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PROGRAM FOR.SEPTEMBER: ~July 131 A Hairy Woodpecker in Mullinaw (XS),
The Texns Panhandle Audubon Secloty will.. July 20; A fomale Indigo Bunting at Buffalo

begin its fall mostings at the Amarillo Gar- Lake NWR (XS),.
don Center, 1400 Stroit Ave, on Monday ove- July 27t A Groen Heron and two Bastern Phocbos
ning, September 15 at 7130, as announced by - in Caprock Canyons SP, Briscoe Co,

the Prosident, Mrs, E, L, Donelson,

In line with the envirommental emphasis
the Soclety is regularly oncouraging, the e
progrem will be presentod by a team from the

(KDS), The first_reported Chipping
Sparrow of the soason, in Amarillo
e (FAY.

Aug, 31 A singing Brown Towhee in the Palo

Southwestern Fublic Sercico Company, bringing Duto.Canyon SP, Randall Co, (KS),
thoir new plans and a film on "Southwestorn  Aug, 101 An Adult and two young Brown Towhoes
Solar", This.has boon devoloped by tho Di- in the Palo Dura: Canyon SP (KS),

rootor of Commnications, Valerie Sanders, Aug, 121 The first reported Yollow Warbloer

in response--to.a mooting of ropresentative

of tho season - in Amariilo (FA),

poople last summor to holp provido solutiens  Aug, 17¢ W Mississippi Kites, an immaturc

to the cnergy crisis, In the trade arca of Cooper's Hawk, a spot-breastod Eastem
Southwestern -Public Service, Solar is an ox- Bluebird in Chicken Creek, Potter Co,
remely viable energy source, and this preson- (PA,FC,KS),

tation will bring their plans to-tho public. Aug, 231 The first Black-headed Grosbeak of
Konneth ladd, the Senior Engineer for Environ- the season - in Miami, Roberts Co,
mental Services,-and the -Project Manager for - (CB,RB).

Alternate Energy Rasourco Studies will pre-  Aug, 244 Family groups of three of hoth the
sent tho ‘program and he will be introdused by Brown &nd Curve-billed Thrashor at
Melvin Kunkol, the local District Manager for the Buffalo Lake NWR (KS) - plus two
Southwestem,

The members.areo.urged to attond this meet-

Brewer's Sparrows ‘for tho earliost
on record for the scason (KS),.

ing in order to bocome more -informed -on this Sept, 11 85 Western Kingbirds that moved past

