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The Texas Panhandle Audubon Society will have a rare treat this month in hearing of some
of the work being done by one branch of the Society. Mr., Tom Wood, a former Amarillean and
now Chief Naturalist with tho Ft, Worth Nature Center and Refuge, attended tho Western Audu-
bon Nature Camp this past summer and will present the program, The camp is loeated in the
ruggod hills of Wyoming and is composed of two woek sossions during the summer and is prine-
i pally for people working with environmental programs, Mr, Wood is the scn of Mr, and Mrs,
R. E, Wocd of Amarillo,

Wade Chewning will give the bird talk on some new bird obsorvation holps.

Mrs, Joe Deason will proside at the business session, which will also include reports
from varlous committeos,

The meeting will be held at the Amarillo Gardon Center on Monday, Octobor 16 at 7:30 in
the ovoning, and is opon to any intorestod people in the area.

NANCY AND ED'S PERU TRIP -~ A GLIMPSE OF ONE OF THE DAYS:

Tuesday, July 25: Wo took a large motor cruiser to the Ballestras Islands off the coast
of Peru, These islands are in the cold Humbolt current in which anchovies live, which
bring thousands of sea birds to feed, nest, and leave guano, which the Peruvians havo
gathored for centurios for fertilizor., In the early 60's there werc an estimated 25 million
guano birds on these islands. lator in the 60°s, a warm current czlled El Nino dropped
dovn into this area from the equator, The fish went somewhere else and so did the birds,
The bird population went down to approximately 2 million. The cold currents are returning
and they believe dhe fish and birds will too. On the way to the islands, we went by the
Candelabra which was otchod into the c¢liffs by some ancient civilization, On the islandn
wo saw colonies of sea lions, the Humbolt penquin, brown pelicans, Peruvian booby, neo-
iropie,; Guanay, and rod-legged cormorants, Osprey, band-tailed. kelp, and gray gulls, ard
terns. The morning was warm and sunny for this enjcyable excurnion, Wo returned to the
hotel happy and a littlo sunburned.

In the aftorncon we took tho bus to the Paracas National Park, This is mostly onormous
harren hills surrounding the coast and some very pretty lakes. We saw the blackish oyster-
catcher and finally, the Andian Condor. All of the somthwest of Poru is in the great Ata-
vama Desert-~one of tho driest placos on the globo, On Paracas poninsula no rain has ever
been rocorded. Thore isn't any vegetation oxcept in the valleys where rivers flow from tho
Andors, K11 of theso valloys are farmed intensively ucing anclent irrigation systems, Oc-
ca:lonally there is a spring or wel 1 in the desert and the area around it is an ocasis in
ithe midst of barren land. The cold Humbolt current wrings the moisture from the c¢louds on
the west coast, Morc clouds aro formed in the high andes which run down the center of the
country, and rain falls on tho ocastorn third and makes jungles. I heard the word incrediblo

‘a dozen times and we havon't been to incredible yet, Aftor the Condor, we drove to the
Pisco marsh--a drainago basin for one of the river valleys., Vory gocd birding here. The
1ost spoctacular bird wo saw was the Greater Red-breaczted Meadowlark--a beautiful sight.
Also saw the yellowish pippit. plovers, teals, white-checked pintain. and many others.

,s-o.Nandy and Ed Elliott....

A PRCIAL PIACE -~ PART Il

The unexpected nooks and crannies of the Panhandle no icnger curprise mo, but they still
delight me,

If you look at tho upper tiors of Panhandle countios, about from I-40 north, you see alot
of open spaces, BEven on a more dotailed county map, thore are few rcads shown, From the
highways we see mostly rolling hills, cither of sand or gravel, dotted wity yucea and
mesquite and with a fow cattle grazing on the prairie grasses, Such an area supports the
i% sections of the Duncan Ranch in Hutchinson and Roberts Counties about 16 miles north of
Skellytown, Back from the road in a cluster of large coitonwoods are the houses and barns.
Bohind the yard is a stabilized dunoe covered with wild plums and grapevines,

Tn the forty years tho Duncans havo ownod the ranch, many changes havo taken place, and
the telling is fascinating, To seec a working ranch where no polcons are used on a land @hat
ig used strictly for grazing. is a ireat,

White Deer Croeck runs through the valley which is fiiled with grassy areas, a small. lake,
hugh cottonwoods, low boggy areas, large sunflowers, fiolds,and clumps of hackberry troees,
Low masses of skunk bush and safebrush fill some areas, and over wvery thing grow grapevincs,

Birds were abundant and varied. Wo saw 50 species, many common and expected., Many bixds
were migrating, such as the troe full of Yollow-tumped Warbiors, Wo say Jays and chickadeos,
kinglets and bluebirds, flickors and hawks, Astonishing indoed was the Whhp-poor-will wo
heard singing near the house at dusk Saturday evening, just as the Screech Owl announced
nightfall, Amazing worc tho 30 Pinon Jays, Scrub Jays, immature male Scarlot Tanager, and
the Spragues' Pipit. This bird which we found near a grassy, boggy area, 1s rarely seon
but probably greatly ovorlooked bird,

