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PROGRAM FOR MARCH:

Our program for March will concern that
most eontroversial of Panhandle spots, the
Buffalo Lake NWR, and it will be presanted
by the refuge's Acting Manager, larry Wymn,

Larry is a native of Estelline, growing up
there and later attending South Plains Jr,
College two years and West Texas State Urav,
two years. He has worked for the U,S, Fish
& Wildlife Servico for eleven years, the
past three as Acting Manager, Larry and his
wife, Rita, have boen marrisd elevon years
and have tWO children, Christi(7) and Chad
{(4), His hobbies include raising and train-
ing horses, and hunting, .

Larry has always beon the friend of bird-

s and particularly those of our Society,
and has contributed many valuable observa-
tions on the birdlife of our area, Anyone
who has ever visited tho refuge has experi-
onced his warm hospitality and graclousness
and he has always gone that extra mile to
share that prime birding spot with us,

The traditional 5 minute bird talk for the
meoting will be given by Rena Ross who will
recreate for us hor adventures while birding
in Mexico,

HERCNS TO BERMUDA: AN AUDUBON STORY OF
INTERNATIONAL AID:

Bermude has a problem with burrowing land
crabs: an over-apunnanec of these erustaceans
has boen causing erosion, Naturalists be-
lieve that in centuries past there were
Yollow-crowned Night Herons on the island
that kept the land crab population in check,
and that something, probably humanh altera-
tion of habitat, long ago drove out the
herons, In 19?6 the government of Bermuda
decided to try to ro-introduce Yellow-crown-
eds, and came Yo the National Audubon Society

for help, National Audubon turned to Frank
Dunstan, then wardon/biclogist of the soci-
oty's Tampa Bay Sanctuary in Florida, which
has herons to sparo, . Since thon,- nestling
herons from Florida have been transported to
Bermuida, reared there and released, Not all
have stayed, but in at loast one section of
Bermda enough of them have settlod in to
gobble up enough land crabs to have signifi-
cantly reduced the orosion problem,

" Dunstan, who has since bocome the soclety's
Mid-Atlantic regional reprosentative, dos-
cribed the heron transplant this winter dur-~
ing his testimony in support of the nongamo
wildlife bill which he gave on behalf of the
scolety before the Senate Sub-committee on
Rasource Protection, It was one of soveral
examples he gave of ways in which nongame
species can be valuable,

AN IMPORTANT BOOK ON TEXAS BIRDS:

The Fort Worth Audubon Socioty has joined
with Warren Pulich in tho ro-writing and re-
publishing of "The Birds of Tarrant County",
This book, complote with a number of black
and white illustrations done by Anne Marie
Pulich, serves as an in-depth reference book
for the birds found in Tarrant County. The
book cov ers each specic found in Tarrant
County and details when it can be seon &nd
in what particular habitat,

The book can be purchased by sending a
cnck or money ordor made payable to the

Fort Worth Audubon Society (No cash please),
Tha*total €ost is $7,25 which includes tax,
handlifig;" 4nd postage, Send the checks .to
Elizabeth and Virginia Stagg, Fort.Worth
Audubon Society, 2047 Glenco Terrace, Forth
Worth, Texas 76110, Allow 2 to 3 weeks for
delivery.

BIRD NOTES:
Sandhill Cranes - this has been a remarkable
winter for this species in the Texas Panhandle.
A record high of 7,000 were recorded on the
CBC at Buffalo Lake NWR on 12/26/79, Numbers
continued incresing after that and by early
Fobruary thero were 25,000 or more, Tho .
sight, sound ‘and movement of these magnifi<.
cent birds 1s an expericnce never to bo for-
gotten, From Brisco Co, we received :the
followirig: "For the past two or three months
thousands of the grey colored sandhill: cranos
have gathered around Silverton . on the playa:
lakes and in adjoining fields, This is.the
first timeo the cranes have come here in such
numbers and thore is much speculation as to -
what is responsible for their migrati on horo
this year",

GLAUCQUS GULL:= this gull remained at Buffalo:
Lake NWR- until around Feb, 1, Thoe bird was -
first seen on the, 12/26/?9 CBC. This Aretic -

