THE PRAIRIE HORNED LARK

wuvember, 1977
COMING EVENTS:
Monday, Nov, 21 - Monthly meeting
Place,vsvssvs
Timeevsnoeans

Program,.sosvs
Hostoss.ueess

The Garden Contor
7130 p.m,

Rosemary Scott

Caristmas Bird Counts - see below for
schodule

FROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER:

Tho Texas Panhandle Audubon Society will
moet at the Amarillo Garden Center on Monday
night. November 21 at 7:30 in the ovening.
Mra, Edward Elliott of Canyon will preside
at the meeting,

In keeping with one of the goals of the
National Audubon Socisty te further the out-
duvor awarenoss of children, & program will be
rresented demonstrating the work in the Out-

door Classroom Projects of the Amarillo School

Distyict, Mr, Eill Hill, Principal of Puck-
olt Place Elementary School, hag pioneered
iz work in the Amarillo schools, and he
will explain his oxperioncos at lamar Ele-
montnry School and tho follow-up work in the
otlar cchools of Amarillo, Following his
rrenentation, Mics Stophanlo Brooks of tho
rotter County Soll Consorvation District will
vhow some sildes of work in Imbbock, Lowell
Andony of the YHMCA staff will present some
pinns for a pormnont outdoor educational
£i00,
ard discussions of future plans, led by Mr,
B3l Kolliday, Charman of the Educational
Comalttee of the Andubon Society,

Anyone interesied in this topic ic welcome
to atitend the moeting and lesin of future
p..aao of both Potler and Randall Gounties,

CHRISTMAS BIRD CCUNTS SCHEIULE:

Dee, 17 - Buffnlo lake NWR - meot at refuge

headguarters at 8100 a,nm,

Doe, 18 = Amarillo - meet at the ontrance

gate of Palo Duro Canyon State
Park at 8:00 a,m,

Dec, 20 - Lake Morodith(wost) - meot at
National Park headguartors in
Fritch at 7;00 a,m,

22 - Arnett, Okla, - moot at the rost-
aarant cast of the Circle C Lodge
at 700 a,m,

27 - lake Moredith(east) - meet at
National Park headquarters in
Fritch at 7100 a.m,

Dec,
Doc,
Jan, 1

You will note that we arc omitting the
KentoniBiack Mesa), Okla, count this year.
Witheut firm commitments of participation
from enough area birders, it is not practical
to cchedule the count, Two or threo psople
errnot do 1t justice, Last year we had the
help of 14 merbers of the Kansas Ornifhologi-~
cal Soclety, This year the group will be in

tho area during the last week--end of the year,

Sebastian Pattl, tho leader of the group, has

egreed to complle tho count in our stead, If

any of you wirch to tako part in the count,

please contact Ken Soyffort and he will pat
oz 2 ltounch with Mr, Fatti,

2206 8, Lipscomb, Amarillo, Texas 79109

Outdoor Classrom Projocts

There will bo opportunity for questions

- Quitagque - moet at the headquarters
buallding at Lako Theo at 8:00 a,m,
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BIRD NOTES:

White Pelican ~ two were on the lake at the
Palo Duro Cinb noar Canyon during the w. -k
of Oct, 2l as roported by Esther and Goon
Waddill,

Double--crested Chﬁwnrmn+ - gaen at Lake Ve
glowood on Oct. 10 by Peggy Acordj 9 woro %n
Bugbee Canyon, Lake Msredith, on Oet, Z3 o
reported by Fern Cain,

Leas’ Bitlorn ~ one seen at Lake Weatherl;
near Borger on Sepht. 24 by Fern Cain,

Bald Espis - firs% report of the season w:us
of ono at the ranch bolow Lake Tanglewood Uiy
Roberta Currle on Nov, 5, FEllzabeth Mocs
told her that she had ceen it there two or
three days earlier. last year Roberta ro-
ported the first sightlng on Oct, 25.

