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PROGRAM FOR AFRIL:

The monthly meeting of the TPAS will
be held at the Garden Center on Monday,
April 20 at 7130 p.m. Tho speaker will
be Calvin Tow, District Law Enforcement
Supervisor with tho Toxas Parks & Wild-
life Dopartment who will show slides and
talk about "Shoro Birds in the Texas Fan-
handle",

T.0.5 ANNUAL MEETING:

The spring meeting of the Texas Ornith-
ological Society will be hold April 30 -
May 2 at College Station, Texas with the
hosting organization the Rio Brazos Audu-
bon Society, Hoadquartors for thn meet-
ing will be the Holliday Inn North in
Bryan (2300 Toxas Ave., 713/813-8131)
ard roservations should be mado early,
Other motels and camping grounds are
available in tho area,

The banguet speaker will be James
Vardaman., Mr, Vardaman is well known to
many now, His 1979 whirlwind birding
year made headlines noarly overywhere,
His goal of seeing 700 differont specles
of birds in North America was not reached,
but the 699 he did sec will stand as a
reccrd not soon oqualled, His experlences
have boen put in book form now and Varda-
man is planning a Worl Eig Yoar as his
next major undertaking,

THE FUELIC LAND GRAD _- SAGEERUSH
REEELLION - An Exorciso in Greed

Special economic intorosts in the West
are trying to seizo ownoershipe of your
public lands, Unwilling to accept the
improved managemont practices that are
long overdue and only recemtly instituted,
the mining, grazing, and energy intorests
seek to hinder sound multiple-use manage-
ment of the public lands, (Multiple-use
management means taking care of these

‘lards so that single purpose uses and
objectives do not joopardize othor im-
portant uses and valuos,) The special
intorests support legislation that would
reduce the public domain to unprotectod
status, preferably under state control,
They want to be ablo to do whatover they
want, wherover thoy want, whenever they
want - without rogard for the publie,
future generation, oconcmic implications,
or the environment,

We must act quickly and forcofully to
prevent what could becomo the biggoest
robbery of public resourcos in history,
Wo must let othors know what 1s happen-
ing and what 1s at stako, Only a public
outery throughout the country - scon and
loud - can Xk provont this rip-cff, Now
1s the time to act - bofore this solf-
serving scheme is porpetrated on an un-
suspecting publie, As tho Governor of
Arizona, a Republican, said, "This is
the oldest con game thoro is",

These are our public lands. Citizens
in Trocklyn and Anchorage have an equal
shake in the rosourcos and beauty of the
desorts and geological formations cf the

Southwest, Citizons in Tucson and Eoise
have a stake in the status of national
forest lands in North Carolina, People
throughout the continental U.5. are con-
cerned about the incomparablo natural
treasures of Alaska, Americans must be
aware that public lands belong to every-
one and it would be wrong and irrespons-
ible for it to be otherwiss,.

We must not allow special interests,
concerned primarily with their own profit,
to ktuse and exploit public resources
and values that are common to everyone,

FIRD NOTES:

March 2: a Purple Martin in south Borger,
Hutchinson Co, (FC), This is
the sarliest date cn record in
the Fanhandle,

Mareh 8: 300-500 Sandhill Cranes in &
grain field just north of ran-
handle, Carson Co.(F3); seven
Furple Finches in 5, Ceta Canyon,
Randall Co.(KB)., The birds wore
quietly feeding on juniper ber-
ries high in a tree,

March 12:the most exeiting bird of the
year{or of any year) was the
male White-winged Crossbill that
Rena Ross discovered coming to
a feeder in hor back yard at 2805
S, Travis in Amarillce, Potter Co.
The bird was observed during the
noon hour (RR,XS,EW) and again
on the 15th (DA,PA,RC,VC,RR,RS,
VW) at which time photographs
wore taken of it by Roberta
Currie, It was last seen on the
16th(RR). This is the secend
record of the species in Texas,
the first being a male cbsorved
in Lubboek from 25 December 1975
to B March 1976,

Mareh 13ithe first Yellow-rumped Warbler
of the seascn - in Amarillo(F4).