"species that uwsually winters along the oast

coast as far south as New Jersey, and occa-
sionally to tho Great Lakes, and along tho

west coast south to lower British Columbia,
afforded area birders a rare opportunity to
view it,

BALD EAGLE - as in the winter of 1978/79,
large numbers wintered in the Panhandle, Up
to 40 were counted at one time at.Buffalo
Lake NWR, and 56 were recorded on the lLake
Meredith Recreation Area during a survoy mido
there on 1/t2 by area birders (Fern Cain,

Ken Seyffert, Frank Smith) under -the sponso-- .
ship of the National Wildlife Federation, ;:
Tho first such survey was made at Lake More--

dith on 1/20/79 when 54 were obsorved,

The 1979 census prpduced 9836 eagles in
the"lower 48" states, nearly twico the numbor
countéd in any previqus survey of-the en~
dangered bird, The Federation: said the:cens
sus was the first it had conducted and attribe
uted the surprisingly high count t0.the .

"intensity" of the survey, The final results
of the 1980 count are not known at this time.
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SAY'S PHOEBE _ ONE AT Buffalo Lake NWR 1/6

by Ken Seyffert An unusual number winterod,-'

in the Panhandle this year,

ROUGH-LEGGED & FERRUGINCGUS HAWKS - go to -
Buffalo Lake NWWR where both specles can be
easily found, and in good numbers. .

LARK BUNTING - very large numbers wintered
with us thls year,

HERMIT THRUSH - seen at Buffalo Lake NWR on
the 12/26 CBC and one was still thore on -
2/17 (Peggy Acord, Ken Seyffert),

PYRRHULOXIA - a male and a female at the
first water crossing in the Palo Duro. Canyon
SP on 2/24 by Ken Seyffert,



F1nST NESTINGS BY CUR RELEASED BALCONS : eitizens of Baltimore, Scarlett has alrcady

This spring, for the first, time in more than betome - one of the most famous peregrines in
20 years, percgrine falcons palred mted and history, r:Lval:mg her Canadian counterpart,

laid oggs at eyrioes in tho castern United . the Sun Lifo falcon of Montreal

States, Last year we wrote abouf thq formgu et

tion of a pair of released falcons'at a site . a...from the Peregine Fund NEWSLETTER ef
in the New Jersoy wotlands in mid-summer, . the Cornell Univarsity Laboratony ‘of Ornlth-
aftor the normal mating spasan; ‘and we also . ology.... ,

told of Scarlétt, thé fomale that has taken: . iy - o
up a perman@ﬂt terrltory in.dcwntown Baltlnoref; P,Su it ye.; w111 tell you of the exczting
where sho has cstablished ‘her gyrie.on & ‘ ~revents. taking place with the Now

ledge at the 33rd floor lovel of the BSF&G o ‘Jersey faleons in thé next issuc‘
home offico building, All through tho. long ' uﬂ of the Prairie Horned Lark
wintor we waited amdously to 500 what thésg: - '
faleons’ would do’in '79, - WHAT TO LOOK FOR_IN MARCH AND EARLY APRIL:

Maréh,;. the normal time for pairing, passod-

no fhlccns had tqkon up rosidence at the N@w March 2 to 8; Troe Swallow House Wren ﬁ“; . o

Jersoy towers. and no mate had appoared AN
Baltimore for Scarlott, Wo boegan to foar- . March 9 to 15 Long-billed Dow1tcher Balrd'
there would be 'no broodlng by oun relbased‘n r) £t Lt Sandpiper Semi-palmated Sand-
falcons again ‘in 1979. L SAETRUSTRTSNTES Hog S ov:

As a 1ast resort wo doc1d0d to try to prowi
vide a tiercel for Scarloﬂtv forishe! imdlcat-mrr

