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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
Monday, Feb. 20: Regular meeting of the TPAS at 7:30 p.m, at the Garden Center. The pro-

gram will be given by Mr. Jim Jordan whose topic will be "Amarillo Water
Pollution Control and Water Conservation"”, Tha‘'talk will be accompanicd
by slidos, and Mr, Jordan will spond some timo talking of our local wator
quality in tho light of rocont national publicity Amarillo has rocoived,
Tho spoakor will bo opon to questions aftor his prosontation,

NikW OFFLCERS ELECTED:

At our Annual mooting on January 17, tho following peoplo Wworo elocted to sorvo as officors
of the Texas Panhandlo Audubon Society for the coming yoar:

Prosident - Vera Doason Board of Diroctors - Lynn Spillor
Vien-Prosident - Mary Moyer Nancy Elliott
Socrotary - Rosemary Scott Lowell Lindsay
Treasurer - Armon Mays Bryan Donson
Rocordor - Peggy Acord Bill Holliday
Garden Counclil Ropresontative - Dorothy Harklson Blancho Pollock

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF CUR ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEE:

"I would liko to oxpross my approciation to all the members for their instent and enthu-
sdastic rosponsc whon askod for food and holp, Such assistance makes the difforenco botwoon
a Jjob and an ordoal., Thoso of you who have boen in the samo or similar spot will know
oxactly what I moan! A big 'Thank you' to ovory onoe of you," - Marguerette Emplo

RETURN TO BOSQUE:

For years I had triod to got to Bosquo del Apacho National Wildlife Refuge ncar Socorro,
New Mexico, In late Jamary of 1977, I got thore, briofly, and was ontranced, It was with
groat pleasure I mado a roturn visit in January of 1978 with Rena Ross, Forn Cain and Esthor
¥addill.

A1Y tho way therc was snow along tho roadsides and on tho mountains, It was so cold when
veo ioft home that, in spito of a bright sun, our breaths froze on the inside of the windows
and stayed thero most of tho morning,

We had many raptors along the wholo trip., Marsh Hawks and Red-tailed Hawks wore the most
conmon; but we also had Sharp-shins, Forruginous, Rough-legs, Kestrels, Prairie Falcon, and
both Bald and Golden Eagles,

- We arrived at tho refugo rathor late Friday morning - just in time for the"lato show".

Wo fried to hurry around to the big pond, but thero were too many oxciting things to seo,
hawks, oagles, cranes. gooso, ducks and door, There were only two other cars and tho rofuge
vas quiet, so the deoor camo out oarly, They paid little attention to us as they wandered
out into the croplands, somotimos oven walking through the feed Snow Goose and cranes., Weo
m:st havo seen fifty milo door,

Finally, wo worked our way to tho big pond and parked. Rona-of-the-Sharp~eyc said, "I
soe a Whooping Crano}", and she did, This was a whiteo bird that surprised us, and once
spotted, could bo found at a glance as its large sime stood out like a sore thumb, We watch-
od tho incrediblo tableau bofore us until we wore afraid we would boe locked in for tho
night. Hundreds of birds wore moving with geeso and cranes and blackbirds, theso coming in
and ducls going out, Tho stirring cries of the big birds and the color and movement almost
nesmorized us,

Saturday morning was cold, but not as cold as Friday, We wore later than we meant to bo
roxching the refuge, As wo hurried across to the east side to got the light behind us, I
zaw the Whooper again, Ho was dancing - just about whore he had been the night bofore. A
Yuf fy young Whooper flow low across tho grasses, Cranes and goose were beginning to move
about and we onco moro tried to hurry around to tho big pond, We kept stopping for various
wonders - tho oarly light on the cranos as they landed or flew over us, the doer wandering
in through the fooding goosc and cranes, tho white Whooper dancing and feeding and chasing
the Sandhills and the goose. We stopped to see eagles and hawks and the 10 coldest Killdeors
in 42 counties, Tho flights of goese and cranes and the beauty of the birds as they landod
in the feoeding arcas, all so close, fascinated us,

Wo finally reached tho big pond and argued (pardon me, discussed) the Ross' Goose problom
~ to which we nevor roached a satisfying conclusion.