most timely and important subject., the observer in less than ten minutos
- .. .. time, 15 ompidonax flycatchers, 17
BIRD NOTES FROM A SUMMER JOURNAL ‘W, Wood Fowsos, a Red-eyed Vireo and
May 261 . A Chuck-wills-widow at Buffalo lake Solitary Vireo, at Buffalo Lake NWR
- NWR {PA,RR,RS,KS,MT,IW)., The bird KS), Thre Egrets on a playa
was flushed several times- in Redpoll . lake south of Umbarger (x8).
Cove, Sept, 2; The. earliest fall Ovenbird on raocord
May 261 ‘Two-adults with two young Scrub Jays - in Amarillo, Potter Co, (RR),
In the Palo Duro Canyon SP (KS). Sept., 61 The -first reported Hermit Thrush of
dJuno 11 Two Ferruginous Hawks and a Mountain the season - in Amsrilio (KS),
" Plover on the Chamming Breeding Bird Sept,. 71 A acolding Cactus Wren, & Black and
Survey, Hartloy Co.(KS), ‘White Warbler, an American Redstart,
June 3t 32 Grasshoppor Sparrowson the Miami the first reported Sharp-shinned
Breeding Bird Survoy, Roberts Co,(KS)..- = Hawk of the seasan, a femalo Summer
June 5+ 12 White-facod Ibis and a Spotted Tanager = all at the Buffalo lako
Sandpiper an a playa lako edst of M'%fg),
Pantex, Carson Co,, and two Snowy
Egrets on another playa .to -tho north pA - Peggy Acord RS - Rosemmry Scott
of it,(KS), . (B - Orilla Bryant -KB = Kenneth Seyffort
June 73 Two-adult. Forruginous Hawks with RB'- Raymond Bryant MT ~ Max Treweek
two young still in nest, two Mountain ¥C - Fomn Cain EW ~ EstherWaddill
Plovers, and 39 Long-billed CurlewSs RR - Rena Ross -
on the Texline Brooding Bird Survey,
Dallam Co,(KB)., In tho Thompson FIRST NESTING RECORD OF THE WILSQN'S PHALAROFE
Grove Picnle Arca northeast of-Tex~ ' IN TEXAS,
line thoreo was an empldonax fly- On June-15 on a playa -lake—oast of the Pan-
catchor, a W, Wood Powoo, a Singing tex Ordnance Plant in Carsm Co., Ken Seyffert
male Black-hecadod Grosboak, and a found an adult male Wilson's Phalarope with
Pine Siskin,(XS), its downy chick, This is—the first reported
June 151 A Snowy Egret and an adult malo - 'nesting of the speciaes in Texas, The ncarest
Wilson's Phalaropo with a dony point to the Texas Panhandle at which it is
chick on a playa lake cast of PantoX. known to nest 1s on the Cheyenne Bottoms NWR
(KS). This 4s tho first roported in western Kanaas,
nesting of tho spocies in Texas - The obazerver first noticed a bird he could
see followl ng for story, not identify as it circled and hovered above
June 22: .4 Greon Haron, two Black-nocked Stilts, 4 certain spot at the northeastern part of
& singing male Yellowthroat, and 2  the playa, He was looking toward the rising
singing male Indigo Bunting at the  sun and could see a meadowlark-size bird that
Buffalo Lako MWR, Rendall Co.(KS).  continued hovering a few foet above the ground
July 61 A Groen Horon, a calling Virginia for what seemed 1ike sevoral minutos boforo - .

Rail, throe Common Gallinules, a it finally 1it, Noting tho sport whore it had
singing Yellowbhroat, and a male landed, he circled the playa and upon nearing
Yoellow-headod Dlackbird in the cat- 4, the bird roso and flew toward him calling
tail marsh below the dam at Lake strongly and steadily but not stridently, It

Meredith, Hutchinson Co,(KS), Near took the observer awhile to realize that tho
the mouth of Mu)linaw Oanyon, Pobbor agitatod bird was, in fact, an adult malo

Co, was & singing male Yollow-breasted Wilson's Fhalaropo, and from 4ts behavior
Chat and two singing mele Indigo it seomod obwkous that it either had young or
Buntings,(KS), a nost in the area, As is woll known, th: sex-




roles in the phalaropes arc largetly reversed
with the male being the drab colored sex and
the one that incubates, broods, and raises
the young,

Continuing toward the spot from where the
bird had flown, the obsorvor began searching
diligently in the tall grass and sedges for
a nest or young bird, All the while, the
adult bird continued fliing closely around
the searchers head, calling constantly and
seemingly trwing to diveort his attention away
from the area for it would periodically move
off a short distance and bogin hovering once
again over a different spot, As the search
proved fruitless, theo observer moved away and
sat down to watch further, The adult bird
eventually flew back to its starting point
and 1lit on the ground, This interaction be-
tween the bird and tho obscrver continued
several times until finally the adult bird
did not fly up until the searcher had gotton
quite close to it , A guick dash to the spot
from where it had flown, a rapid parting of
the high grass, and thoro on the ground was
a downy chick crouched motionless,

The observer picked it up and the chick did
not struggle but romainod still in the palm
of his hand, Tho chick was orange-buff in
color with two black stripos running from a
lateral stripe at the baso of the head up to
almost the base of the bill, The body like-
wise had a quite similar pattern of stripes
that ran from the rump to the bend of each
wing, The bill was dark colored and rather
long and pointed and the legs and feet seem-
od enormous in rolation to the body sige,

Its undersides wero light Wuff and the dhin
whitish, Aftor awhilc, the chick perked up
and looked arcund and tried to sguirm out of
its captor's hand, Whon it was roleased, it
ran off through the tall grass quite rapidly,

