THE PRAIRIE HORNED LARK
May, 1978 2206 5, Lipscomb, Amarillo, Texas 79109 Vol, X, No, 5
CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
Monday, May 15: The last meeting of the Texas Panhandle Audubon Society before the summor

recoss will bo this noxt Monday night, May 15, at the Amarillo Garden
Center,

The feature for the evening program will be Mr, Richard DeArment from
Wheoler who will tak with the members about "Insccticides and Their Effect
on Wildlife"., Mr, DeArment is tho Extension Biologist of Region I, which
includes all of Wost Texas, with the Toxas Parks & Wildlife Department.

Ho has had oxtensive exporience with wildlife, and tho problem of insocti-
cides has been ono of his greatest concerns, He has boen with the Depart-
ment for 25 years, and is vory familiar with tho Panhandlo arca,

Tho curront bird talk will be given by Mrs., Grady Fox, one of the most
oxporionced mombers of the Audubon Socioty,

Mrs. Joo Deason will preside at the businoss meeting, and she urgos any-
onc who 1s intorcstod in the subject of the program to fecl froe to attond
this mooting at 7:30 in the evening at the Garden Centor,

Mr. & Mrs, Goorge Ross will be hosts for the meeting,

Sunday, July 16: Wolf Croek Park, Ochiltrec Park - meet at 8:00 a, m. This park is

locatod southeast of Perryton off Highway 83. On the highway map, Wolf
Crcek is shown,

ONE OF THE SPECIAL PLACES:

Once in awhile, wo stumble onto ono of those very special places, often close to home,
Always unexpected, thoy are therofore expecially delightful,

Watching the Prairio Chickens danco is special in its own right, There is magic and ox-
hilration in sunrise acrosss the sandhills with tho soft colors of the morning, the scont
of sage on the wind, and the awakening sounds of birds or the yip of a coyote - very heady
stuff, this,

Dick DeArment told us the sandhills are spocial and we came to believe him, Thore arc
ponds in tho sandhills, crocks and lakes, and bogs and a myriad of things interproted by
Dick's oye and knowledgo of the arca, He showod us plants of tho aroa: which ones hold
soil, which ones aro bost food; we saw boaver houses, ibis, herons, migrating swallows, and
many nice things,

On one grassland wo talked of controlled burning, sunflower plantings, the benefit of
shelter belts, shin oak, sumac and Oh, so many things and phases of nature. Cows love our
oid gourd, birds love marijuana, deor browse certain shrubs as far as they can reach,

On one ranch wec went to sce a horonry, Thore is a line of huge old cottonwoods in a
little valley along an undorground stroam. As we approached,the herons flew up and cirecled
the grove, Way up on the highost branches of the biggest tree we could see a cluster of
three nests, One old heron sat tight with the light sliding along her yollow bill, We
thought her eggs worc likoly about to hatch as she sat so tight. Putting the scope on the
nests, we were amazed to see that the outside nest were heron nest and the middle one con-
tained two white, wooly young Rod-tailed Hawks, Can't you imagine those three cold-eyed
mothers glaring at cach othor just foot apart at the top of their world?

The Ston Ranch really intrigued us. This is a special place. The creck bolow the old
house area is in a little valley in the sandhills, The ponds aro coverod with pink wator-
lillies, wild Turkoys scramble up the hillsides, cress covers the stream, and here is a bog,
Bogs are not common in the Panhandle, but there are more than one would suspect, and the
bogs at Stein's aroc vory lovely. 1In the bright spring grass, violets are scattered, catkins
are out on willows and oaks, and the wind sings through the cottonwoods, The bog is sovoral
feet agove the stream, and tho dunes are stabilized with grasses, Where wildfiro cut up
the valley, the now growth is lush and mutritious, while the unburned area is so covercd
with heavy dry grass that little growth can push up through it, Bog-hopping is a messy but
dolightful” cccupation,

Wo all thanked Dick for sharing his great knowledge and love of the sandhills with us,
and for showing us a special place,

e s s Poggy Acord,,..

