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NOLES FROM A EIRD JUNKIE:

Welcome back to Audubon, We hope your
summer vacation was as great as ours, We
had several trips to the mountains and to the
beach and saw many now birds along the way -
twenty-elght , in fact; a real bonanza for
us. I'm a bird junkic now, can only go so
long without a fix, It takos quitc a while
to get scmewhere when you stop at overy
stream, doesn't it?

The best birding wo found was at the Na-
tional fludubon Convention in Bstes Park.

The field trip leaders were excellent guides
who located the birds by sight and sound
bafore we were all off the bus, Some of the
birds we saw were: Whitce-tailed Ptarmigan,
Broad-taiied Hummingbird, Violet-green Swal-
low, Troe Swallow, Gray Jay, Mcantain Chick~
ades, Pygmy Nuthatch, Dipper, Water Pipit,
Warbl‘hg Vireo, Brown-coppod Rosy Finch, and
Ciark's NutC1ucker“

In July. we wont to Taos Sl Valley and
Durango for more good méuntain birding, The
wild flowers tere so berutiful we beught a
field guide ard almosh ovorlocked the birds,
It kas been vory dry in southwest Colorado
this cummer, tat high in the fan Jua:n moun-
t1ins it rains admost overy afternoon., In-
tersperred with Aspen goves are spriag-fed

Frc"”" Lined with willows andl fields carpot-

ed with alnssl evory wildTlowor in cuir now
bcck. leous Huwzniangbixrds were sipping the
necitar and empidonax flyeotchers wore enjoy-

ing tho incecls, We identificd thh Alder
Ilveaicher from Lis seng, ot the others are
T30 unknoim Lo vs, In addition to some of
he birds of Iutes Park, wie also caw Lewis®
Woedpeciiors, B..ack-capped Chicakoe, Grace's
Warbler, Wnite-throated Swift, Rard-toiled
Plgeon. Westorn Ranagers, ~nd Lacter Gold-
finch on this trip. A= is uwsuslly the case
wi LH inexperienced blidcr”« the really b*g
birds gol awny, That's part of the plot wo
keep you coming back to iry your Juck again -
end that's hoa you gebt hoclied o1 bivding,

npr Y"nc’y}: Tiott Fcow

N.A.S. COIJVENTION AND AJLUBCT CONCERNS -
Nensy Ellictt ident, TPAD:

Lquatwnzufmhbmmumweﬁrmeenﬁpnin
Enotes rPark, Colorado, June 912, was de--
lighttul, The spesltors were interesting,
the field trips wore productive, the parti-
cipante were irlendly and marvelovsly diverse
in thelr envircomental interssts, Wozld you
believe we mct a couplo from Nebraska who
have no birdwatchors in their chapter? The
chapter won 41000 for the largest increase
in membershlip o fow years ago, They bougnt
31X canoes and have their field trips on the
Platv Kiver, I learned so many intere:rting
things at the convontion it would be impos-
£ible to write them all here. I thought I
would concentrate on conswyvation ideas in
this Llevver and try to cover now ldeaz in
edcation next moith,

The opening apeakcr was Dr. Elvis Stahr,
Prerident of NAS since 1968, Dr, Stahy s23d
thst memberszhip in NAS has grom to 397 chap-
ters and 377,000 people, This is more than
a 100,000 member lncrease since 1973, The
increase 15 greator than the total mombei
ship of the Auduben Society dordng its first
70 ;evs. N85 45 the most diversiiied

. :fc4*“"*11 apanicration in the couai:
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he said, This diversity lmpressed me through-
out the conference, The speeches, the Work-
shops, the people I talked with had so many
different concerns for environmental quality
and different goals and approaches to solve
the problens of their areas,

"What are our purposes? Education for what?
Action to what end?” Dr, Stahr emphasized
that concerns and goals of the National Audu-
bon Society have changed very little since
1972. Much has been accomplished on them,
but mich more needs to be done,

Perhaps some of you are unaware of these
goals, as T was, So, they aro listed herc in
an abbreviated facshion, LET'S THINK ABOUT
THESE GOALS iN REIATION TO C(UR CHAPTER'S WORK.
At the Seplember meeting, we will discuss thom
more inlly and try to determine how we might
contiribute more to these efforts,

AUDUBON CCYCERNS AND ACTION GOALS:
1. Prcmote the conservation of wildlife and
the natural. environment,

* Protect endangered species,
esgential hablitats.