Pralile Falgon ~ two were seen in Carsen Tz,

on Nov, Erﬂy Ken Seyffert,

Sandhill Crane .- Km Seyifert reporied sno-
ing 1000+ on the groind in a field in ooatin/
contral Carson Co, on Hov. 6,

Poor~-will ~ one coen in Memorial Cemotery in
Amriiio on Oct, 2% by Faom Cain, Whilo

birding there, she Just happened to ctop e
the home of a garter snake, "He fla 1l o
bit undorfoot and eroszsed cver her foot.
She didn®t screzm becauce it seemed unce:

iy
to ery out in a cametery". Birding does in-

duce goli-control ard discipline upon iun
devotees)

Red-breazted Nutlatch ~ reported in AmIllo
by Poggy Acord, “holms Fox and Ken Seyifor
Orilla Bryant of iflami reported one in hovr
yard on Oct, 22,

Northorn Shrike - one in the Palo Duro Caony-
on State Fark on Cot, 23 by Peggy and Don
Acord,

Chertmit~collared Long:gur ~ Ken Seyffert
Tound them very abundant in Carson Co, on

NOV. 6 A Prairio Falcon mde repeatod '~
tempts to cateh one, ut it never succcedsd,

CAVE CREEX CANYON NERDS BIRDERS' HELPs

Birdwatchers travel hundreds of miles to
Cave Creek Canyon, in Arizona's Coronado
National Forest, to see Mexlecan Chickad:zca.
Zone~tailed Hawks, Paintcd Redstartis, =
dozen specles of hummingbirdse, and Coppory—
talled Trogons (of about 25 pairs of thor
trogons nesting in tho United States, 1~ noct
in Cavo Croek), About 25,000 birders a yo- r
are sald to visit the canyon jJust to soo o
trogons, It's a blrders' paradise, but IL
won't be much longer if thoe Forest Serviocs
gives in to current pressures to glve o
area over to mass rocroation that would o
stroy ite natural valuvesn,

At present, the canyon has no roads, oniy
hiking trails, Rocky Mowniain Regiom~l R
resentntivo Robert K. Turner has writton o
the Reglonal Forerter, 517 Gold Avenue J“
Adbuszergue, New Mexlico 87102, and urgai
to pat T“he canyon undsr some clasuific
that will contlma: 4o protect its nntzﬁil
and kesn ot roads and off-rand

TS P
VRGO,



vehieles, Birders whe want to help save Cave
Creek Canyon are urged to follow Turmer's
lead,

SOMETHING NBEW UNDER THE SUN(TO SCIENCE):

Birding involves many lovels and intensities
of interest, Somo of us grow quite excited
over a specles never before seen in our yard;
others concontrate on discovering now specios
in their county, arca, state or nation; still
others range over continents, Regardless of
the geographical oxtont of ocur interest, wo
tend to take it for granted that all the spe-
cies of birds have boen found and named by
science, and that all that remains to be done
1s to record the ranges, or shifting ranges,
of these species,

In 1963 the Louisiana State University Mu-
soum of Zoology acquired a new genus and spo-
cies of tanager from Peru, Wetmorothraupis
sterrhopteron, This was of considerablo in-
torest to ornithologists as it was generally
believed that the world's birds were so well
known that only a handful remained to be dis-
covered, This proved to be wrong as 21 new
speeies, including four now genera, have been
turned up sinee then in Poru alone, Because
of the physiographical and ceological complex-
ity of counttries such as Poru, Columbia’,Brazil,
Zcuador and Bolivia, and the many pockets of
unexplored terrain that romain, some scientists
now believe there arc still now specios to bo
discovered, The followi ng is a survey of
some of the newly discovered specios,

Black-faced Cohinga, Conioptilon meilhennyl -
the type specimen was collected by Jotn P,
O°'Neill in Peru on 18 March 1965, In skinning
the first specimens, donse patchos of powder-
dovn were found on the birds' bodies, This
was unusual bocausce powderdown had been pro-
viousdy reported in only throc passcrine 8po-
cies, For this reason, tho bird was placed in
a new genus Conioptilon from two Groek words
meaning "a fine powdor" and "soft feathors or
down under the true feathers", reforring to
the powderdown foathers abundantly prosent
over much of the body, The species name
meilhennyi was in honor of John S, MeIlhenny
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, wo was the sponsor
of the LSU 1964-65 Peruvian Expedition, The
body of the bird is basically gray, with wings
and tail black above and gray bolow; forehe ad
and erown black, becoming gray on oceiput;
eariculars, chin and upper throat black. While
this bird was unknown to scionce, it was weoll
known to the Cashinahua Indians of the Rio
Curanja who callod it the "kuden ika", which
may be translated as "it sings 'kuden', an
allusion to its whistled call,