CONFRONTING THE EMPIDONAXS

Idontification of Empidonax FLYCATCHors roprosents onc of the most complex problems of
field ornithology., Apart from idontification by song and habitat on the breeding grounds,
field identification of tho gomus is an uncortain thing; verificatlon by collecting is the
only positive ldentification, ono not available to us as field observers, Obseorvations of
Empidonaces on tho breeding grounds by Carol Hack shows that the plumsge of tho Dusky varies
evon among & handful of pairs which nest in one aspon grove,

Navertheless, Jon Dunn has roported a breakthrough in an article in "The WQstern Tanagor "
published by the Los Anpolos Audubon Society. Trapping ompidonaces, keying them out in the
hand, and then relecasing them and observing their field characteristics has developed somo
field marks usable for soparating the spoecles, Guy MeCaskio, Pierre Devillers, and Dave
DeSante have contributed the following data about idontifying members of this difficult genus,
This information still doos not permit identification of every Empidonax; however, it im



proves immeasurably out ability to identify some of them., It is essential that overy
observer exercisc extreme caution bofore wmaking any Empid identification, Dunn desdribes
the following information as "not so mich to supply a definitive solution to the dilemma as
to sorve as an exploration of the problems to be encountered in confronting this frustra-
ting and challenging gonus,"

Phillips, in Birds of Arizona, says, regarding this porplexing genus, that all look very
much alike, Most migrato south before the pre-basic molt, which means that they look even
more alike in the fall, duo to wear and fading, than in the spring.

The information wo prosont horo makes identification both hardor and easie r; for instance,
a yollow Empid is not automatically a Western, particularly in the fall,

Many of tho diffcrontiating marks arc of a subtle nature--and since thoso marks are ofton

variable, it is gonerally imperative to take into account a combination of characters boforo
arriving at a conclusion as to spocies.

WESTERN FLYCATCHER ~ Empidonax difficillis

Behavior ~ Quito distinetive, Actively flicks its wings while flicking its tail upward,
Only Wostorn and Hammond's flick both wings and tail at onco.
Call Notos ~ Diapgnostie, onco learnods
A whistlod, up-slurrod "su-wheot", commonly givon on the breeding
grounds and routinoly in migration (unlike othor Empids),
A soft, White-crowned Sparrow-like "peot", very unlike the ™wit" notes
givon by any other Empids,
Plumage - Ovorall shapo:’ largo-headod and short-tailed,
Largely yellow underparts (shading to olive on the sidos),
Fairly pgroonish back color,
Yellow throat.,

Some fall birds are vory drab, lacking almost all traces of yellow on the underparts, In
dealing with these birds; the most useful character is the bill, which is proportionately
mich longer and wider than that of othor similarly-sized Emplds. Also, when viowed fron
undorncath (the usual position), tho bright orange mandible should sorve to identify it.

HAMMOND'S FLYCATCHER - Empidonax hammondi

Behavior - Like tho Wostorn, Hammond®'s flicks its wings whilo flicking its tail upward,
with some frequency,

Call Notes-The characteristic soft "wit" note of most Empids,
A picreing "peoek" note, doeseribod as rosombling the call of the Pygmy Nuthatch,

Plumage - Ovorall shapes large-hcaded and short-tailod (like Western).
Undorparts premont a "vosted" appearance, a result of contrast with darker
sidos and Tlanks with palor belly, (This pattern is rominiscent of that of

the 0live~sided Flycatcher or Wostern Wood Peweo. although hore it is less
distinect, )

Only slight olive tinge on back,

Head always appoars very gray, with a contrasting, white eye ring, (Disrogard
illustration in Robbin's Birds of North Amerisa"”, which shows a distinct rusty
tinge to cap and back,)

Very thin and short bill, when compared with Wostern, When viewed from the

side, the lower mandible appears primarily dark, rather than bright orange like
the Wostern,

little contrast between outer tail roctrices and rest of tail,

Some fall irmmatures can be quiic yellowish bolow; in fact, thoy can ofton be considerably
brighter than somo drab Westeorn individuals, Despite their brightness, however, these
immature Hammond's display thoir "vested" appearance--though now the contrast is one of
dark olive with yellow, In addition, these birds invariably display a grayish throat,

DUSKY FIYCATCHER - Empidonax oberholseri
Behav ior- Flicks only its tail upwards, and then only occasionally,
Call Notes~The charactoristic soft "wit" note,
Plumage - Tail lenger than Hammond's, lending it a longer appearance overall,
Undorparts uniformly palo, largely lacking the vested appearance of Hammond'’s,
Somotimos (liko Hammond's) it shows very palo yollow on bolly and undor tail
coverts,
Palor-hcadod than Hammond's, particularly in the cheek area,
Bill largor than Hammond's, approaching length of the bill of the Westorn,
Outer wobs of roctrices distinctly edged with grayish-white, (In Hammond's, a
loss contrasty, drabber, gray shade,)
Immatures are slightly brightor than adults, but nono (of Dunn's observations) ovon ncarly

approach tho brightncss of an immature Hammond's, You can assume that a very bright bind
encountered in the fall is not a Dusky.