* Edncate public on value of predators,
Enforcement of laws protecting birds of
proy.

* IMmeotrage federal cnd state wildlife
programc for non-game species,

* Prercrve natural stream ecosystems,
Dnecrrage notive plant commnities,
wildlife refuges, natupse centerse, ote,
* Conservation of mrrine mmals, seabirds,

Ticheries, and threatened ecosystems of

the world,

Verk for a comprehensi

pol“cy.

Conserve onorgy.,

Support solar and other nonpolluting

chergy sources,

* Inoislt on solutieons to safety and waste
disposal. prior to expanded nuclear

CrCIEY .

* Protert alr and water quality,

* Scrnd environmental control over strip-
mining,

* Improved railiroads and mss transit,

Suppor’, public and private measures for

abatencnt and prevention of pollution,

* Incowrage recycling of waste,

* Conirol harmful pesticides,

Werk for 2 echerent national land-use

poiicy and support land-use planning at

ctate, regional, and local levels,

* Support Coastal Zone Management, pro-
serve webtlands,

* Work for open spaces in urban areas,

* Suppoirt flood-plain and watershed manage-
rant.

* Support incentives for conservation and
sound vse of agricultural and forest

_.u-ﬂd.,

* Urge on agriculture that is nondestructive
of #oll, water, and wildlife resources.

Protect the public interest in our public

lands,

Support the purposes of the United Nations

Environmental Secretariat and cooperate in

international conservation efforts,

Advocite the stabilization of human pop-

ulations as basic to the preservation of

covironmente qualityr,

Preserve

-

2, ve national energy

*
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CAACTER ACTION O NAS 0NCERNS:

Yenhandle Chapter has addressed 3%



self to a numbor of thesc concerns this year,
Forn Cain, owr able Conscrvation Chairman,
and Orwin Rush, Alaska Wilderness Chalirman,
have led us to take the following actions:

Goal 1. Asked the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department to print a notice in the
1977~-78 Hunting and Pishing Guide to
the effect that non-game spocies of
birds wero protected by law,

Passed a resolution encouraging fed-
eral support of non-gamefish and
wildlife conservation, which was

sent to our elected represontatives,
(Replies from Scnator Tower and Cong-
ressman Hightower were roceived,)

While attending the NAS conference,
wo rasponded to an urgent plea to
support the President’s cutback in
water projects by sending a wire to
Congressman Hightower,, He voted
against the Conte-Derrick Amendment
to the Public Works Appropriations
Bill, which would have eliminated
some of the dams and canals which a
are opposod by Audubon Chapters a-
rou nd the country, While support-
ing the President in his effor ts to
balance tho budget, he stated his
reasons for not voting for the amend-
ment, as follows: ",,,as representa-
tive of an area in which the people
cannot depend upon natural rainfall
for agriculture and an area that has
been searching for several years for
a way to import water from other areas
T am acutely aware of the value of
water projects, I also know that the
lead timc from planning to comple-
tion of a project can span more than
30 years, Hach of the projoets that
would have been donied funding by the
amendment had beon subjected to many
years of study and had passed the
stern cconomic benafits cost criteria
astablished by law, T simply do not
believe that the Administration could
Hetermine in a fow months Lo climate
projects that had undergone intenso
analysis and scrutiny for many years,
I voted against the amendment,"
Bventually the Senate did eliminate
some of these projects which is quite
a victory for conservationists,
Goal 2, I attended the public hearing on the
proposal to dispose of nuclar waste
in the Panhandlo area, Most of the
people who attended wore opposed to
the idea of committing future gene-
rations for a milllon years to guard
this waste, The Bureau of Economic
Geology at the University of Texas
is doing a thorough geologic survey
of the Palo Duro and the Dalhart
Basins, The study will take from 2
to 5 years, Some of the people pre~
sent felt that the study would yield
valuable information about tho goeol-
opy of the Panhandle; but most did
not think the Durecau would find a
suitable location for safe storage
of nuclear wasto material hereo, (More
about this at the Sopt. meeting.)
Goal 3. Our chapter passed a resolntion to
support roturmable botile Llegistation

in Texas. which would eliminate throw-away
bottles and help control pollution
of highways and parks,

