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Mgy PROGRAM:
:The Texas Panhandle Audubon Soclioty will
mpot at the Amarillo Ga rden Center 6n Monday
night, May 16, at 7i30, Following the sug-
gestion at the April mooting that cover is
tho most important item fo attract birds, tho
program this month will bo on "Shrubs to
Plant to Attract Birds"j the discussion will
be led by Mr, Walter Hill, recontly retired
from many years as Managor of Sears' Garden
Shop., Each momber is askod to bring a = branch
from any shrub in their yard which seems to
attract birds, Thore will be a time for
"show and tell" firom tho members of thelr ox-
periences with the shrubs,
“In addition, thore will be reports from
the mombers who recently attended tho Spring
meeting of the Texas Ornithological Soclety
at McAllen, and which honored the illustrious
bird artist, Roger Tory Poterson,
" President Nancy Elliott invites anyone who
is interested in attracting birds to their
yard to attend the mocting,

NEW CHECK LIST IS (UTh

"Our latest (3rd Edition) of the Field Check
List of the Birds of Potter and Randall
C%unties, Toxas, 1is now back from the print-
er and is avallablo to mecmbers and other in-
torested parties, At tho Board Meeting of
the TPAS, it was voted to charge 25 for oach
card, Coples may bo purchased at the May
moeting or can bo obtaincd from Kenneth Sey-
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White~faced Ibis - ono seen at Weatherly
Lake near Borger on April 29 by Fern Cain,

Ovenbird - one seen at Weatherly lLake near
Borger on April 29 by Fern Cain, Onoc found
doad on her driveway in town by Esther Wad-
dill on May 1,

Indigo Bunting - Nanoy Elliott observed one
at her home near Canyon on May 1,

Rock Wren - a pair were cbsorved nost-build-
ing at Bugbeeo, lake Meredith, by Fern Cain
on May 1, The birds were scen bringing
nesting materials, ineluding red shale, and
placing them in front of a crovico,

Grey-choocked Thrush -~ Esther Waddill and
two former hmembers of the SPAS who now livo
in Aurora, Colorado, Kon and Katherine

Whipplo, saw one at the Palo Duro Club on
May 1,

Whito-oyed Vireo - one was heard singing and
obsorved by Peggy Acord at Lake Tanglewood
on May 1, Our new Check Iist is no soonor
issued than a new specles needs to bo addod!
It is such a sighting as this that needs to
be documented,

Rose~-breasted Grosbeak « one fomle seen in
town by Pegey Acord on May 2,
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Please send a solf-addrosscd stamped onvelope
along with your monoy,

. The Chock List is a 10-page folder printed
én stout paper and is 4" x 74", It names
355 species that have beon observed in the
two county area, including 16 hypothoticals,
Abundance during each of the four seasons,
along with nesting status, arc shown., We
think you will find this as handsome a check
1ist as any put out as woll as one that 1is
packed with information on the birds of our
area,

: We ask everyone to be sure and report
spocies you have socn that fall under the
"5, "6" and "H" catogorios, These covor
species that are Irrogular in occurrence
(not secn every yoar but may occur in num-
bers), Accidental (5 rocords or less), and
Hypothotical (neithor documented nor soon at
any ono time by 2 or more compeotent observers)
It is to hoped further that careful documon-
tation will be made by tho observer of specles
in the Accidental and Hypothotical catogor-
jos, Thesc documentations can be kept on
file for those who como aftor us to review
and consider, If onough poople will keep
records of the species thoy soe, olthar
daily or when they go on ficld trips, then
when it comes time to issuo tho Lth edition
of tho Check List it will sot forth more
dccurately the status of tho birds of our
aresa,

BIRD NOTES:

Osproy - ono at Lake Tanglowood as roported
by Roberta Currie on April 9, 10, and 11,

Groen-tailed Towhoo = ono reported near the
Elliotts home ne ar Canyon on April 27 and
May 4, Ken Seyffert saw one at Buffalo Lake
WWR on April 30,

pairs at a martin house in Opportunity Contor,
Borger, on May 3, This is possibly as far
west in the Panhandlo that thls speeles has
been seen nesting,

Blackpoll Warbler ~ one at Weatherly Lake
near Borger on May 5 by Fern Cain,

A JOURNEY DOWN SCGUTH

This was a sight-seeing trip and all the
birds I saw wore just "gravy"., Wo had plane
ned to join the Prudential line's "Santa
Marianna" at Rio de Janeiro on April 2nd,