The wintering sparrows woe hoped to find just were not at Bosque, so aftor watching some
Crissal's Thrashors and somo more hawks, wo decided to see if we could find the Whoopors at
Caballo Resorvoir, Wo started wouth on 125, enjoying the desert, the snow-frosted mount-
ains, and the bluc sky, At Elephant Butto Lake, whore we lunched, tho woather had moderatod
and wo shod a layor, Onc small island was covered with gulls, and a Great Blue Heron crouch-
cd on one end like a dour old man, We onjoyed the whito-crowns, a flirtatious Cardinal,
and even a couple of Jackrabbits,

Lot me issue a word of caution, Now Moxico stato road signs aro more absent that proesont,
s0 memorizc the namos of tho towns in your choson path, We meant to take NM 51 to Caballo
~ we novor did ¥now what happonod to it - tu’t we got on NM 52 which did not have a road
sign in the 10 milos to Engle. Tho road was through wonderful desert country, even cross-
3ng a 1littlo stroam, but it ran out at Englo, a town of about 6 people, a few rundown build-
ings. and 1 school bus, To tho right, a rather rough tronch led ovontually and supposodly
Lo Rineon, while to tho loft it forkod -~ ono said Poligro(danger), the othor said Navzl
iy dmg Range 26 milor . and hero woro our sparyows, all the ones we had missed at Bosquo.



Horo were Brower’s,; Black-throated, Savannah, SagoSparrows, and lots of Lark Buntings.,

After enjoying tho warmth (Rona and Forn said it was hot, I said it was comfortable), and
tho desert with its birds, wo hurried back to Bosque for the evening show, This time thoro
wore 50 cars and 2 doer, but at tho big pond Rena said "I soe the Whoopor", Thore ho was,
big as 1lifo, about whoro ho had beon tho night before, Once sgain we sat savoring the in~
credible sights and sounds around us, the beautiful colors of water birds, grasses, mount-
ains and sky, wondoring at the miraclos of nature, thanking tho refugo people for the wonder-
ful day thoy handlc tho managoment, and praying it will thus bo so, Whon tho gooso woro
caught in tho golden aftorglo, wo rcluctantly left fillod with exaltation over our oxperdonce,

esesP0EEY Acord.,..

BIRD NOTES:
Jan, 4 - Rona Ross had a Grey-hoadod Junco in her yard,

Jan, 8 - Just oast of tho old concossion huilding at Buffalo Lako, Ken Soyffert saw 2
fomale Phrrhloxias, This spocles had rarely been reported in our area, but with tho ap-
pearance of a malo bird in Rona Ross' yard in January of last year, sevoral more have been
seen. Scveral Savannah Sparrows wore also soon on this date, This species has been un-

usually plont*ful in tho northern Panhandle this wintor, Heretofore, winter rocords have
been scarce,

Jan, 9 - The birds of the¢ year, so far, werc the 5 Pino Grosbeaks Vera Deason had in hor
yard. Thoy were observed during the morning, but no one has reported seeing any sinco, Tho
last time this rarc spociecs was soon in our area was during the winter of 1969/70,

Jan, 12 - On a birding trip aldng country roads west of Hollywood Road, Randall Co,, Vora
Deason, Estheor Waddill and Rena Ross observed a Short-eared Owl sitting on the ground in an

open field, Klso on thoir oxcursion, thoy saw many Savannah Sparrows and lark Buntings, and
a Prairioc Falcon.