Goal 4, Our chapter has been active in ils

support of the Alaska public lands

acquisiti on, We adopted a resolu-

tion which was sent to a public hear-

ing on Alaska Lands in Denver,

Goal 6, Wo have endorsed the ecfforts of NAS
to protect the world whale popula-
tion from extermination.

WHAT WCULD YOJ LIKE CUR CHAPTER TO DO ABOUT
CONSERVATION?

Flease study tho goals and bring your ideas
for our active participation in consoervation
to the September meeting. Wo need to act on
those issues that are important to the mom-
bers of the chaptor.

Some present concorns of National Audubon
Society which we are asked to support with
letters and wires to our representatives in
Washington aro:

1. Alaska Lands Protection Bills- H,R., 39

and 35,1500,
2, Expansion of Redwood National Park in
California, Burton bill, H.R. 3813,
3, Protection of Boundary Wators Wilder-
ness in Minnesota, Fraser bill, H.R,
2820,

Proposod acquisition of wildlife habitat
in Matagorda and Jefferson Counties, Texas,
by U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, This had
to bo done by August 19; so I took the liberty
1 df writing to Gov, Briscoo to urge hinm to
approve the voluntary sale of this land to
tho Fish and Wildlife Serviee, The governor
has to approve this salej bocause it would
remove private land from the tax rolls,

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS:

Sept., 18(Sunday) - Tom Green Ranch, Moot
at the Vega offramp on I40 at 2:00 p,m, Con-~
tact Peggy Acord, group leader, for details
at 352-6372,

Oct, 1 & 2(Saturday & Sunday)} - Vermijo
Park in northeastern New Mexico, The latost
information I have no longer lists day use
of this area, tut if we have a group sericusly
desirous of making this trip we will try to
set up one, Please let us know immediately
if you wish to make this trip, The ranch is
reached from Stonewall, Colorado, If the
ranch trip is now unavailable, we can offor
o trip into the Cuchara area just north of
Stonewall, This is a beautiful fall trip,
There are accomadations at Stonewall, Cuchara
and la Vita., Monument Lake is also in this
area and is an interesting place, There is
usually nice color about this time of year,

. evePegey Acord....

PANTES.AND CHILDRESS BBS:

Wo made the two trips back to back this
year and Don says, "Please, Not again)"

Pantex was only muddy in spots; it can be
impassable, casily, We had many meadowlarks,
hormmed larks, Cassin's and Grasshopper Spar-
rows, As there was quite a bit of water in
the playas, we had more ducks than usual as
well as avocets and killdeers,

Childress means so early to rise, It is
interesting to note the changes in the arca
from year to year, The mesquites and willows
aroind the ponds and in the pastures have
gzown v Lot in the Tive yerrs we have nadn



the count, I wish this areca was closer so we
could chack it out often, Thare arc more
doves and both quails than one usually sees,
We had fower Blu, Grosbeaks and Painted Dunt-
ings this year, but the first Tell’s Vireos

I had seen in two years ncar the sauthorn
limit of the count ncar the Peace River,

On the way home, wo took a farm-to-market
road off the Turkoy highway which led us a-
long the river valley, At midday, the birds
ware scarce but the scenery lovely and the
first long~-tailed weasel we've scen in years
was a bonus, to be suro,

p1a s POEZY Acord,...