The "Santa Marianna" is a cargo ship whieh
can accommodate one hundred passengors, Wo
docided to visit Trinidad and Tobago and
Brasilia before we joined the ship, It was
the dry soason in Trinidad, We could see
fires burning on the mountain side from cur
hotel, It was one of tho dryest "dry seasons"
on rocord, Still, the birding was good on
the hotel grounds and our trips around tho
two islands., I saw 49 spoclies - 9 Lifers,

T also saw a group of happy birders which gavo
mo a pang of envy,

Brasilia, the new capital city of Brazll,
was our next stop. It is a planned eity only
20 years old but already it has a population
of over 600,000 people, It is situated on a
plateau with an altitude about like Amarillio's,
The native trees are scrubby about the size
of post oak, But the city has been plantoed
in African Tullp trees, which were a mass of
rod flowers, and all the government buildings
are beautifully landscaped., A bird note
from Baasilia - in thelr main park was a
Pigeion tower about 30 fest high with nest-
ing or roosting areas all the way up it,

The harbor of Rio de Janeiro, and the eity
itsolf, are as beautiful as the travel post-
ors claim, Our hotel was on Copacabana beach,
Our rooms overlooked the boach and the bay



whore the ships came and wonto to the peort
arca, L counted onc hundred Magnificent
Frigatebirds at ono time wheeling over the
water - 2 lovely sight. In the opposite
direction the statue of Christ with his arm
atretched in blessing over the city, lighted
at night, Tt is on Corcovado Mountain 2400
feet high and the monumont 120 feet high,

On April 2nd wo wore having breakfast in our
room when I saw cur ship coming in - and we
were on board the same morning,

- Bantos, the port city of Sao Paulo, was
our first stop. I had pictured it as boing
small and drab but it is a city of 400,000,
Sao Paulo, with its suburbs, has 12 million
inhabitants, We went to Sao Paulo airport
for an 1% hour ride on a larpge jet plane to
Iguacu Falls, Tho huge planc circled the
falls twicefor the right hand pooplo and
twice for the left, then landed at the air-
port, We took a btus to tho Hotel Das Cata-
rats, From thorc wo walked along by the
Falls2 and 6/10 milos - tho highest fall 264
foet, The Falls aro on tho Argontine side,
the hotel on the Brazil side,
that the stage is in Argentinc and the seats
in Brazil,

; On April 5th I saw my first Albatross -
Black-browed,
for half a day to Buenas Aires, called the
Paris of South Amorica, Wo went shopping on
a stroot closed to car traffic, Many nice
shops but inflation is bad and no real bar-
gains in leathor as we had supposed,

© After we loft Bucnas Alres I began to sec
many more birds - and a Wandering Albatross
at last, Also tho Great Potrel,

" On the 12th of April, about dark, we on-
tored the Straits of Magellan and as Magel-
Jan did, we saw flarcs along the shores -
not Indian flares but gas flares from oil
fields on Tierra del Fuczo, We had two
Chilian pilots who came aboard at Buonas
Aires to take us through the Strait, A1l
but a small bit at tho entrance is within
Chilean lands, It was in 1519 tho Magellan
undertook to find a wostward passage to the
Oriient, He had over 200 men in five ships

< one ship was lost in a storm near Rio where

he wintered, From Rio it took his ships
five months to reach the Strait which he en-
tered on Oct, 21, 1520, He spont several
months exploring the Stzait, Magellan and
most of his mon would never sce Spain again,
Only ono ship and 19 men finishod the first
journey around the world, Our trip was only
supposed to take 30 hours,

. Everyone was excitod and staying on deck
bundled up because of the cold, There was

a flurry of picture taking and plenty to
take - glaciors, watorfalls, a rainbow,
lighthouse, islands, fresh snow - the first -
of tho autu mn scason, I saw,among other
things, Magellanic Ponguinds, Magellanic
Diving Potrels, Blue~cycd Shags,

Oh, yost Some of us took time off from
looking in order to win omr Ponguin awards
by staying in the swismding pool 30 minutes,
Tho staying in wasn't so bad,,,it was the
Qetting out that was, Our Captain announced
that we would stay inside the Strait and go
north through the English Narrows to be
sheltored «from an 60 knot wind, S5So we came
out on the 13th to 60 knot wind, Wo were
buffetod about all night and awoke the next
morning to find that a cargo door had beon
taken off by a high wavo and the hold was
M1l of water. The Caphain anncuncod that