We had a walk at dusk, antt after dusk walk, a sunrise walk, a rain walk, and a Grand
Canyon walk,

Wo played with the puppies, sharoed lunch with the dogs, patted the horses, oxclaimed over
the goats, and admired the tulls. Wo werc sorry to miss Petunia,; the pig who thinks sho's
a dog,

How can we forget Dr, Duncan sharing his dis covory of a ccarab boetle with lice, or chas-
“eg Sireddie” frogs from the roidway bofore they goh run over - or disemssing art and



atmospheric phenoma with Estelle,
It's a pleasure to visit people who carc about the land and are interested in the whole

environment., With gonial hosts, stimilating convorsation, and superb surroundings, it was
a finc week-end,

Don't you wish you had beon therao?
Thank you Dr, and Mrs, Duncan!
««sPoggy Acord,,.,

BIRD NCOTES:

August 26 - Barry Zimmor found = doad immature Virginia's Warbler in his back yard in town,

It is interesting to noto that all previous reported sightings of this species in the Fall
have been in Augu st,

Sept, 10 ~ on a trip to Buffalo Lako NWR, Peggy Acord and XKen Seyffert found 62 species of
birds, ineluding 15 Cattle Egrots, 2 White Pclicans, 4 Greon Herons, 50 Swainson's Hawks,
£6 Black-necked Stilts, and 1000+ Treo Swallows,

Sept., 16 - hearing unusual bird calls, Barry Zimmor stopped into his backyard and found 150
Pinon Jays circling high overhead, He watched them for nearly fivo minutes as they continu-
ed cireling and ealling loudly befors moving out of sight to the southwest,

Sept. 17 - some intoresting-observations were made this day at Buffalo Lake Nwr by Ken Sey-
ffert ---2 White Policans, a Sora, 7 Black-nocked Stilts, 700+ Yellow-hoaded Blackbirds, a

a Dickciscel, and a Bobeat that came charging aut of a clump of smartweed near the water's
edgo,

Sept, 18 -~ on this day Barry Zimmor had somo good observations at Buffalo Lako NWR, includ-
ing a Cattle Egrot, 2 Townsond's Warblers, a Northern Waterthrush, a Bell's Vireo, a Greoon-
tailed Towhee, a Wostem Tanagor, and 55 Wilson's Warblers,

Sept. 21, 23 & 24 -~ Orilla Bryant reported a female Westorn Tanager in her yard in Miami,
Roberts County,

Sept. 23 ~ the Elliotts arc ovidently on tho intorstate fiyway of the Golden-winged Warblor
as Nancy and Ed once again roported one near their homo southwest of Canyon, This is tho
first reported Fall sighting of this species. Mary Moyer made the first reported sighting =
of the Cedar Waxwing; two were at her home in town, This is an early date,

Sept. 23 - this was a2 memorablo day for Kon Soyffert at Beffalo lake NWR, For 30 minutes
or more he watched a malo Scott’s Oriole as it perched in the trees near the old duck band-
ing pens on the southwost side of the lake, This is the first reported sighting of the
species in the Panhandlo, Also seen this day - a Double-crested Cormorant, 2 Cattle Egrets,
the first Ferruginous Hawk of tho season, 5 Black-nekked Stilts, and & Groeen-tailed Towhoo,

Sept, 2% - in tho above article ontitle "A Special Place", Peggy Acord reports on the unususal
obzervations made on the Duncan ranch in southweastern Hutehinson Co, The group of obsor-
vers were Dr, Frank and Estelle Duncan, Poggy Acord, Rosemary Scott, and Ken Seyffert, Tho
good birds seen wero tho 5 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 1 Coopor's Hawk, Whip-poor-will (heard),

30 Pinon Jays, 1 Sprague's Pipit, and immatume malok Scarlet Tanager,

Bet{ 1 - Barry Zimmer and Kon Soyffort spent the morning at Buffalo Lake NWR and found

some inter esting birds, including 2 Whito Pelicans, a Double-crested Cormorant, an Amewican
Bittern, 6 Sharp-shinned Hawks. 2 Cooper's Hawks, 5 Semi-palmated Plover, 24 Northern Phala-
ropes, a Barn Owl; and a single, very lonescme looking Pinon Jay,

Oct. 5 - on this datc Larry Wynn roported a very unusual congregation of 40 CattleEgrets at
Buffalo Lake NWR, This is tho largest number reported at one time in ocur area, During
the last week of 3eptember, he cbsorved a Peregrine Falcon on the refuge, It has been
several years sincc this specios has booen roported,

FIiELD TRIP:
Wheelor County ~ Sunday, Oct, 22, 2:30 p.m. ~ meet at the Courthouse Squaro in Wheeler,
Dick DeArmient will be the group leader,