Jan, 15 - Ken Soyffort had a groat day on tho Hugh Currio ranch and Lake Tanglewood. 54
zpocies wero obsorved in a half-milo square ares, including 8 Bald Eagles (6 immaturos and
2 adults) perched in troos on the lako, 2 Heedsd Mergansors, 300 Common Mergansors, 6 Common
Snlipo, a Greater Yollowlogs, a Northorn Shrike, and & Savannah Sparrows,

Jan. 29 - South Cita Canyon in tho Palo Duro , Randall Co,, held some good birds for Kon
Seyffert, including a Wintor Wron, 2 Hormit Thrushes. and 2 fomale Phrrhuloxias, On the
plains, he obsorvod 30 Lark Buntings, anothor spocies that has been unusually plentiful this
winter, On this samo datc, in town, ho saw a Red-breasted Nuthatch,

Fob, 5 - Forn Cain obsorved a Common Gallinulo on the stilling basin below the dam at lake
Meredith, Hutchinson Co, This is tho first reported observation of this species in the
winter for the Panhandle, Fern roports a large shad die-off around tho lake that has at-
tracted the Bald Eaglos, At Bugboo Canyon on this date, she cbserved 2 adulis and 5 imma-
ture birds, one of the lattor being "brown and white-speckled rather than black and while
like your regular immaturo,”

FROM THE BRAZILLIAN INTERIOR:
Dear Audubon Frionds,

I surely apprecciate rocoiving tho paper. Our P, O. box has changed herc so I should
et you know - just chango these no's, and the rest of the address is the same: Caixm Postal
12-2600, 70000 Brasilia, D,F., Brazil, South America,

I have seon soveral birds that arc in the North American book, such as: Kiskadee and
Tropical Flycatchors, Ani, English Sparrow and Pigoon:, and caracara, There's a sweet 1lltile
s2issortail flycatchor in black and white here, Still looking for hummingbirdsi Have socon
a number of birds besidos! And the flowering trees! ,,.,lucile Fiedler,,..

TO: AUDUBON MEMBERS FROM: DEDE ARMENTROUT ~ National Audubon Society, Southwest Regional
Office,Brownwood, Texas REt GOLDEN EAGLE ATTACK:

The Goldon Eaglo is (or soon will be) undergoing tho greatest political attack since the
hoarings regarding its inclusion in the Eaglo Protection Act in the 2960's,

In addition, thorse is a concerted offort to attack the Golden Eagle, nation-wide, in the
nows media, an organized strategic attack, orchestrated by the Texas Sheop and Goat Raisers'
Association. Tho modia-oriented attack on Golden Eagles has come in the form of a 16-page
supplemant to tho Sunday edition of a San Angelo, Texas, newspaper (San Angelo is the head-
quarters of the Toxas Shoop and Goat Raisors' Association),

Since the National Audubon Society figured prominently in publicity on the recent esagle-
killers' trial in Texas, and since we are quoted and cited several times within the afore-
mentioned San Angelo nows suppleme nt (which is now being circulated nstionwide) it is likely
that Audubon staff quito romote to the southwest may be asked to comment on the issue or on
the validity of ranchers' claims, Consequently, this alert has boen prepared to advise you
of the situatiod n,

In the conter of the supplement are two pages with photographic documentation of a Goldon
Eagle killing a lamb, These photographs are hailed by the publisher, journalist and ranchors
as monumentally significant, offering undisputed proof of depredation.

Here's the catch: +the lamb was tothered to a stake! The ranchers apparently have mis-
understood conservationists and U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service’s claims rogarding eagle
¥:lls, They think wo havo categorically denied the possibility of an cagleo evor taking »



Lemo. when in fact, wo bave claimed that cagle predation on liveslock is geonorally not sif-
n1ilcan§ ------ that sheop in arcas having eagles and in areas lacking cagles show essontially
the same ratos of lamb, mortality, In other words, if eagles are taking lambs, they arc
taking losers; stillborns, sick, injured, abandoned or otherwisc in trouble---lambs that aro
destined to die anyway, k lamb, tothored to a stake, alone and prcbably struggling and bleats
ing, would likoly appear to an ecagloc to bo in trouble,

Further, khroughout theo supplemont the ranchers claimed that ocagle problems, when thoy
accurred, were highly localizod, At several points; throughout the article, thoir "experts"
rocomacnded livo-trapping ocagles in such localized problem areas, Wonetheless, the pub-
lisher recommended in his summary that