It is not uncommon to sec small groups of
Wilson's Phalaropos on playa lakes in the
Texas Panhandle during the summer, Those
have always been considerod to be late spring
or early fall migrants and little attention
nas been paid them,
are seon, which is untypical of the species

in our area as we usually seo them in flocks, during the past two to five years,

there, During the course of consversation,
Richard mentioned the recording and that ho
thought the strange bird call was that of a
Black Rail, The visitor voiced his skepti-
cism and the matter was seemingly dropped,
NOT SO; When Ken dropped by again on Junc
12, Mrs. Bryant had the recording with hor
and promptly played it. On tho tape was also
Poterson's recording which Richard had in-
cluded in order to demenstrate the similarity
of calls, Tho Jim's Lake recording seemod
without a doubt to be that of a Black Rail!
The tape was borrowed,shipped off to Keith
Arnold at Texas A&M University, and verified
by himself and Tony Gallucei as being an
authentic call of a male Black Rail on torri-
tory. The recording was retaped and depositod
in the state sound colloetion,

The Black Rail is one of the most elusive
of birds to find in North America and tho ono
most sought after by avid birders, All
students of birds in Texas (and Particularly
those of the Panhandle), are most grateful
to Richard Bryant for his alertness, Orilla
Bryant for her persistence, and both for
sharing their discovery with the rest of us,
ALUMINUM - ALUMINUM - ALUMINUM - ATUMINUMN
Bring it to the meeti ng, It is roally
bringing money now!
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FALCONS HATCH ON EAST COAST:

Captive-bred Peregrine Falecons, released to
the wild in southern New Jersey, have matced
and fledged chicks of their own, It was an
historic first that brought encourageme nt
to the effort to restore this endangerod
species to the Bastern states, where it had
not been known to breed for at least 15 yoars,

Four adult falcons were involved, all hatch~
ed from artificially inseminated eggs in tho
breeding lofts of the Cornell University
Perogrine Fund project, They were among a
number of captive~bred falecons that have. beon

Sonotimes lone phalaropes"hacked out" to the wild as young birds at

two wildlife refuges on the New Jersey Coast
This spiing,

The finding of this male with his chick shaildat the Barnegat National Wildlife Refugo, two

alort all birders to pay particular attention
to the species and to roport all such June
and July sightings,

THE BIACK RAIL IN THE TiXAS PANHANDLIE:
Oberholser, in his monumental The Bird Life
of Texas, gives onc sight rocord of the Black

of them mted and produced a single chick, a
femanle, The other two, at the Drigantine
National Wildlife Rofuge, fledgod two malos
and a femals, In both cases the birds nestod

in the man-made hack boxes used for the bird
releases,

Rail in the Texas Panhandle, a bird in Roberts CONDOR CHICK DIES AFTER HANDLING:

Co, tn June, 1935 as roported by H, F, Saund-
ers, On September 16, 1974, members of the
Llano Estacado Audubon Society (Iubbock) ob-
served four Black Rails on the Muleshoo NWR
in Bailey Co,, prosumably migrants,

On the night of July 1, 1979, an execiting
event took place on Jim's Lako northeast of
Borger, Hutchinson Co, It was horo, while
recording night scunds on his tapce recorder,
in between bouts of fishing, that Richard
Bryant picked up the call of a marsh bird
that he could not idontify, A patient liste-
ning to the bird songs rocorded on the Peter-
son record led him to makc a tentative ident-
ification of the call as that of a Dlack
Rail, :

The matter was not pursuod further until
May 18 of this year, On that day, Ken Sey-
ffort was a visiter at the home of Mrs,

4734 Bryant in Miami, and Richard was also

In a heartsickening stroke of bad luck,
which came just as the program to savo tho
endangered California Condor was moving into
high goar, onoe of the two chicks hatched this
spring died last month after being Kandled in
the nest by biologists of the study toam, An
autopsy has failed to fully explain the doath,
but experienced field ornithologists suspect
1t was simply the stress of being weighed,
studied, and measured, Such deaths are rarc
but not unknown, they say, In studios over
the years, in which thousands of nestlings of
various species have been handled, a few such
deaths have occurred, This time it happened
to the second condor chick examined,