REPORTING LOCAL IIRD OSSERVATICNS:

Racently we have sevoral times received
local bird records from Sam Spiller, We
thank Mr., Spiller, All such records are
welcome, indeed, and we encourago all of our
members to send in such reports,

eerePOEEY Acord, ...

PROGRAM FOR SEFILIiER:

The Texas Panhandle Audubon Society will
bepin its fall meetings on Monday night,
Septomber 19 at 7:30, at the Garden Center.
Guosts are welcome to attond,

"Interesting Expericnces with Summer Dirds”
will be the subjret for tho program foaturing
Mrs, Geoorge Ross ang Mrs, Grady Fox who spent
part of the summer in tho Northeast and in
Canada, Mrs, Ross will comparc the pelagic
birds of the northeast with her findings off
the coast of So, America last spring. Othor
menbors of the socicty will add their summer
experionces, and some of them are unusual,

In the businoss session, Prosident Nancy
Elliott will lead a discussion on the gozls
of National Audubon Socioty and how they
relate to this chapter (sce articles above),

P.5. - summer expericnees will be welcomed
from all the mombers and guests, oven though
you may not hav ¢ been contacted., Some folks
just don't spend rmch timo at homo.

PIRD NOTES (N THE NESTIHG SEASCW IN THE TEXAS
PANHANDLE, ALONG WITH REPORTS ON LATE SFRING
MIGRANTS AND EARLY FALL IMIGRANTS:

Great Dlue Heron - Fern Cain and Ken Seyffert
first visited a heronry of this species a-
long the Canadian River in northern Pobter
Co, on 5/7., After wading the rivor on a
vory hot day to ro ach the heronry, they
countod 14 nosts of which 9 appeared to con-
tain young, Judging by the calls of young
birds, XS rovisite d the site on 5/30 at
which time he counted 14 young in 8 nests,
All tho yo wrgwore well grown and not far
from fledging, oicept for 2 in onc nest that
were considerably youngor, It is intorest-
ing to note that a pair of Red-tailed Hawks
had a ne st with one young in it in the mid-
dle of the heronry. XS found another heron-
ry consisting of two nests with 7 young al-
most as large as adults along Northrup Crook
near Wolf Creek Fark in Ochiltree Co, 6/8,

Little Dlue Horon - 2 immature birds wore
seen by KS on a playa near Umbarger, Randall
Co, on 94,

Least Dittern - KS observoed one adult at its
nost at Lake Marvin, Homphill Co. on 614,
This is the first roported nesting of this
specios in the Panhandlc,

hmerican Dittern - one somn at Imffalo Lake

NWR, Randall Co, by XS on 7/31,

White-facod Ibis ~ KS observed 28 on a playa
in Brisecoo Co, on 8/28, On 8/30 Rona Ross
and BEsthor Waddill saw 20 in Randall Co,, and
Jocl Reesv saw 1 in Swisher Co, on 9/8,

Wood Duck - X8 observed one fly over at Lako
Marvin, Hemphill Co, 6/14, This specics nosts
in the areoa but usually on small private

lakes above Lake Marvin wherc they arc rela-
tively undisturbed,

Mississippl Kite - it appeared to be a good
yoar for this species, Roberta Curric ro-
ported 12 in a2 tree at onec time in late sun-
mer at hor home near lake Tanglowood; Randall

Co. Poggy Acord reportod scoing 12 ovor town
on 9/7.

Broad-winged Hawk - Rena Ross roported an
carly migrant in her yard in town on 9/7,

Rough-logged Hawk « the first returning bird
was seon by Rena Ross in Roger Mills Co,,
Okla, on 9/4, This is an early dato,

Ferruginous Hawk - KS obsorved 16 birds this
summor from 6/5 thru 6/12, as follows: U in
Hartley Co,; 3 in Sherman Co,,; 2 in Ochil-
tree Co,s 7 in Dallam Co, (including 3 well
grown young still in the nest); 1 in Hansford
Co, (a recently fledged young bird), Tho
first fall bird was seen by Esther Waddill
at the Palo Duro Club, Randall Co, on 9/4,

Marsh Hawk - a femaloc was seon by KS at Duf-
falo Lake NWR, Randall Co, on 7/4 and 7/31,

Prairie Falecon - KS saw one in Dallam Co, on
6/11; Bill Holliday obsorved one in the Palo
Duro Canyon Statc Park, Randall Co,, on 7/17;:
Rena Ross and Esther Waddill saw one in Ran-
dall Co, on 8/30.