.%all of us who sharo in the economy of ranch country should act now to demand
action by the Dopartmont of the Intorior. We would suggest blanket authority
be issued on the roquest of the governor for the killing of eagles on ranchos
that have mogmg lambs, The Department of Intorior should then watch the ocaglo
population ¢losely and suspond such killing should it prove a threat to the
survival of the eaple,”

Copios of the abovo describoed ncwspapor have just been sent to Congress, governors, all
agoencies in Washington which arc romolely related to the ranching industry, and all major
news media organs in all states in which shoep production and Golden Eagles are symmetric,

The sirategically circulated supplomonts are accompanied by a letter from the publisher
ir which he notes that the "real problem is in congress" and that "this is a fino start,”
There can be little dcubt that, beyond pressuring Secretary Andrus for kill permits, tho
ronchers intend to cultivato public sympathy, then attack the legislative protecti on now
offerod to Golden Hagles,

Auvduhon persennel should be awarc of several countors to tho ranchers' claims and the
publisher’s recommmdations:

1. An attack upon a tothored lamb is not represcntative of eagle depradation,
This enimnl, if struggling would likely appear to the eagle to be injured,
#ick or othorwiso in trouble. If still, it would appear abandoned, At best,
the ranchers have documented an caglo taking an apparently injured or aban-
doned lanb. In a reoal situation, rather than a set-up such as this, such a
lomd wanld die anyway. This is not significant cagle depradation.

. Upon checliing with U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service special enforcement agents
In Toxas, end confirm+ing their claims through the U,S, Fish and Wildlife
Service wegional office in Albuquorque, Now Mexico, I have learned that only
ong clalim of oagle depredation had been filed with the U. 5, Fish and Wildlife
Service in 1977. That claim was investigated and determined to be unfounded,
No claim of cagle depredation was evor filed by the ranchers involved in the
Tecont pnglﬂ Xxillors' trial, The ranch on which tho so-called depredation
photos wero taken, jronically oncugh, is tho same ranch (tho Dan Auld Ranch)
over which most of the 109 eaglos were killed as testified to by the helicopter
pilot in the aforemsntioned trial, At the time of this writing (11 January
1978}, ro ¢'ain or complaint has ot Been filed with the U, S, Fish and
Wildliie Sorvice by Dan Auld or hic Toreman (or anyone olse in the county)
regarding ony hﬁgWQ depradation on his ranch (or any other) even though the
photograpas were token o the 23rd of Decembor, 1977. The U, S, Fish and
W4ld1lifo Servico has & mochanism for helping ranchers with depredati on
c¢lairs, The ranchers have chosen to ignore the law and to widely criticize
the system rathor than abtlempt to work within it,

s}

3. Repsatedly, rancher churacter witnosses in tho recent sagle-killers' trial
teook the stand and testifiod urdor oath (under cross-examination) that
eagles weras not a problem in their county, FEven the ranchor/defondent lanny

Leinwebor tostificd that caglos were not enough of a problem to talk about,

L. Real County, Toxas, four men who knew an investigati on was already underway
rogardiig toalr involvement in illogal eaglo-killings, nonetholess conspired
to continue breaking the law, Three of them, along with other unindicted co-
conspirsiors were subscquently responsible for killing 109 emgles, both Golden
and Bald, These - mon, now convicted,,...returned home as heroes, What will
hoppen tc the cagles if the law is rolaxed, or if kill permits are reinitiated?
How many eagles would have been killed if these men had not found it necessasry
to be secrotive and carefil? The holicopter pilot says "at least twice what
we pot.," How many caglos will bo killed by ranchers who have hated cagles
but respocted the law? If the ocagle protection is relaxed, the Golden Eagle
will soon bocciue an endangered species, Some ranchers will see to it,

This series of pictures of a Golden Eagle killing a tethored lamb appeared on the front
page of tho Amarillo CGlobe-Tim-~s ¢n Jan. 9, The overall reaction of the public in our
ares 3y not known tut I suspect it is not too far off from my own, which is one of indig-
ntion at the perpertrator s of this ovent that supposedly proves what Golden Eagles do
d@ith lanbs under natural conditions. The Texas Sheep and Goat Raisors' Assoclation has set
out to cloak with dovels' vTeathers s mapgnificont creature that is struggling to maintain
its very existence in this world against the unsurpassed and number one predator in all
croation, man himself, The basic arrogence of tho campaign is vivid testimony of man's
=i atanag o tho Life around hin.