March 15:a female Furple Finch in Amarile,
Potter Co,(fhi,m,n.b.}; an adult
Swainson's Hawk near Lake Tangle-
wood, Randall Co,(DA,fA}, the
earliest date on record for the
Panhandle; an unidentified swallow
at Lake Tanglewood, and three
Say's Thoebes(JA); two female
‘Hooded Mergansers and a Swamp
Sparrow at Lake Thec, Caprock
Canyons Sv, Iriscce Do,.(KS), *

March 28:a very early male lack & White
Warbler at the Sad Monkey RR
station in the Palo Duro Canyon
SP. This species is normally first
seen 4 to 6 weeks later than this
date with only two previous records
of it in the 4th week of March,
Also of interest was an Eastern
Fhoebe and several singing Say's
Fhoebes, and the first Turkoy
Vulture of the year, A singing
Curve~billed Thrasher perchod in
the open for all to view at tholr
loisure, kltomether, 15 members
of the TFAS attended this first



fi0ld trip of the year, and 28
species were rocorded in the
canyon, _

March 291at tho Hollywood Road sewarge
disposal lake(Elysian Fislds):
a Snowy T'lover, Taird's and
Western Sandpipers, Long-billed
Dowitchors, 2 Tree Swallows, all
first for the yoar(XS); Rough-
winged Swallows at Lake Tangle-
wood(TA),

April 2 :42 Whito Pelicans at Flue Creek,
Lake Meredith, plus Sanderlings
- firsts for the year(FC),

April 4 :a femalo Tlack & White Warbler

at 2206 S, Lipscomb(XS),

:a singing Sage Thrasher, a female
Wilson's Warbler(earliest date
on record for the Fanhandle),
and singing Vesper Sparrows at
Luffalo Lake MWR(KS),

April 8 :first Lark and Chipping Sparrcws
of the yoar south of Fritch(FC),
first Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
of tho year at Alibates, FPotter
Co.(Wp): first Nlack-chinned
Hummingbird (a male) of the year
at 2805 S, Travis in Amarillo,

Fotter Co.{RR) - carliest date
on rocord,

April 5

April 9

AUDUEON T-IRD-A-THON:

The Texas Fanhandle Audubon Soclety
has decided to sponsor a Tirdathon this
year on our Iig Day Count, lay 10, Avril
is Naticnal Audubeon Honth and many chap-
tors are havinz an "all out" participa-
tion on the weekend of hLpril 25-26, which
is Jchn James Audubon's birthday,

Our chapter, howevor, has decided to
participate through the sponsoring of 5
of our strongest birders as they take
part in the Big Day Count. Foggy Acord,
Fern Cain and Rona Ross are international
birders having sought birds in soveral
foreign countrios as woll as Nerth Ameri-
ca, Kenneth Seyffort and Rosemary Scott
are birders of tho United States,

The remainder of our society will be
the sponsors who will contribute a speci-
fied amount of monoy for each bird seen
by the 5. You can pick whichever of the
Tirder you wish to sponsor (or more than
one)j we hope that each national member
will entor into the spirit of the project,
Any sponsor is welcome to go along with
the Mirder of his or hor choice to help
check on their "vision and hearing," If
other tirders would liko to enter the
contest and can got some sponsors, Just
phone a merber of ocur Socloty aml we will
be glad to enter your name,

As soon as torritorios are assigned, we
will estimate the number of birds each
Pirder is likely to seo, then you will
have a rotter idea of the amcunt of money
you will probably bo paying. The pro-
coeds will be divided among the loeal
chapter, the Regional office, and the
Naticnal Society, Rach will use 1its
share for bird programs and sanctuaries.

Roger Tory feterson is tho Chalrman of
Dirdathon this yoar and will be partieci-
pating in the contost somowhore in Texas
on April 25-26, Ho oxpocts to sce between

150 and 200 species of birds. Anyone
wanting to sponsor him can enrcll with
the Natich&l Audubton Society before this
time, indicating the amount you would
like to pay for each species of bird
seen; Our locdal group usually tallles
140 to 130 species on the Tig Day Count,
tut & single birder seldem records offer
100, :

This is an oppertunity to have great
fun as Well as helping cut the Audubon
Sandtuary Funds. Anycne receiving this
newslotter and not a member of the
Society is welcome to be a sponsor of
one of the Dird Counters, Call the one
you want to sponsor and turn in your
hame, Let's all cooperate and make this
a real "Iig Day Count." ,,.Mary Moyer...

PRAIRIE CHICKEN FIELD TRIP:

Our next field trip will bo held at
Whooler, Texas, on Sunday, April 26,
Our main objective will be to view the
Lesser Prairie Chicken on its "booming",
our courting, grounds and our party will
bte led by the person who knows more
about the species than anycne else,
Richard DeArment of the Texas barks &
Wildlife Department, We will meet at
6100 a.m, sharp on the north side of
the courthouse square in Wheeler, T[lease
he there on time!

#*****t*****************#******##t#*#*#

Therewill be a I'oard mesting at 700
p.m, at the Garden Center on April 20

- thirty minutes before ocur regularyg
meeting, It will be held in the library.

#***##****t**##*#******#*****#****##**#