Virginia Rail - KS saw 2 and heard 2 othors
calling below the dam at Lake Meredith,
Hutchinson Co, on 6/15,

Mountain Plover - KS obsorved one at a playa
in Dallam Co, on 6/11,

Long-billalCurlew - XS counted 13 in Hartloy
Co, on 6/9; 56 in Dallam Co, on 6/11; 8 in
Hansford Co, on 7/3, Almost all of thesc
birds were singles or pairs and theoy gave
every indication of being nesting birds,

Spotted Sandpiper - KS saw 2 together bolow
the dam at Iake Moredith, Hutchinson Co, on
6/15, in tho very same locality in which they
have been obsorved for the pst two years,
Fern Cain observed the specics at Weatherly
lake near Borger, Hutchinson Co,, during the
sumcr,

Sanderling - Esthor Waddill, Rena Ross and
Tholma Fox saw on on a playa in Randall Co,
on 8/27.

Black-ncckad Stilt - a pair remainod at Buf-
falo Lake WWR, Randall Co, throughout tho
summer and if you were in their area you wore
no doubt attacked by the highly aggressive
couple, ILarry Wynn of the rofuge roportad
seodng two 1ittle onos in mid-July, This is
the first reported nesting of the species in
the county and only the second revorted naost -




T ol 3t n the Tanhandle, 5 obaorved one

pleya in Hansford Co, on 7/3, and 5 on
2 playa in Driscoe Do, on 4/28,

AN

Least Torn - KS observed 20 adults and 10
nosis on a sandbar in the Canddian River,
Hemphill Co, on §f14, Onc nest contained 1

egfe threo nests contained 2 oggs cach, and
81z nests contained 3 eggs cach,
L (a vory, vory small ono) -~ Larry Wymn

obgerved what he thonght was a Saw-whot Owl
at the Buffalo Lako iM7R, Randall Co. on 6/13
and 6/15. It was “flrst soon in a wooded
canyon porched in a cobtonwood trec; it then
flew deeper into the trees and T could not
locate it aFain,unfll two days lator when it
was seon about 5 miles southwest of tho first
location and near a matorholo in oper prairio,
I could get about 100 feot from it before it
would fly, Tt vms o small brownish-colored
owl with white patchos betweon the eyas,™

tostern Kingbird - on unusually hlgh number
passed through Amarillo on 9/C as tho first
~gnificant cold freat hit vs, Rena Ross
obsorved many passing though her yard at that
time and she nnd Bsther Waddill reported soo- .
ing mony in the cometories ("in overy tree"),
Thi~ is the {irst report of a major migration
of this species in car crea, Strangely,

they ¢id not sco a singlo Wostern Kingbird
that day

Western Wood Poveo -~ all observers have
corsnonved on the scarcity of this species
diring the last fow years., The Ist week of
fapuact and fizst woek of Soptembor have
broupght wnusually large numbers throughout
oo arcd ond dndiertes that the spocies has
being doing well somewhero,

Olive-sided Flveatchor - almost ditto the

gedogor=tailed Flyeatchor -
in ocar aren thic swmmer,

oxtremely scarce

Jiolot-green Sinllow - Rona Ross and Bsther
Viaddill observed 2 in Randall Co, on 3/30,
I'his is the first veported sighting of this
species dm axi area in severnl years,

Hono Wren - extremcoly common in tho ILake
Mervin/Gone Howe Henagoment Aren of Hemphill
Co. as reported. Uiy XS, Pegey Acord, the
Orwin Rusheos and K€ heard them singing at
lake MeClellan, Gray Co, on 7/17, and KS re-
poited one singing in Wolf Croel Park, Ochil-
“raa Co, wn 6/8

