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CHRISTMAS COUNT DATES:
Dec. 16(Saturday): PBuffalo Lake NWR - meot at headquarters at 8:00 a,m.
Dec, 17(Sunday): Amarillo(Palo Duro Canyon/Lake Tanglewood) - meet at entrance to Palo
Duro Canyon SP at 8:00 a,m,
Dec, 19(Tuesday): Quitagque - moot at entrance to Caprock Canyons SP(Lake Theo) at §:00
a,m,
Doc. 21(Thursday): Arnott, Okla. - meot at the Circle C roestaurant in Arnett at 7:00 a,.m,
Dec, 23(Saturday): Lake Moredith(west) ~ meet at Natiional Parks HQ in Fritch at 7:+30 a.m.
Dec, 30(Saturday): ZLako Moredith(oast) - meoct at National Park HQ in Fritch at 7¢30 a .
Jan, 1(Monday): Black Mesa, Okla - meot at the Longhorn Motel in Boise City the n.git
beforo count,

ATRBORNE HUNTING PERMIT APPROVAL:
Toxas Parks & Wildlife Dopartment has issued an airborne hunting permit as of Oect, 30, 1978

to allow a2 company callod C.H.R, Helicopter, Ine. {out of Uvalde, Texas) to hunt predators
from the air,

The President of C.H.R,is Clay Hunt, the same man who was president of South Texas Heli-
copter Sorvice (the company which plod guilty to eagle killing and conspiracy to violate
the Airborne Hunting Act and the Eagle Protaction Aet),

Frank James, Vice-Prosidont of the company, admitted (in a deposition to Federal Agonis)
killing eaglos from the air in Now Mexico,

Kenneth Nunley, Treasursr of the company, was the lauyer who represented South Texas Holi-
copter Service when they pled guilty,

Texas Parks & Wildlifo was aware of all of these links and nonetholess falt they "couif
not deny” the permit!

This raises strong questions as to whether Texas Parks & Wildlife Department is a resporsi -
ble agency for overseeing the = irbrrne hunting program. '

Lottors are urged to the following:

Ted Clark, Diroctor John Hill Secretary Cecil Andrus
Wildlife Division Attorney General Department of the Interior
Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept, State Capitol Interior Building

4200 Smith School Road 100 E. 11th St, Washington, D, C, 20240
Austin, Texas 78744 , Austin, Texas 78702

Your Congressmon Editors of your nowspapers

NEW CHECK LIST FUBLISHED: ,
An updated check list of the "Hirds of the Texas South Plains" has beeon published covering
15 counties in tho Iubbock area (Bailoy, Cochian, Crosby, Dickens, Floyd, Garza, Hale,
Hockley, Kent, Lamb, Lubbock, Lynn, Motley, Terry and Yoakum), It was compiled by Kelly
Himmel and is done in tho very informative graph format. Coples are available from the
Llano Estacado Audubon Society, Box 3603, Iubbock, Texas 79450 at 25¢ eash ar 5 for $1.00.

BIRD NOTIES:

Sapt, 15 - A truly exciting obsorvation was made by Max Traweek on this date, A ranche-
had reported a black swan on a stock tank locatod northwest of Vega, Oldham Co,.
and sure onough, that's what 4t was, an Australian Black Swka! On the following
Tuesday morning, Sept, 19, while chackung out a minor watorfowl die--off in Parmo:.
and Castro Cos., he oncountered the bird again, this time on a playa., When last

seen it was winging its way south, undoubtedly confusing and exciting mary
people along its route to whercover it wes going, This was very likely an
oxdapee or introduced bird. Also secen by Max on Sept. 15 in Parmer Co. was a
Long-billed Marsh Wren, a very carly datle,

Oct, 7 - Barry Zimmer and Kon Soyffert roported several interesting specios on the Hugh
Currie Ranch ncar lake Tanglowood - an Osprey; 2 late immaturce Red-headed Wood-
pecker; the first bluecbird specios of the scason (somn flying ata distance; a
male Lessor Goldfinch. KS had Chimey Swifts {lying over his house in tcwn,

Four poople showed up for the ficld trip at Buifalo Lake NWR - Peggy Acord,
Nancy Elliott, Kon Seyffort and Baryy Zimmer, It was a warm, sunny afternoon
with a modorato southerly wind, and 47 specles were observed,including: 2 White
Pelicans: 2 Doublo~erested Cormorants; 4 Cattle Egrots; 1| Snowy Bgrot: i Ancrican
Bittern; 4 Poctoral Sandpipers; 200+ Long-billed Dowilchers; 10 Stilt Sandpipers;
1 Townsoend's Solitairoe. The dowiichers worse guite exeiting as small groups of
them flashod by with great speed a few foeot above tho heads of the birders,
flying south, A suddon, unoxpected rush of air through wings, and then they
were gonge,

Oct. 9 - Barry Zimmor roported the only Sanderlings of the season - 3 at Buffalo Lake NWE,




Oct. 15 - Barry Zimmor and Ken Soyffort spent the morning at Lake Moredith. Slogging
through tho mud and wasing tho river off Alibates, they observed 9 White Pelicans
on tho water and a Double-crested Cormorant flying, McBride Canyon was quiot

save for 2 Hairy Woodpockers, though 50+ Mountain Bluobirds were seen on the

flats approaching the canyon,

Esther Waddill turned up with the best bird of the season, so far, She observed
a Stellor's Jay in her yard in town moving with a group of Blue Jays, It has

beon soveral yecars since this species has been roeported in our area, Also seoon
this day by Tholma Fox was a Pinyon Jay and Rod-breasted Nuthatch, With the
Steller's Jay, sovoral roports of Pinyon Jays, and many sightings of Scrub Jays,
it may tum out to be an intoresting winter. The last time a similar situation
prevailed, we also had Clark's Nuterackers in town and sur rounding areas., Every-

body keep a sharp watch!