LEAST FLYCATCHER ~ Empidonax minimus
Behavior - Vigorously flips its tail upgard, but seldem flicks its wings.
Call Noto -A loud "whit", rosombling tho call of the Audubon's Warbler,
Song: a shortly snapped ery, "Che-bek" (accent on last s@lable), very emphatic,
Prequontly givon during migration.
Flumage - Overall shapo: big-headed and short-tailed, like Hammond's.




Undorparts have a whitoer appearance than Hammond's,
Breoast: sides have only a slight grayish cast, giving it only a faint horizon-
tal band, in contrast to the "vestoed" appearance of Hammond's,

Lowor belly and undertail covorts a very pale yellow (ofton appearing whito on
some birds, )

Head slightly paler gray than Hammond's.

Bold oyo ring and slight greenish cast to back, like Hammond's,

Bill, although short like Hammond's, reveals a wider baso when viewod from
undornoathe~giging it almost a triangular shape,

Bolder whitc wing bars, tercials, and cdgings to the wings. Back ground color
of wing is of a darkor shadc than Hammond's, which furthe r emphasizos tho
contrast,

Tail, a uniform shado, lacking pale grayish edge of Hammond's,

WILLOW FLYCATCHER - Empidonax trailli

Behmvior - Consistontly flicks its tail upward,

Call Notes-Call, "whit", like other Empids, possibly a bit louder.
Song, an omphatic "fitz-bow", often heard during spring migration,

Plumage - lacks a distinctive cye ring (although it may have a vory faint one),
Hoad and face a fairly uniform brownigh-olive, which further acecentuates tho
lack of an oye ring,
Shape: head proportionate smaller and rounder than all other Bmpids, except
Gray, . .
Throat whiter than other Empids, cxcept Least,
Bill longer and wider than Hammond's and Dusky and Least,

GRAY FLYCATCHER _ Empidonax wrightii

Bohavior - Drops tail downward (without a wing flick), Although 1t will occasionally
begin to raise its tail upward, no other U, 5, Empid flicks its tail down,

Call Notos-Typical soft "wit", like other Empids,

Plumage - Largest Empid, Smallor-hoaded and rounder~headed than Dusky or Hammond's,
Back grayish, lacking olive or grecenish tones of Dusky of Hammond's,
Face mich palor than Dusky, with whitish cye ring contrasting less distinctly
with the rost of the head,
Bill slightly longer than Dusky (and much longer than Hammond's). Base of
lowor mandible is a distinet pinkish,
Tail: slightly longer than Dusky, Outer webs of outer rectrices consplicucusly

odgod with white, contrasting even more sharply with the rest of the tail than
onn Dusky,

Most immatures have a pale suffusion of yellow on the belly.
svssfrom the Colorado Field Ornithologists.,.,

BIRD NOTES:
April 15 - In McBride Canyon, Darry Zimmor observed a Black & White Warbler, Off Alibatos

he had 100 Whito-faced Ibis, Franklin's Gulls and the Water Pipit, In her
yard in town, Rona Ross reported a Black-chinned Hummingbird,

April 16 - At Caprocks Canyon SP, Ken Soyffort had an Osprey. The most memorablo animal
of the day was secen whon ho arose from a mid-afternoon nap in a shaded grove
and found a 23' rattlesnake coiled a few inchos from his hoad, No more naps!

April 19 - Barry Zimmor flushod a Poor-will in Memorial Park Cemetery,

April 20 - While driving betwoen Panhandle and White Deer, Rena Ross observed 30 Swainson's
Hawks,
April 23 - Peggy Acord and Rona Ross obsorvod a Hornod Grebe at Lake Tanglewood, On this

samc datc, Kon Soyffort rccorded 65 species of birds on the Hugh Curric Ranch,
including a Worm-cating Warbler, Black & White Warbler, and 2 Swamp Sparrows
{(one of them singing),

April 24 - While driving in the Lakeside Road arca, Rena Ross observed 24 Swainson's
Hawks and 9 Long-billed Curlew, In her backyard, she listened to a singing
Whito-throated Sparrow,

April 29 - At the Palo Dure Club, Esther Waddill reported a Tonnessee Warbler and Carolina
Chickadece, In Memorial Park Cemetery, she observed a Black & White Warbler
and Chestnut-sided Warbler, Another Black & White Warbler was seen at their
homo ncar Canyon by Naney and Ed Elliott, In McBride Canyon, Barry Zimmer
saw a Roso-breasted Grosbeak,

April 30 - In the Christian Church Camp in S, Ceta Canyon, the field grip obsorvers
(Peggy Acord, Forn Cain, Nancy and Ed Elliott, Rosomary Scott, Ken Seyffert,
and Barry Zimmer) observed such good birds as a very unexpected Great Egrot,
a Black & Whitc Warbler, and two Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, 4 species werc soon,

May 1 - Ken Scyffort roported tho following interesting species from Buffalo Lake:
Long-cared Owl, Townsond's Warbler, Wood Thrush, gnd Groen-tailed Towheo.