Elusive Antpitta, Grallaria eludens - this
now spacies was collocted by John P, O'Weill
on 11 July 1967 in tho samc locality as the
provious new species, Mr. 0'Neill's own words
illustrate one of the roascns new specios con-
tinue to be found in this part of the world:
"The vast lowlands of eastern Peru contimue to
produce unexpected ornithological novelties,
but as anyone familiar with the tropics is
aware, many of its inhabitants are extremoly
elusive,
saction of a humid forest, often results in
the repeated discovery of species of birds
not previously encounterced there, Such has
becn our experience at Balta, a Sasinahua
Indian village located on the banks of the
Rio Curanja.,..This locality has now yielded

Prolonged field work, even in a small dition by ¢

in less than 3 years the astonishing total

of three species of birds new to science.
which is perhaps a record for any single col-
lecting locality in any part of the world in
the modern esa,.,,The bird was shot by ono of
the Indians within a few hundred yards of the
village in dense forest undergrowth frequont-
ly visited by our miscum personncl," And

the party had already spent 8 months of in-
tensive collecting in the area! Onco again,
the bird was not unknown to the Indians who
called it the "du xau",

Elfin Wood Warblor, Dendroica angolac ~ onec
would not expect that a now specics of bird
would bo found in Puerto Rico, With a human
population density now approaching 320 per
square kr.. 2nd less than 0,4 porcoent of land
area of virgin forost remaining, it was pro-
sumed that knowledge of the distribution of
native land birds was complete, In Soptember
1968, Camorcon and Angola Koplor established
rosidenco in the last remaining forest in
Pucrto Rico, the Sierra do Iuquillo at tho
island's oastorm end, for the purposc of con-~
ducting intensive studies of the Pucrto Rico
Parrot and Puorto Rico Tody, Two consus
routes wero ostablished in Elfin Woodland,

" a distictive forost type confined to the
higher poaks and ridges", Hore they occa-
sionally noticod a warbler of poculiar app-
earance but were unable to identify it bo-
cause of the difficulty of seeing it clearly
in that type of habitat, It was similar to
both the Black and White Warbler, a North
Amorican species, and the Arrow-headed Warb-
lor, a resident species, On 18 May 1971 a
specimen was collocted and it proved to be

a new speciec,

"One immediately wonders {and we havo. boen
asked by mny colleagues) how an avian species
could have escaped detection on an island as
densoly populated, deforested, and roepeatodly
studied by ornithologists as Puerto Rico.,..
The forest receives over one million visitors
annually, many of them enthusiastic bird
watchors in pursuit of local endemics, On
the othor hand, this forest has historieally
been the least known part of Puerto Rico, and
the upper slopss, including,...the E1fin Wood-
land, have romained in virgin condition, The
Elfin Woodland, crowning as it does the high
peaks, is regularly envelopod in cloud and
rain, and is in many places a dense, tangled
thicket that resists efforts to onter it,
Bocause of its remotencss and inhospitablo
character, it has apparently boon negloctod
by past workers, and very few visitors hike

the trails and roads that now enter the forecst,”

"The E1lfin Woods Warbler itself is diffi-
cult to see, and is nowhere a common bird,
Its black and white or greenish plumge is
inconsplcuous among tho twisted veget’ii-n,
and it habitually frequents the densest parts
of the canopy, particularly those thickots
where vines entangle the crowns, binding it
into a dense, dark mat,"

Other species or subspecies of warblers ha+-
been na med in honor of Adelaide, Francesea,
Grace, Karleno, Laura, lucy, Margaret and
Virginia, Tt was only fitting that the tra-
ontinued as it was Angola Kay who
was its co-discoverer and who found the in-
dividual that became the first collocted
specime n,

(To be continued in next Newsletter)....