Orlole

ed by hor nest-séraping béhaviour and other - March 16 to 22: ﬂm, Avocat; Loast Sandpiper-‘fii

signs that sha would soon come into breeding: S Western Kingbird; Bastern .°
condition...Across the stroet from USF2G, a . ‘ . Phosbej Rough-winged Swallow'
flat roof of the 10—story C & P Telephone Co, . ‘ Vesper Sparrow L

building offered a convoniont location within

,,,,,

~«fu- > plpers Say's Phoebe; Bullock s'f

Scarleott's daily view to’ Sot up a .cagoe for . Mﬂrch 23 to 29 Turkey Vulturos Swainson s {;F

housing a prOSpectlve mate, The C & P people ;._‘ ‘ Hawk; Wilson's Phalarope; Long-
proved to be just as cooperative as thdse at billed Curlew- Blue-gray Gnat-.. -
USF&G ,in their desiro to holp us establish a . catcher; lark Sparrow; Ca531n s
broeding pair of falcons in Baltlmore. ‘By SER _Sparrow . .

tho middle of March, Stevo Shérrod had tho _ ' ' '
cage constructed, and on the '19th, we placed ‘March 30 to April 71 Snowy Plovar- Franklln'

an ll-yedr old, falconry trained tiercel " . Gull; Scissor-tailed Flycatchor-

named Biue Meanlé 1n51do, Tom MAOchtlo, our - Ash-throated Flycatcher; Barn .
attendant,, began a daily vigil of care and’ = Swallow; Cliff Swallow; Black- U
observdtion that wds to last well into June, . necked Stilt o

The idea was to soo whother the two blrds,”’l

would establish a pair-bond while the Blue April 8 to 141 Spotted Sandpiper; Hilson 's . o

Moanie was confined, so that on release, he . . Warblar

would bé. attractod to Scarlott and would're= . - .-/

main in tHo c1ty as her mato, Scarlott veny LATE BIRD NOTPS-

quickly discoverod tho tiorcel in his cage .

and made frequent visits to him to tako the. At Buffalo Lake N4 3/9/80 - as reprted by
quail and pigeons that Tom 16Ft as an entice- Kon Seyffert- -
ment on‘an outside sholf, Scarlott showed

mich {ntérest in the Bluo Meanie. calling and . Brewer's SpérrOW(z) Long-earod Owi(2); Snow

wailing to him. Once ho ¢ffered hor a quail Geese(BOO) Bald Eagle(?); Greater Yellowlog

through the bars, but othorw:LSta ho did not (8)=L1ncoln s SparrOW(i)
return her favors, LA T T
The, on 4 Aprll Scarlott laid the first The follow1ng wers singipg their he: asloffs

peregriné egg to.beé seen in the outdoors east

of the Mississippl River in more than 20 years. Roadrunner'Rod-wingedfBlackbird*Mcurning Dovo;

On 7 Aprll she laid a socon ogg, and we know Wostern Meadowla¥k; Béwick's Wren;House: FlﬂCh'

that 1f our ‘plan was to have any chance for Song Sparrow; Whlte-crowned Sparrow-Rock Wron|

succoss, wo would havo to ot the Blue Meaniec Dark-eyed Juncé. |

free before Scarlett comploted her clutch and L '

began stdady ineibation, Reloased from the 9 Ferrugnhous Hawks were circling togothor

cage, he flew up and at_ oneco. Joined Scarlott, ., over the prairie dog town-Chestnut—collared .

in the air; soarlpg tqgothér wing tip to w1ng “Longspurs were flying overhead; the: ‘Ruddy

tip, thoy" disappoarod around tho dther side Ducks and Blue—winged Toal are back; there .

of the USF&G building, ' Cur hOpos Bogsn ‘to are still a bunch of Sandhill Cranas around

rise with tho, but in about 10 minutes Scarlett. '

reappearcd alohd, : ‘Tho'Blig: Meanto ‘Wes ‘nevor .. - S : o

secon again! A second,captive produce tiercel e e LR T e

released later on in the scason was just as S T

unsuccessful, Meanwhilo Scariett laid her ‘ S

third and findl ogg and bogan incubatian,, T S o
After allowing Scarlott to incubate full Gl L —

term, we substituted somo downy young.falecons . LT . '

from Cornell for hot to mothor., She. perform-

od her parental dutios ‘with flying . colors,

catching mch of tho food for hér nostling;
her?elﬁ,iandcwgw ugcessfully fledged tye i -ar;mv

malgs andd rbwoncle les. Thanks toea s tha-# piumms |
tiet prmeasiand tp the inf ormed an& to}erant,:.ﬁ :
Permit #f 527 ' S !."f:
Amarillo, Tex. : o