May 3 - After chasing thoe bird up and down the ecreek in Palo Duro Canyon SP for a long
time, Ken Soyffert finally concluded he was seeing a melanistic Broad-wingod
Hawk, This was following the morning snow storm! Also seen was a Warbling
Vireo and Black-headed Grosbeak,

May 4 ~ In MeBride Canyon, Ken Soyffert observed a Black-throated Green Warbler and a
malo Baltimoro Oriole, Off Alibates, he reported 2 Black-bellied Plover, 6
Willets, 2 Marbled Godwits, and a Black-necked Stilt,

May 5 - At Lako Theo in Caprocks Canyon SP, Ken Seyffert found an American Bittern, 11
White~facod Ibis, and 2 Pectoral Sandpipers.

EIRDING ON ONE'S (WN IN BRAZIL:

The following excorpt from a lotter of lucile Fiedler's, one of our mombers now living in
Brazil, is illustrativo of tho adventures awaiting a birder in a strange land:

"When I arrived here, folks told me I wouldn't see many birds, and hardly anyone knew the
names of the flora or fauna around here. On my own, I have taken notes on over 50 spocios
of birds now, and have prossed many flowors as well as collected a few colorful moths,
and quartz crystals arc to bo found everywhoro, it scoms, Finally, I found somcono who had
a couplo of fascinating rocords of Brazilian birds; one with thoir songs "accompanying"
orchestration, by Johan Dalgas Frisch; one with their songs with part commentary....Thon
another "break-through" camo yesterday,

"I was taking a little walk not far from the compound and found a place where some flowor-
ing shrubs vwerc in bloom and found mysolf in a hummingbird paradisc! Beautiful] Farthor
along tho way I spotted some flycatchers and some gray-headod, red-brown doves, ote, I
was scanning tho arca for othor birds with my binix whon this lady drove up, (I was just
outside the wall of hor placo). We talked (good way to loarn Portuguese in a hurry! k've
had 5 formal lessons, so far!) She invited mo in and wo talked about tho compound and sho
know some folks thorc and wo got around to birds again, Sho had a book! It startod to
rain "cats and dogs", so wo wont through the whole book, I learnod a lot of Portuguocsc,
alot about birds, and gol acquainted with a lovely laiy, She lent mo the bock and wants mc
to visit her often. How delighted I am with this!

"I have sean a mockingbird-type hird heroj 2 small glossy black bird that flles up into
the air, sings its song am! lights again and then repoats the "act"; a pair of groen parrots
with long tails; a large black and white crow-like bird; cute littlo wren with a brilliant
songy ;woodpockers; an ostruck-like bird, but small; beautiful rich blue ono with a black
throat; sparrow hawks and owls; small, finch-like bird with bright red bill and ayo stroak
and reddish breast (tho "bico-de-lacro"); swallows; whipporwill-type; swift-typo; to namo a
few-~-and they are in this book! Veory interosting with write-up for ocach bird, It's callod
"Aves" and doesn't have a title pago or an author - only "M E C" which maybe means its a
compllation by sevoral individuals,

"If you aro acquanitod with any publication on plants and/or birds, I'd bo happy to have
the information,”

BIG DAY CUUNT: .

Sunday, May 14: - Dawn to dark count in which we idontify as many specios of birds in
Pottor and Randall Countios as woe possibly can, The 3 group loaders will
be Forn Cain, Poggy Acord.and Ken Scyffert., Forn Cain will be in chargoe
of thc northorn Potter Co, area, taking in all the good birding spots in
tho westorn lLake Meorodith scctions, Pegegy Acord will be covoring the
parks and comctories in town and tho Elysian Fields and ncarby areas in
the morning and will join Kon Soyffert in the aftornoon to covor the lako
Tanglowood arca, Kon will cover Buffalo Lake NWR in the morning, We nood
a party to cover tho Palo Duro Canyon and/or Ce --- Glen, Any voluntcors?
Bring tho results of your counts to the meeting on Monday night and we
will compile the total 1list,