Lactus Wron —~ KS obrexved what appeared to
be 3 nests of this sp901os on Oldh~m Co,
between Boys Ranch and Vega on 8/7. They
were typically large, Tullky nests with their
entrance on the uphor side and were built in
cholla eactus, A few miles south of where
the nest were, he saw fno wren, This places
the summor range In Texas significantly north
of where it has proviously bheen reported,

Cathird - KS ohsorved one at Duffalo Inke HWR,
Randall Co, on 6/25, This specles is seldom
secn here in the swmer, Ho saw and hear one
singing at Loke Iarvin, Hemphill Co, on 7/24,
rtnd vne along the Funta de fiqua Creel in
Hartley Co, o 9/5. Our firsh cold fvont
troyht ceveril to the yard of Rona Pocr din

Awmirillo on 9/9 and 910,

Curde-billed Thrasher - KS reported one south
of Sanford, Hutchingon Co, on 6/15. He also
observed one in the valloy of the Prairic

Dog Town Fork of the Red River, south-central
Armsirong Co,, and 2 furthor south in Lake
MacKonzie State Park, Briscoe Co, on 8/28,
This is further evidence of the expanding
rangc of this species,

Ruby-crovned Kinglet - Peggy Acord obsorved
tho vory early return of this migrant on
8/28 in town,

Golden-winged Warbler - Eo and Nancy Elliott
had & very uvnusual visitor at their home

near Canyon, Rendall Co,, on 6/1, 4 Goldon-
wingod Werbler spent the morning there and
wag clesely observed by them, They alsc
henrd it vinging its distinctive buzzing
song. This is only the third reported sight-
ing of the species in our aroa,

Yollow b91b¢ev - K5 observed two males as
thoy seng &b Lako Marvin, Hemphill Co, 6/14,
FPeggy Acord heard one nlnglng at lake Tangle-

wood, Randall Co, on 7,3,

Magnolis Warbler - KS saw one along Rita
Dianca Creek in contral Hartley Co, on 9/5.

Tomsend's Warbler - KS saw onc at Duffalo
Lake NWR, Randall Co, on 9/4,

Bleck-threated Gray Warbler - KS saw one

ot Bufinlo Lake WVR, Randall Co,on 9/U,

American Redstart - K5 saw one female at
Lake Marvin, Hemphill Co, 6/14, It had been
bathing in the creek and was preening itself,
This s the first summer sighting of tho
gpecles in the Ponhondle, Poggy Acord ro-
ported the first returning migrant in our
aren on 8/28,

Rod—olpd Vireo - KS dbsorvod one as it sang
alrost conn,ﬂntlj atv Lake Marvin, Hemphill
Co. 6/14 Thiz is the first roported summer
rocord for the PLnnﬂndle, Rena Ross saw

several in hor yard in town on 9/9/ and 9/10,

Summer Tannger - K5 reported a young malo
bird singing in his yard, Potter Co, on 6/7,
The bilird locked very mich like a femalo ex-
cept that its upper breast was slightly rosc
colored, Tt sang in the neighborhood for
several dayso,

Rore~breasted Grosbeak - KS saw a female in
his yard, Potier Co, on 7/30. This species
hag rarely been reportod here in the sunmer,

Indigo Dunting - K3 reporte:. thom common at
Lake Mervin, Hemphill Co, on 6/L4 and 7/2%4,
K5, Peggy Lcord and the Orwin Rushes sau
several ot Lake MeClellan, Gray Co, on 7/17.
K5 observed a peir together in the Palo Thiro
Canyon State Fark, Randall Co, on Gf24, I
saw tuo diffsrent males on two occassions atb
Cuffalo Inke MWR, Randall Co, on 7/4 and 7/31.
This is the first time they bave been reportad
sumnering on the refuge,

fmerican Goldfinch - mnles on territories

and eairs were observed by KS at Lake Marvin,

domphjll Co, on 6/1% and 7/24,

to-ciromod Sparrow ~ one adult seen by 15
on 09