Oct, 22 - Though few birds were soon, the group that gathered at Wheeler were given anothor
grand tour of the area by that intrepid field man, Dick DeArment. The day began
clear and warm, but by aftornoon the wind was kicking up and before tho field
trip was over the wind was roaring out of the north, the cluds had moved in. and

the temperature was dropping rapidly,

We got into excellent birding habitat but

evorything was, as Uncle Remus said, "iayin®' low", Birds were pushed out of our
minds, however, as Dick shared with us nis vast knowledge of the plants of the
area and their uses - but ho didn't have to tell us what to do with the pears wa
found growing in treos at the odge of a pasture!

Oct. 29 ~ Ten members of the Llano Estacado Audubon Society{Lubbock) and six members of
the Texas Panhandle Audubon Society met at the Buf falo Lake NWR and had a wonder-
ful field trip, The following is a 1list of the birds seen:

Hornod Grobo(2)
Bared Grobo
Westorn Grobo(2)
Pied~billed Grebe
Doublo-crestod Cormorant(9)
Great Blue Heron
Mallard

Gadwall

Pintaidh
Green-winged Teal
American Wigoon
Northern Shoveler
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Canvashack

Lessor Scaup
Bufflehoad

Ruddy Duck
Sharp--shinned Hawk
Marsh Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Amorican Kostrel
Bobwhite

American Coot
Killdeor

Common Snipe
Groater Yollowlogs
Lessor Yollowlegs

"peepsﬂ
Long~billed Dowltcher

© American Avocet

Ring-billod Gull
Franklin's Gull
Great Horned Owl
Common Flicker
Ladder-backed Woodpecker
Horned lark

Bine Jay

Rock Wren

Brown Thrasher

Wood Thrush(1)
Hermit Thrush
Ruby~crowned Kinglet
Loggerhead Shrike
Starling

Western Meadowlark
Red-winged Blackbird
Brown-headod Cowbird
American Goldfinch
Rufous-sided Towhee
Vesper Sparrow
Dark~eyed Junco
Field Sparrow
Whito-crowned Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Nov. 5 - At Caprock Canyons SP; Briscoo Co., Ken Seyffert found a Double-crosted Cormoranus

on Lake Thoo, and w Winter Wren,

Near the park he found 2 lingering Yellow-

headed Blackbirds, and a vory late White-faced Tbis.
Nov., 7 - Two vory lato Nashvillo Warblers in Mary Moyer’s yard in town.

LEGAL PRECEDENT AIDS REFUGES:

A lawsuit won by Dofondors of Wildlifo during the summer in United States Supre Court in
Washingtoni, D,C., has sot a procedent of majoy importance to sound manggement of the
National Wildlife Refuge System. In languago so clar it left no room for doubt, the court
deelared that the purpose of the National Wildlife Refuges is to protect migratory birds --
including the nongame as woll as the gamo spocies -~ and that any secondary use which intor-

fores with this purpose is illegal,

The specific case at issue involved the Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Nevada, Under
the provisions of tho Refuge Recrocation Act of 1962, the U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service
noved to open the refuge to motorboating and waterskiing, with limits on the speeds, times
and placoes where the so activities could take place. Defenders of Wildlife went to court
and won a permanent injuncti on against the boating proposal. The attorneys in the caso
beliceve it was the first court test of tho Refuge Recreation Act, The jud ge noted that
this law allows rocroation in a refuge only to the oxtent that it is "not inconsistent...
with the primary objectives" for which the rofuge was established,



In more goneral torms, which could apply in cases involving other inconsistent uses of
refuges, the judge said: "All National Wildlife Refuges are maintained for the primary
purpose of preserving, protecting and enhancing wildlifo and other natural resourcos and
of developing a national program of wildlife and ecological conservation and rehabilitation,"
He specifically listed nongame as well as game specles served by the Ruby Lake refugs,
And - putting the burden of proof on the governmont - he said the Fish and Wildlife Service
had failed to show that the motorboating would "not intorfere with the primary purposs of
the refuge,”

« 2o JAudubon Leader,,.,

PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER
Our regular Society meeting will be held on Monday, Nov, 20, at 7:30 p.m., at the Garden
Contoer,

A special program has beon arranged by our Program Chairman, Mary Moyer, with the showing
of the film "The Great Whito Bird". This is the Fish and Wildlife Servicos'latest film
on the Whooping Crane and we urge all of our menbors to attend and to bring their friends,
In anticipation of a good turnout, wo will present the film in the auditorium of the Gazden
Center rathor than in our rogular moeting room,

Since Forn Cain, Vora Deason, Tholma Fox, Rena Ross, Rosemary Scott and Esher Waddill mado
a field trip to tho Bosquo dol Apache National Wildlife Rofuge near Socorpo, Now Mexico,
on the weck-end of Nov, 10-12, thoy will be asked to give a commentary on the film as the
Bosquo del Apachc has bocome ancthor of the winter homes of the Whooping Crane,

Our regular businoss meoting will bo held prior to the showing of the film,