So we worc toldgovernment.,

We went up the Rio de la Flata

our greatest danger had been at 4 a,m, and
that we were headed for Puerto Mont for ropairs,
We were until the middle of the afternoon x
getting there. The ship had to anchor out
in the bay and a pump was brought out to
help the ships pump, We all went ashore to
explore the lako country of Chile, It was
beautiful with prosperous farms - dairy
cattle, sheep, apple orchards, most of the
applos had been gathered, Thore wore moun-
tains and a waterfall, I saw Andoan Geoso,

I though the bay at Valparaiso and the vicw
of the city from tho bay the prettiocst that
we saw, Our charming Chilean pilots brought
their pretty wives on beoard for a party and
to onjoy with us the Chilean Folklorice which
consisted of costumes, songs and dances of
thoir country, Weo saw the Argentinean Folk-
lorico group and also the Peruvian, We went
to Santiago, a trip of about 80 miles, Weo
saw the bombed out shell of a government
building, the result of the last change in
Bovernment, All of the Chileans are proud of
the fact that the Communists were out of the
We heard it mentioned many times,
Tho snow capped Andes are a backdrop for the
city. On our way home, Gecrge and I saw an
Andean Condor soaring by a mountain poak,

We wore at soa threo days before reaching
Callac, Poeru, port city for Lima, Some
Prions landed on deck during the night and
had to be tossed into the air so they could
fly off, A Rufaus~collared Sparrow got on
board in Chile and rode to Peru,

At Callao I left the "Santa Marianna" wi th
a sm.ll group but George stayed on board for
Guayaquel, Eduador, and Bucnaventura, Colum~
bia, Wo were to mect in Cali, Columbia, and
take the plane home from there, I went to
Lima, Cuzco and theo ruins of Machu Pecchu,
Cuzco is an hour by alr from Lima but two
days and night by car through tho Andes,
Pizarro was the first Buropean to sec this
old Inca city. The altitude is 12,000 feet
which is too high for most people to foel
comfortable, As soon as we arrived, we worc
given Coca tea and told to lie down for two
hours, Many Indians still wear their native
costumes which for tho women consists of fancy
hats, many petticoats, and a shawl of bright
colors, They have a roly-poly appearance,
The women spin wool as they wakl along the
road or mind their llamas and alpacas, Thiir
wovon goods were beautiful, Wo visited a
cathedral with many altars of gold and silver,
There were oil paintings, two by Rubens - and
elaborately carved chokr stalls, We visited
the ruins of an Inca bath and a fort outside
the city. Early tho noxt morning we got on
the train for Machu Pecchu, It takes 3% hours
to go and % hours to comec back, The train
was filled with poeple from many lands, We
had five switchbacks to climb the mountain
agove Cuzco and kept soeing tho city from
higher and higher viewpoints, On the other
side of the mountain wo were in the Urubampa
River valley, The Urubampa is a fast rushing
stroam with many huge boulders, I saw a
Torrent Duck, From the Machu Peoechl station
it is a bus ride up the mountain by switehbacks,
The rmins are so inaccessible that the Span-
ish nover found them, A Yale professor,
Hiram Bingham, found them in 1911, The sebt-
ting of rugged peaks 1s awo inspiring., The
sun was shining when we first arrived, thon
the clouds came down and made it cvon more
mysterious, No one knows what happened to
tho poople who hullt the rock houses and



teriaced tho cide of tho mountalin and oven
carriec d Jevuito s~7il up from the valley to
£i1 thoir terraccs, Thoy wore vory good stone
macons bocavse thelr buildings aro standing
today, My trip was ma dec complotc when one

of tho guides called "Condor", T looked

down on the top of a Condor as it flow across
tho valley and dicappoared bohind a peoak,

Woe loft very carly the noxt day from Cuzce
for Lima whore wo had a vory ploasant timo
visiting a hacienda whore bulls wore raiscd
and trainoed for the bull »ing, Wo onded the
day by visiting a musoun containing articlos
of gold and somi-prociocus stonos made in
pre~Columbian times,

. On aur way to Call wo Jandod in Quito,
Econador, a lovely sight from the air, I
harried into the airport to buy a hat for E
Ecuador is the place uwhore tho best "Panama"
hats as r mado. At Cali, Colwrbia, we were
greetod with the nems that heavy dewmpours
bad caused rovksiides and tio deaths on the
road to Buenmaveniure, I Bogaon to worry
that George corid not gol through but not
for long for he arrived about dark after a
two hoar torxdt ride, €211 was Just a taste
of Coliuzdia. I =aw onough birds there to
make mo want to plan a birding trip thore
another yoale e
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