In the Amarillo Sunday News-Globe of Jan. 22, a letter to the aditor appeared from Alan
Johnson of Sunday Canyon, Sunday Canyon is, as you know, a small cluster of homes built on
ithe rim overlooking the Palo Durc Canyon and where Golden Eagles can often be seen as they
hunt,j0af and frolic in the sky overhead, No doubt Alan has seen these birds and knows
whereof he speaks:

Dear Editor: :

Having read the articlo in the afternoon paper on Monday, Jan, 9 entitled: "Pictures
Prove Rancher's Claims that Bagles Kill lambs", I would like to eXpress my opinlon,

I write not as a rancher of many years and not as a teacher with three PhDs, but simply
as a 16-year-old American who is golng to be affected by the choice people take on the
questi on,

I really can't soc any ‘importanco in tho pictures that were mt in the paper, To me, all
they really meant was that if a lamb was tied up and staked out, an sagle would surely land
on it, kill it, and cat it, Indians used once the same method to cateh eagles so they could
pluck their feathers,

Eagles may not bo tho smartest birds, but their hunting tactics are unsurpassed, If 2an
eagle soss that a lamb is staked down and can't free itself, ' why wouldn't an sagle, fox,
coyote or even a weasol take advantage of the situation and have a free meal? But how many
lambs are steked out and loft completoly helpless when they pasture?

When sheep ranchers first came to this land, I foel sure that there were more oagles and
fower lambs and sheep than there are today, It also seems to me that the ranchors got
along with the eagles when raising sheep, and it was possibly a mesns for survival and not
Just a way of making a living,

Since eagles are such 2 rare sight, and thore is no photographic proof that they actually
kill lambs in the wild, I think it is importanct people realize that the photographs Mr,
Campbell toock prove a minor and perhaps misleading point, Eagles have always been predators;
lambs have always beon proyed upon, Nature does not always act the way we want it to,
Eaglos ate lambs in tho pst, eat lambs now, and will hopefully live long enough to eat
lambs in the future, Why do we want to destroy this animel as if 4t has done something
wrong?

Every American has been able to see cagles, or at least to know that they exist, 1I'm
going to feel pretty sorry if my grandchildren never get to see an eagle, What's going to
nike me feel more sorrowful is when they ask me what happened to them, and I have to say I
helped destroy them,

1 believe that I have fairly looked at both sides, Hopefully the readers of the article

will also loock at both sides and form thoir owm opinions carefully, The cholce is simple:
eagles or no eagles,

In tho Amarillo Globe~Times of Jan, 23, an editorial appeared "Bagle Depredation Claim
Still Unproven," In the Amarillo Daily News of Feb, 2, an article appeared by the director
of the Raptor Presorvatio n Fund in Round Rock, Toxas, J, Shawn Ogburn, Among othor things,
he stated: "There are alternatives to killing raptors, They can be trapped and relocated
or ranchers can be givon tax crodits for stock losses," He criticized Gov, Dolph Briscoe
for ignoring theso altermatives, "The highest estimate numbor of Golden Eagles in Texas
is 40,000, but therc may be as fow as 4,000, This compares with nine million sheep and
goats, The wholo problem has boen blown out of proportion,”,..."Rabbits make up 80 to 90
per cont of an eagle's dict, Documented livestock kills by eagles are very rare."....

"All raptors are protected by federal law, and Texas law protects all of them except Golden
Eagles,"



