas coast instead of South
America, Departmont bilologlsts say the tiny
transmitters woro attached to the center
tail feathers of tho poregrines, The birds
will shed theso feathers in a fow weeks

Lesser Goldfinch - One male in the Palo Duro
Canyon, Randall Co,, 12/8 (K3 - calling bird
cbserved at. 10 yards digtance ~ first re-
ported winter sighting),

Fox Sparrow - Two in the Falo Duro Canyon,
Randall Co., 12/1 and 8 (KS),

CALENDAR: ‘
Jan, 20 - Anmual dinner of tho TPAS at the
Garden Contor, 6430 a.m, Eleotion

of cofficers,

" during molting and will loso the transmitters,

"Concorn over the status of the peregrine
has risen tremendously in rocent yoars be-
cause of evidence of population declines,
These declines my be at least partially
attributasblo to concentrations of pesti-
cide “esidues and/or motabolites in body
tissues of faloms,

*Information compiled so far indicates no

drastic changos in faleon numbers since 1964,"

BIRD NOTES:
Hooded Murgonior ~ Two at Duniven Lake in
Amariiio, Polter Co., 12/2 (Rena Ross).

Shorebirds - foveral hundred on a playa
soeih of Amariilo, Randall Co,, 11/22 (Pegey
Aeord and Rena Ross = vory late date for
such a large concentration of "peeps"),

Humrnebirds - Two at tho Joe Ross residence,
2600 Travia St Amarillo, Pottor Co., 114
12 & 13 {filn itena Rose « very late dates),
The birds woro coming in to hummingblrd
feeders,

Red-headed Vioodpecker - One immature in
Amarillo, Randatl Co., 11/9 (George and Rena
Ross - cne cof the few November sightings of
this sparies in car area),



